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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS
To Know Nature and Keep it Worth Knowing

August 14, 2022

To: Chief Doug Neasloss (director@kxsa.ca)

Kitasoo/Xai’xais Nation

CC: Rosie Child (engagement@kxsa.ca), Evan Loveless (EvanLoveless@kxsa.ca), Brady
Stjerneberg (Operations@kxsa.ca)

Dear Chief Neasloss and Kitasoo/Xai’xais Nation Stewards,

B.C. Nature congratulates you on your decision to designate Gitdisdzu Lugyeks as a
Marine Protected Area. Your dedication to the sustainable stewardship of your territory is
inspiring.

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents 56 naturalists clubs and moe than
6,000 members province-wide. Our membership consists of dedicated naturalists, including
scientists, who are connected to, have expertise in, and are concerned for the conservation
of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. We
support any effort to promote the integrity of our natural ecosystems, not only to protect
their biodiversity, but also our lives and the lives of future generations.

BC Nature’s IBA/KBA Coordinator Liam Ragan worked briefly with the Kitasoo/Xai’xais
Stewardship Authority this past April as part of our work as the BC stewards of the global
Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) Program. We were incredibly impressed by the biodiversity
found within your territory, the stories shared with us, and the abundance of birdlife we
witnessed while on survey in Gitdisdzu Lugyeks alongside your stewardship team. This
amounted to globally significant thresholds of Surf Scoter (4.3% of the global population),
Thayer’s Gull (16.7%), Glaucous-winged Gull (1.35%), and Short-billed Gull (7.6%).
These are some of the highest counts recorded in the country and serve as testament to the
success of your Nation’s stewardship of this bay and territory more broadly.

It is our hope that the Provincial and Federal government step up to support your
designation of Gitdisdzu Lugyeks as a Marine Protected Area. In the meantime, we
recognize Gitdisdzu Lugyeks as an MPA based on your “inherent and Aboriginal rights and
title and from [your] connection to this land for thousands of years”

Yours truly,

Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)
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