= pBcnature

FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

May 16, 2022

The Honourable Joyce Murray
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
Via email: Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Re: Discovery Islands Open-net Pen Salmon Aguaculture

Dear Minister Murray,

BC Nature, a federation of more than 50 naturalists’ clubs with 6000 members throughout
BC, believes that the natural health and wealth of BC is essential to a sustainable future.
We applaud the actions that you have taken to protect wild salmon on the Pacific coast,
and appreciate your informed leadership in working towards the sustainability of the
habitats and populations of the salmon so vital to our economy and even our identity as
British Columbians.

We reiterate our support for your efforts to remove open-net pens from the Discovery
Islands and counter the recent rescinding of the DFO order to do so. Our wish is that fish
farms be removed from all BC’'s waters where they threaten wild salmon stocks and viable
marine habitats.

BC Nature expresses concern about the machinations of the DFO’s Aquaculture
Management Directorate. We understand that the DFO works in the interest of sustaining
healthy salmon populations and the ecological conditions and habitats that support them
and, from that, the subsistence rights of Indigenous Peoples and the livelihoods of those
in the fishing industry.

What puzzles us is what appears to be a suppression of information that would contribute
to the long-term health of wild fish populations. As you know, the importance of
maintaining healthy wild salmon populations, many of which have declined dramatically,
extends well beyond the fishing industry (e.g., survival and recovery of Southern Resident
Killer Whales), and we need to employ the best science to that end. A tenet of good
science is transparency and communication of the results of studies, whether or not those
findings suit someone’s agenda.
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BC Nature asks you to investigate the flow of information and the decision-making
apparatus within the DFO so that you have the complete and credible information you
need to make policies that best serve the long-term interests of people and salmon. We
look forward to hearing from you regarding our concerns and the results of your
investigation. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Yours truly,

A b

Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)
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