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The Honourable Nathan Cullen, M.L.A. 
Minister of State for Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
Room 027 Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 1X4 
 
Sent by email: FLNR.minister@gov.cb.ca 
Cc:  
Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Honourable Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 
 
RE: Support a Coastal Marine Strategy  
 
Dear Minister Cullen,  
 
We are writing in support of British Columbia developing a Coastal Marine Strategy, backed by new 
legislation, for better management of coastal ecosystems.  
 

Coastal and marine areas of British Columbia are under threat of irreparable damage from 
climate change, habitat loss, and pollution. These areas are part of a complex and 
interconnected natural system, and habitat degradation is and will continue to affect the health 
of iconic species, such as wild salmon and southern resident killer whales, and damage key 
habitats such as kelp forests, seagrasses, and forage fish spawning grounds. Your government 
can take bold and urgent provincial action to make sure the coast is protected and responsibly 
managed with other orders of government.  
 
We applaud the inclusion of a commitment to develop a Coastal Marine Strategy in the mandate 
letters of five members of cabinet following last October’s provincial election. Unlike all the Atlantic 
provinces, neighbouring U.S. states, and many countries around the world, B.C. currently has no 

provincial coastal strategy or law. The development of a Coastal Marine Strategy and Law is a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to revamp provincial coastal management to ensure marine 
life and coastal communities get the future they deserve.  
 
We need a Coastal Marine Strategy and Law that is co-developed between coastal Indigenous 
nations and the Province, that implements UNDRIP, and is informed by meaningful engagement 
with residents and non-governmental organizations like ours. The Coastal Marine Strategy should 
protect shorelines, restore coastal habitats, protect marine environmental quality, implement long-
term and enforceable marine use plans, and be backed by legislation.  
 
We look forward to working with you and Indigenous governments on this initiative, 
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