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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS
January 24, 2022

Impact Assessment Agency Canada
160 Elgin Street, 22 Floor

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH3

Via email: conditions@jiaac-aeic.gc.ca

Subject: Roberts Bank Terminal 2 - Invitation for Public Comment

BC Nature, a federation of more than 50 naturalists’ clubs with more than 6,000 members
throughout BC, hereby responds to the invitation for pubic consultation on the recently published
additional information provided by the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority (VFPA), as well as on
the draft Potential Conditions under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012.

BC Nature hereby registers its opposition, once again, to the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 project.

Having reviewed the additional information supplied by VFPA it is our position that this
information does not resolve the substantive issues raised by the Environment and Climate
Change Canada (ECCC) scientists. As you are aware these scientists have repeatedly warned that
if the project were to proceed it will result in adverse environmental effects that will be
immediate, irreversible, continuous and cannot be mitigated. ECCC and other independent
scientists have provided compelling evidence that the project will affect both biofilm quality and
quantity on Roberts Bank, thereby threatening the entire Western Sandpiper species.

Furthermore, we believe that the potential conditions as drafted do not contain provisions that
will mitigate these adverse environmental effects. These draft conditions assume incorrectly that:

» Biofilm quality and quantity will not be damaged, despite warnings to the contrary from
ECCC scientists.

» If damage is detected then mitigation will be possible by creating an equivalent area of
biofilm, despite ECCC scientists having proven that this is not possible on the scale
required to offset the damage.

The Review Panel in its report (page 243) states, “There exists considerable uncertainty around
the possibility that loss of productive biofilm habitat could be mitigated by the large-scale re-
creation of biofilm habitat capable of supporting shorebirds, including appropriate bottom
sediment characteristics and salinity conditions”. The Panel then concludes: “Due to the
uncertainty with respect to fatty acid production in biofilm, the Panel is unable to conclude with
reasonable confidence that the Project would or would not have an adverse effect on the Western
Sandpiper”.
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Yet these draft conditions ignore the fact that biofilm in the Fraser Estuary is the major source of
polyunsaturated fatty acids to the entire coastal ecosystem. Damage to the biofilm supply on
Roberts Bank will negatively affect not only the birds, but also the commercial salmon and crab
fisheries as well as indigenously important species such as eulachon. We do not know the extent
of the consequences of a lack of this essential resource.

Most importantly once the project is approved, if any of these draft conditions fail there are no
provisions to either stop the project or to prevent permanent environmental damage to Roberts
Bank wetlands and the wildlife that relies on them.

We question why the warnings from the government’s own scientists are being ignored. The
precious natural habitat and the wildlife that relies upon it require defending.

The Fraser Estuary has already lost more than seventy percent of its natural habitat, and many
species are endangered or threatened. BC Nature posits that the Fraser Estuary, specifically
Roberts Bank, simply cannot withstand any more industrial or port development.

We therefore recommend that the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada
recognizes that the project will likely cause significant adverse environmental effects, and that
the Governor in Council (Cabinet) then decides that the significant adverse environmental effects
that the Designated Project will likely cause are not justified in the circumstances.

We urge the federal government, once and for all, to deny project approval.

Sincerely, >
s
Harry Crosby

President, BC Nature
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