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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

February 28, 2022

Attn: Senate of Canada
Sent via email to all Senators

Re: Bill S-5: Reforms to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act

Dear Senators,

| am writing on behalf of BC Nature regarding your forthcoming decision on Bill S-5 and its relation
to reforms of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), legislation intended to protect
Canadians from dangerous environmental pollution and toxic chemicals.

BC Nature represents 54 local nature clubs and 6,300 members across British Columbia. Our
federation works to protect and educate naturalists, the public, and decision-makers about the
natural history of British Columbia, including its biodiversity, species at risk, and parks and other
natural areas. Our mission is “Know Nature and Keep It Worth Knowing.”

BC Nature and its members have been concerned about harmful pollutants and toxic chemicals in
our environment for many years. We have written to provincial and federal governments about
these concerns and requested greater action to reduce and eliminate known effects (e.g., bans on
harmful neonicotinoid pesticides, improvements to regulations for and enforcement of chemicals
used to control plants and animals, providing information of safe and effective alternatives).
Unfortunately, we have noted very little legal and on-the-ground progress towards reducing or
eliminating the ongoing harm that these pollutants and toxic chemicals wreak on us and our
environment.

We are very encouraged to hear that you have the opportunity to change this crucial
environmental law. This law was last modernized more than two decades ago and this is the third
parliament to look at its reform. In the ensuing 20 years, our scientific understanding of the impact
of environmental and toxic pollution has evolved. Passing a strong Bill C-5 would mark the
beginning of a much-needed process of eliminating the continued use of harmful pollutants and
toxic chemicals in Canada and allowing our environment to recover. Of added significance: it
would establish the legal right, for the first time in Canadian federal law and in keeping with 156
United Nation member states, in granting our citizens the right to a healthy environment.

We know that any restrictions to the status quo, especially for industries that continue to use
harmful substances, will weigh upon your decision. However, economic interests or other factors
must not undermine Canadians’ right to a healthy environment and life. We expect that you will
consider fully all the best available information on the effects of pollutants and toxic chemicals on
human health, other species, and entire ecosystems. We expect that existing and future effects,
short/acute and long-term/chronic impacts, and cumulative effects will all be accounted for. We
also expect that your decision will be based upon scientific literature, internal and external expert
option, and experience of other people and places (e.g., those who have been directly or indirectly
impacted, Indigenous peoples including traditional harvesters, and other jurisdictional decisions
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within and beyond Canada). In the absence of incomplete data, we strongly support the use of the
precautionary principle.

Reducing contaminants in our environment is a priority for our current Federal government. In
Minister Guilbeault’s mandate letter from the Prime Minister, he was asked, as Minister of
Environment and Climate Change, to achieve results for Canadians by delivering on the following
commitments related to environmental contaminants:

e Enact a strengthened Canadian Environmental Protection Act to protect everyone,
including people most vulnerable to harm from toxic substances and those living in
communities where exposure is high.

e Identify, and prioritize the clean-up of, contaminated sites in areas where Indigenous
Peoples, racialized, and low-income Canadians live.

e Recognize the “right to a healthy environment” in federal law and introduce legislation to
require the development of an environmental justice strategy and the examination of the
link between race, socio-economic status, and exposure to environmental risk.

e  Work with the Minister of Health to implement a comprehensive action plan to protect
Canadians, including firefighters, from exposure to toxic flame retardants found in
household products.

Eliminating and reducing pollutants and toxic chemicals is critical to meeting the government’s
commitments to protecting all peoples, especially marginalized communities, other species, and
our ecosystems from continued harm. As such, we ask that you ensure Bill S-5 includes
amendments that ensure no loopholes exist for substances of the highest risk to remain a threat
to the public and that assessments of dangerous chemicals proceed with no delay and assessment
results and rationale for decisions be made public.

Thank you for considering our concerns and requests. We ask that you prioritize passing the
strongest version of Bill S-5 to ensure Canada is as healthy as possible for current and future
generations of people and other species.

Yours truly,

///M//Z -y

Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc Hon. Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Environment and Climate Change.

Hon. Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food

Hon. Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Health

Hon. Patty Hajdu, Minister of Indigenous Services and Minister responsible for the Federal
Economic Development Agency for Northern Ontario

Hon. Marci len, Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Youth

Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Natural Resources
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