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Response to :  Nov 8, 2021 Letter on Connected Waters Initiative 

Unité de la correspondance ministérielle                                                                             

Pêches et Océans Canada / Gouvernement du Canada 

200, rue Kent / Ottawa ON  K1A 0E6 

min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca / Tél : 613-992-3474 / Téléc : 613-990-7292 

 

Mr. Harry Crosby  

President 

BC Nature 

< manager@bcnature.ca > 

Dear Mr. Crosby: 

The Office of the Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister, has forwarded to me a copy of your 
correspondence of November 8, 2021, regarding support for the Connected Waters initiative, led by the 
Watershed Watch Salmon Society. I regret the delay in responding. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) recognizes that the health of the Fraser River, and the species it 
supports, is threatened by climate change, habitat degradation, and other human-caused factors. DFO 
shares your concern regarding the loss of fish access to historically connected waters in the lower Fraser 
River.  

The Department works closely with the Province of British Columbia (BC), local municipal and regional 
governments, Indigenous groups, wildlife management boards, stakeholders, community stewardship 
groups, and the public on many initiatives to conserve, protect, and restore habitats that are important 
for aquatic species. Through the British Columbia Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund (BCSRIF), 
DFO is supporting MakeWay Charitable Society and its partners (which include the Watershed Watch 
Salmon Society) on a related initiative, “Resilient Waters.” This project will undertake assessment, 
prioritization, and physical restoration of fish habitat associated with flood control infrastructure that 
impacts fish access and survival in the lower Fraser River. Staff from the Department’s BCSRIF and the 
Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP) are providing advice on improvements to benefit fish and fish 
habitat, as members of the Resilient Waters technical team.  

DFO is also scheduling a Watershed Watch presentation in late February, which will inform our Pacific 
Region staff on values, threats, opportunities, and priorities identified through the Resilient Waters 
project. There are likely many intersections between the Resilient Waters project and the regulatory, 
planning, and restoration work undertaken by DFO’s Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program (FFHPP) 
and SEP. The Department would like to better understand the overall Resilient Waters vision for the 
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lower Fraser River and how it may interact with other initiatives. These include dike and flood 
management by the Province and municipalities, state of habitat and cumulative effects assessment, 
stormwater management, and sediment management. This information will help us to determine our 
potential to assist in advancing the overall plan.  

As you are aware, this is a multi-jurisdictional issue. Municipalities are responsible for the installation 
and maintenance of flood control structures and receive their authorities from the Province of British 
Columbia. For this reason, the Province is the appropriate lead in managing and upgrading flood 
infrastructure. To better inform that work, the Fraser Basin Council is developing a Lower Mainland 
Flood Management Strategy, and is currently wrapping up Phase 2 of its work. This is an important 
opportunity for decision makers to work collaboratively on flood management, and DFO has provided 
input to that process. 

The Department also expects to be engaged in flood infrastructure decisions in either a planning or 
project review capacity. In either case, DFO would be guided by our recently updated Existing Facilities 
and Structures Position Statement. This statement provides an overview on how DFO will interpret the 
fish and fish habitat protection provisions of the Fisheries Act as they relate to existing facilities and 
structures. The position statement is currently open for feedback at the weblink above, and we welcome 
your participation. 

Finally, the Department expects to be engaged in the work of the new federal committee to manage 
BC’s recovery from the recent flooding and deadly mudslides. The committee will be co-chaired by the 
Honourable Bill Blair, Minister of Emergency Preparedness, and the Honourable Mike Farnworth, BC’s 
Minister of Public Safety. 

Thank you for writing. I hope that my response has addressed your concerns.  

Yours sincerely, 

Original signed by 

The Honourable Joyce Murray, P.C., M.P. 

 

c.c.:       The Honourable John Horgan, M.L.A. 

                    Premier of British Columbia 
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