
             To Know Nature and Keep it Worth Knowing 
 

BC Nature – 1620 Mt. Seymour Road, North Vancouver, BC  V7G 2R9 
Tel (604) 985-3057 ~ Fax (604) 985-3059  email:  manager@bcnature.ca   - Web site – www.bcnature.ca 

 
 

 
August 14, 2022 
 
Environmental Assessment Office 
Province of B. C. 
Via website: https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/p/58851208aaecd9001b829b58/documents  
 
RE: Environmental Assessment Process for Tilbury Island Fortis Expansion Project and 
Marine Jetty  
 
I am writing on behalf of B.C. Nature to express our deep concerns about the Fortis proposal 
to greatly enlarge its Tilbury Island LNG storage facility and the associated marine jetty. BC 
Nature is a provincial organization encompassing more than 55 naturalist clubs and some 
6000 members in B.C. Our motto is to know nature and to keep it worth knowing.  
 
We have serious reservations about the greenhouse gas emissions which the Fortis expansion 
project would generate. The cities of Vancouver, Burnaby, Richmond, New Westminster and 
Port Moody have already expressed their concerns.  
 
The environmental assessment did NOT take the escape of upstream methane emissions at 
the fracking sites into account. These emissions cannot be ignored. With the increase in global 
warming, as evidenced last year by the late-June heat dome and resulting deaths of seniors as 
well as the burning of the communities of Lytton and Monte Lake, it is imperative that B.C. and 
Canada reduce rather than increase their carbon emissions. We must also consider the 
catastrophic flooding in B.C. last fall, with the huge agricultural losses and expensive repairs of 
roads and bridges.  
 
We offer input on the proposal to enlarge the marine jetty. This jetty lies across the lower 
Fraser River from the YVR airport jet fuel storage facility, very close to housing and industrial 
developments in both Richmond and Delta. The Fortis expansion proposal raises the number 
of vessels using the jetty from 137 to 365 per year.  
 
More broadly, the lower part of the Fraser River is already heavily industrialized. Either LNG 
tankers would need to navigate a narrow 21-kilometre dredged channel or towboats and 
barges would be required to transport the LNG to any of 18 locations in the waters off 
Kitsilano, Point Grey, Stanley Park, or West Vancouver for the transfer of LNG to tankers.  
 
Transporting and bunkering of dangerous cargo such as LNG requires great care. Any 
puncture to an LNG tank would result in the explosive escape of LNG, thereby asphyxiating 
and flash-freezing any living being within a 500-metre radius of the puncture. Worse, should 
the gas ignite, all living beings within an approximate two-kilometre radius would be 
incinerated. 
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The Society of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators (SIGTTO) is an organization 
whose members include nearly all of the LNG industry (including some Canadian companies). 
SIGTTO has established industry-wide safety standards to promote the safe transport of LNG. 
Among their key recommendations are: 

• LNG ports must be located where LNG vapors from a spill or release cannot affect 
civilians. 

• LNG ship berths must be far from the ship transit fairway 
o to prevent collision with other vessels, and 
o to prevent water surging along the LNG pier and jetty that may cause a 

berthed ship to break its moorings and/or LNG connection, as all other vessels 
must be considered as potential ignition sources. 

• LNG ports must be located where they do not conflict with other waterway uses – now 
and into the future. 

• Long, narrow inland waterways are to be avoided, due to greater navigation risks. 
• Waterways containing navigation hazards are to be avoided as LNG ports. 

 
If we consider the location of the current and proposed larger marine jetty, we can conclude 
that none of these conditions is met. Just because a serious LNG accident has not happened in 
recent years is no guarantee that one will not occur in the future.  
 
Other factors to consider are impacts upon fish such as salmon and sturgeon, potential 
impacts on endangered orcas (our Southern Resident Killer Whales) due to the increase in 
vessel traffic and noise in the Salish Sea, and disturbance of migratory birds. 
 
B.C. Nature considers this entire project (the massive increase in the Fortis facility and the 
location and potential negative impacts of the marine jetty) to be in conflict with current 
safety and environmental standards.  
 
Accordingly, we request that the environmental assessment panel decline approval for the 
marine jetty proposal. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Alan E. Burger, PhD 
President, BC Nature 
(Federation of BC Naturalists) 
 
c.c. Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Environment & Climate Change Canada 
       Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca 
c.c.  Kevin Jardine, Deputy Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
        DM.ENV@gov.bc.ca 
c.c.  Carla Qualtrough, M,P. For Delta, B.C. 
        carla.qualtrough@parl.gc.ca 
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