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April 19, 2022 
 
The Honourable Joyce Murray  
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard  
Via email: Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Re: BC Herring Fishery 

Dear Minister Murray, 
 
BC Nature, a federation of more than 50 naturalists’ clubs with more than 6000 members 
throughout BC, believes that the natural health and wealth of BC is essential to a sustainable 
future. We applaud the actions that you have taken to preserve the herring stocks of BC, and the 
role of your ministry (and others) in protecting and enhancing habitats and populations of 
organisms vital to our economy and a sustainable future for us, and the ecosystems that support 
us. 
 
BC Nature is very concerned about the numeric decline of spawning herring around Hornby Island 
this season. When the herring arrived there in early March it quickly became apparent that the 
spawn was one of the smallest and lightest in recent history. As you know, the commercial fishers 
managed to catch only 3,407 tons of their 6,788.44-ton quota - a quota that you had wisely 
reduced by 50%. The fishermen, three DFO test boats and flights couldn’t find the fish. They simply 
weren’t there. And only three of the 12 DFO recognized spawning sites were actively used during 
the recent roe fishery. The Salish Sea critically requires these fish for ecosystem health, including 
the replenishment of extirpated breeding populations, especially those on its eastern shores. 

BC Nature’s contractor for Important Bird Areas and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs and KBAs), Liam 
Ragan, recently visited a number of herring spawning sites. His observations reveal that just about 
every site that still contains healthy herring spawns does so because of First Nations stewardship. 
In Kitasu Bay, the Nation successfully blocked DFO's attempt to fish and are now looking to 
designate it as an Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area (IPCA). The story repeats itself in 
Barkley Sound IBA, K'ómoks IBA, and likely others (see survey results for both 
surveys, Link and Link). 

Therefore, BC Nature suggests employing the precautionary principle and placing a moratorium on 
the commercial herring fishery immediately, to prevent the special fishery opening on May 1. 

Furthermore, we suggest introducing a Herring Recovery Program to protect and restore these 
herring stocks, so vital to all the inhabitants of and migrants through the Salish Sea. The future of 

the entire marine ecosystem depends on healthy herring stocks.  
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The herring and the Salish Sea need our help, with your leadership. Please help us to ensure that 
herring populations do not collapse, because the consequences would greatly test the resiliency of 
the entire Salish Sea ecosystem.   
  
Yours sincerely; 
  
 
 
 
Peter Ballin 
Acting President, BC Nature 
(Federation of BC Naturalists) 
 
 
 
cc: Josie Osborne, Minister of Land, Water and Resource Stewardship josie.osborne.mla@leg.bc.ca                   
      Gord Johns MP gord.johns@parl.gc.ca 
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