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Attached is the signed response to your correspondence addressed to the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans
and the Canadian Coast Guard. For your convenience, the response is reproduced in the text below.

Veuillez trouver ci-joint la réponse a votre correspondance adressée a la Ministre des Péches, des
Océans et de la Garde cotiére canadienne. Pour votre commodité, la réponse est reproduite ci-dessous.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit

Fisheries and Oceans Canada / Government of Canada

200 Kent Street / Ottawa ON K1A OE6

min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca / Tel: 613-992-3474 / Fax: 613-990-7292

Unité de la correspondance ministérielle

Péches et Océans Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

200, rue Kent / Ottawa ON K1A OE6

min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca/ Tél : 613-992-3474 / Téléc : 613-990-7292

Dr. Alan E. Burger
President

BC Nature

c/o Ms. Betty Davison

< manager@bcnature.ca >

Dear Dr. Burger:

Thank you for your correspondence of February 24, 2022, regarding the management of
British Columbia (BC) fisheries, and protecting and enhancing habitats and ecosystems. | regret the delay
in responding.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) appreciates the support of BC Nature and its member clubs and
recognizes their work to promote the preservation of the natural environment. Thank you for taking the
time to forward your list of points in connection to the Department’s mandate.

The conservation and protection of Canada’s fisheries resources is a top priority for DFO. The
Department understands that a bold and targeted response, with concrete actions, is required to
address the historic declines facing Pacific salmon. In response to these concerns, the Pacific Salmon
Strategy Initiative (PSSI) describes a more comprehensive, transformative, and longer-term approach to
support salmon recovery in the Pacific region. The overarching goal of this initiative is to conserve and
restore Pacific salmon and their habitats and ecosystems across BC and Yukon. The PSSI’s four pillars
are: conservation and stewardship; salmon enhancement; harvest transformation; and integration and
collaboration.

Regarding the connectivity of waterways, | trust that my response of March 18, 2022, has addressed
these issues.
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The Government of Canada is committed to supporting the protection and rebuilding of wild salmon and
to ensuring that Canada is a global leader in sustainable aquaculture. DFO’s aquaculture in British
Columbia webpage outlines the regulations, environmental management requirements, and compliance
and monitoring activities that are in place to ensure that the industry operates in a sustainable manner. |
have been mandated by the Prime Minister to work with the Province and Indigenous communities on a
responsible plan to transition from open net-pen salmon farming in coastal British Columbia waters by
2025 and work to introduce Canada’s first-ever Aquaculture Act.

Re-issuance of marine finfish licences takes place on a regular cycle as licence terms expire. The
Department has been consulting broadly with stakeholders on a range of possible licence durations for
the new renewal, varying from one to six years. Any decision that delegated officials or | make on licence
reissuance will be made with an open mind. All relevant information will be considered, including input
from First Nations, environmental and socio-economic considerations, and representations made by the
applicant.

While “salmon parks” are not a DFO initiative, the Department supports funding First Nations capacity
(e.g. fisheries managers and technicians) and fisheries program activities, such as watershed planning,
and surveys and monitoring to collect valuable watershed information. Thisis expected to inform
watershed prescriptions and complement other initiatives by those First Nations, including salmon
parks.

Pacific herring is an important species. DFQ’s priority in fisheries management is conservation, based on
the best available scientific information. The Department is committed to effectively managing the
Pacific herring fisheries coast wide to ensure the sustainability of the stocks into the future. To protect
future stock health, DFO has closed most commercial fisheries for Pacific herring for the 2021-22 fishing
season. These decisions were made with the goal of providing renewable fishing opportunities,
increasing stock abundance, and to benefit the entire ecosystem. This is in line with the cautious
approaches taken in recent years, with additional limits on harvest.

Regarding potential impacts from logging, British Columbia’s Department of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development, is the ministry responsible for the establishment of
regulations and best practices related to logging activities. DFO engages with the Province, First Nations,
and stakeholders through watershed planning processes led by our partners, to guide proactively
development activity, including forestry, towards outcomes that will be sustainable for fish and fish
habitat. You may wish to share your ideas with the Office of the Honourable Katrine Conroy, Minister of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development. You may contact them by email at
< FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca >.

As you may be aware, the Government of Canada has introduced a new ambitious plan to conserve 25
per cent of Canada’s land and 25 per cent of Canada’s oceans by 2025, working toward 30 per cent by
2030. To meet these targets, DFO is considering options to protect ocean habitats. These include Marine
Protected Areas created under the Oceans Act and other area-based conservation measures (OECM),
such as fisheries area closures that meet the OECM criteria for marine refuges.

Thank you again for writing. | trust that my response has addressed your concerns.

Yours sincerely,
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Original signed by

The Honourable Joyce Murray, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
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