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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

January 25, 2022

Mayors and Councillors,

Via email: mayor@surrey.ca; doug.elford@surrey.ca; laurie.guerra@surrey.ca;
allison.patton@surrey.ca; linda.annis@surrey.ca; mandeep.nagra@surrey.ca;
jack.hundial@surrey.ca; brenda.locke@surrey.ca; steven.pettigrew@surrey.ca;
MKischnick@surrey.ca; schplan@surrey.ca; PKlassen@surrey.ca; jfroese@tol.ca;
krichter@tol.ca; gmartin@Ilangleycity.ca; vwvandenbroek@Ilangleycity.ca;
mayorea@richmond.ca; HSteves@richmond.ca; mayor@burnaby.ca;
pietro.calendino@burnaby.ca; sav.dhaliwal@burnaby.ca; dwalker@whiterockcity.ca;
kenbaird @tsawwassenfirstnation.com; mbooth@westvancouver.ca;
ngambioli@westvancouver.ca; kennedy.stewart@vancouver.ca; clrboyle@vancouver.ca;
clrcarr@vancouver.ca; melissa.degenova@vancouver.ca; lisa.dominato@vancouver.ca;
colleen.hardwick@vancouver.ca; michael.wiebe@vancouver.ca; CLRkirby-yung@vancouver.ca;
mayor@cnv.org; muril@dnv.org; jcote@newwestcity.ca; bdingwall@pittmeadows.ca;
mayorharvie@delta.ca; dkruger@delta.ca; dhocking@bimbc.ca; rstewart@coquitlam.ca;
chodge@coquitlam.ca; dcopeland@delta.ca; areaajen@gmail.com;
john.mcewen@anmore.com; mayor.mclaughlin@lionsbay.ca; mmorden@mapleridge.ca;
jdueck@mapleridge.ca; jross@belcarra.ca; rvagramov@portmoody.ca;
westb@portcoquitlam.ca

Dear Mayors, Councilors and members of the Metro Board;

Re: City of Surrey Urban Containment Boundary Proposal

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), which represents more than 50 naturalists’ clubs
and 6000 members, expresses deep concern about the City of Surrey’s current Urban
Containment Boundary (UCB) proposal and the implications for climate change, biodiversity
loss, marine depredation, and regional planning credibility.

For decades many organizations, including two of our member clubs, the Friends of Semiahmoo
Bay Society (FoSBS) and the Little Campbell Watershed Society (LCWS), have worked as
stewards of the Little Campbell River (Tatalu) watershed through habitat enhancement and
environmental education. The Little Campbell River, unique in the Lower Mainland, requires
conservation action to protect and enhance its biodiversity in the five jurisdictions it flows
through, particularly in the City of Surrey. Numerous wildlife species, some at risk, require the
forests, greenfields and wetland habitats along the Little Campbell for survival. The Little
Campbell River is also the major target in cleaning up Semiahmoo Bay and Drayton Harbour for
indigenous and recreational shellfish harvesting.
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Over twenty years FoSBS and LCWS initiated a water sampling program with the Ministry of
Environment (MoE) to assess the river and tributaries from the headwaters to the ocean for
point and non-point pollution affecting water quality. Volunteers conducted this program with
Mok staff facilitating training, lab testing and advice. This work was shared with and later
coordinated by the transboundary Shared Waters Alliance.

The City of Surrey has in the past been an important partner of the Shared Waters Alliance and
invested in sampling, testing and infrastructure upgrades to mitigate pollution in the river and
bay. This could all be for naught. Surrey Planning promised ‘no smokestack’ industry in
Campbell Heights, yet now zinc compounds and other chemicals are being emitted from two
industrial plants into South Surrey air and thence watersheds. Sooner or later these chemicals
will impact the river and aquifer. This compounds previous aquatic habitat damage that
resulted from the early stages of Campbell Heights development. We need leadership here to
protect this area.

Even without repeating past mistakes, the City of Surrey protection plans offer only
aspirational sentiments rather than concrete strategies. Riparian setbacks alone cannot save
rivers; only complex preparation can. Comprehensive planning likely means leaving the UCB
where it is. This is not “Smart Growth” as posited; it is business as usual, dressed in green.

BC Nature asks the Metro Board to deny this proposal until such time as the City of Surrey has
presented a comprehensive environmental plan to ensure that the Little Campbell River and
environments suffer no further degradation.

Sincerely,
P
/)l
Harry Crosby

President, BC Nature

Cc MP Kerry-Lynne Findlay — Kerry-lynne.findlay@parl.gc.ca
MLA Stephanie Cadieux — stephanie.cadieux.MLA@leg.bc.ca
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