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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

December 15, 2021
To: ECCC Habitat Stewardship Program

This letter supports the application for the “Got Bats?” program for the continuation of
community bat projects around BC.

A primary purpose of BC Nature is to “foster an awareness, appreciation, and understanding of
our natural environment.” Education about, and inventorying and monitoring of British
Columbia bats very much interests our organization. Thus, we very much align with the Got
Bats? program.

We endorse programs that increase public knowledge about our local ecosystems and
associated species. As vital components of our ecosystem, bats cycle nutrients and help control
insect pest populations. Half the bat species in BC are considered vulnerable or threatened.
Little Brown Myotis and Northern Myotis are listed as endangered due to population crashes
from White Nose Syndrome (WNS) in eastern Canada, and WNS continues to spread north from
Washington State. Protection of roosts and hibernacula, as well as tolerance and understanding
of these often-misunderstood and persecuted animals, will be key to bats’ continued existence
and eventual recovery. Raising awareness about bat conservation is critical to their survival.

This project involves experts as well as many citizen scientists. The initiative began with the
Kootenay Community Bat Project, well reputed for their work promoting bat awareness and
conservation in the Kootenays. The spread of this initiative across the province from 2015 to
2021 has been beneficial, providing much-needed information about bats, living with bats and
protecting bat colonies. In the face of the devastating WNS, baseline data on the distribution
and timing of activity of BC bats is more important than ever.

BC Nature has more than 50 clubs in BC with more than 6,000 members. Naturalists from
around the province have been participating in citizen science activities such as the Christmas
Bird Count for many years. Our BC Nature members are well placed to report bat roost sites
since they may be aware of such roosts in buildings, caves, trees or other structures. Many of
our members participated in the Annual Bat Count in 2021. We continue to promote both
activities to our membership through our newsletters and website. Citizen science, as
exemplified by our naturalists’ clubs, is a productive way to collect important scientific
information.



In addition, some of our member groups, including the Kamloops Naturalist Club, Kitimat
Naturalists, Lillooet Naturalist Society, Langley Field Naturalists, and the Burke Mountain
Naturalists have also hosted presentations and/or installed bat houses or condos. Of note
recently has been the development of a new partnership with the Scout Island Nature Centre,
run by the Williams Lake Field Naturalists, to deliver the Cariboo Region Bat Project.

We look forwards to continuing to work with the BC Community Bat Program for bat
education and conservation in 2022 and beyond.

Yours truly,
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" Harry Crosby
President, BC Nature
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