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February 24, 2022 
 
Hon. Joyce Murray, Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard 
Via email: Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
Re: Management of BC Fisheries and Old Growth Forests 
 
BC Nature, a federation of more than 50 naturalists’ clubs with more than 6000 
members throughout BC, believes that the natural health and wealth of BC is essential 
to a sustainable future. We support the requests to you stemming from the 
Constituent Meeting that you held on January 28, 2022, and the subsequent summary 
letter sent to you on February 4, regarding the role of your ministry (and others) in 
protecting and enhancing habitats and populations of organisms vital to our economy 
and a sustainable future for us and the ecosystems that support us. 
 
BC Nature reinforces the points made by your constituents: 

• Much work is required to rebuild British Columbia’s fish stocks and maintain 
our remaining fragments of old-growth forest.  

• An inclusive, long-term vision is required at the watershed level. 
• We should respect and pay close attention to First Nations’ wisdom. 
• We require increased enforcement of conservation policies. 

 
In support of these points, we urge you to: 

• Address connectivity of waterways to enhance fish populations as part of the 
federal relief to aid Fraser Valley reconstruction and flood control. 

• End open net-pen salmon farming and support transition to closed 
containment salmon farms. 

• Deny licenses for open net-pen salmon farms when they come up for renewal 
in June. 

• Encourage and support development of First Nations’ salmon parks. 
• Restore herring stocks and their diversity of spawning sites. 
• Increase federal funding to support BC old-growth logging deferrals. 
• Continue to protect open ocean benthic communities, including the expansion 

of Marine Protected Areas, with adequate enforcement. 
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BC Nature echoes the urgency of action. Many threats to biodiversity endanger the 
ecosystems that support us. From the constituent letter: “Everything is connected: 
salmon, rivers, bears, forests and humans are deeply intertwined.” 
 
We join you in your quest for a sustainable future. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alan E. Burger, PhD 
President, BC Nature 
(Federation of BC Naturalists) 
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