Minister of Ministre des
Fisheries, Oceans Péches, des Océans
and the Canadian Coast Guard et de la Garde cétiere canadienne

August 19, 2022

Mr. Alan E. Burger, PhD

President

BC Nature, Federation of BC Naturalists
c/o Ms. Betty Davison

< manager@bcnature.ca >

Dear Mr. Burger:

Thank you for your correspondence of May 16, 2022, regarding aquaculture in British
Columbia (BC). I regret the delay in responding.

The Government of Canada is committed to supporting the protection and rebuilding of wild
Pacific salmon stocks and to ensuring that BC is a global leader in sustainable aquaculture.
The Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) aquaculture in BC webpage outlines the
regulations, environmental management requirements, and compliance and monitoring
activities that have been established to ensure that the industry operates in a sustainable
manner.

It is a priority of the Department to make decisions informed by sound science. The Canadian
Science Advisory Secretariat (CSAS) coordinates the scientific peer review and scientific
advice for DFO. CSAS publishes departmental scientific advice and information, which is
used in aquaculture management decision making. The CSAS process follows principles of
scientific integrity, transparency, and is inclusive of multiple scientific points of view.

On June 22, 2022, | announced the next steps on the commitment to transition from open
net-pen salmon aquaculture in BC’s coastal waters. The Government of Canada is committed
to developing a responsible plan that protects wild Pacific salmon, the environment, and the
economy. The transition plan will ensure that finfish aquaculture is conducted in a manner
that reduces or eliminates interactions with wild Pacific salmon. In developing the transition
plan, DFO will rely on input from the Province of British Columbia, First Nations, industry,
local governments, stakeholders, and British Columbians.

OnJuly 29, 2022, | launched the next round of engagement and released a discussion
framework, which outlines the vision for the open net-pen transition in BC. This will build
on previous engagement undertaken by the Department in 2020 and 2021, and take into
account the evolution of aquaculture management in response to emerging science and
research. Engagement will run until early 2023. The feedback received will be instrumental
in the development of the final transition plan, which is expected in spring 2023.
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While the transition plan is being developed, there has been a two-year renewal of licences
for marine finfish aquaculture facilities outside of the Discovery Islands. These renewed
licences include stronger requirements to improve the management of the salmon aquaculture
industry and help protect wild salmon stocks and their habitat. The two-year renewal period
allows for adequate time to develop the transition plan and any new required conditions of
licence.

The future of aquaculture in the Discovery Islands area is of great interest to many people in
BC. In response to the April 22, 2022 Federal Court decision regarding finfish aquaculture
facilities in the Discovery Islands, DFO will consult with First Nations communities and
companies that currently hold, or until recently held, licences in the area on the future of
salmon aquaculture licences. These consultations with all affected parties will help inform a
final decision, expected in January 2023. While this process is underway, the Department
will not reissue licences for Atlantic salmon facilities in the Discovery Islands area.

DFO recognizes that a bold and targeted response with concrete actions is required to address
the historic declines facing Pacific salmon. In recent years, the Department has heard the
increasing concerns of numerous groups about the need to address Pacific salmon declines.
In response to these concerns, the Pacific Salmon Strategy Initiative (PSSI) establishes a
more comprehensive, transformative, and longer-term approach to support salmon recovery
in the Pacific Region. The main goal of this initiative is to conserve and restore Pacific
salmon, and their habitats and ecosystems, across BC and the Yukon. The PSSI focuses on
four pillars: conservation and stewardship; salmon enhancement; harvest transformation; and
integration and collaboration.

Thank you again for taking the time to provide me with your thoughts on this important
matter.

Yours sincerely,

The Honourable Joyce Murray, P.C., M.P.
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