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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

January 21, 2022

To: Squamish Environmental Conservation Society
Via email: judithhholm@gmail.com

Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society
Via email: howesoundbri@gmail.com

Re: Ecosystem Corridor Mapping for Sea to Sky Biodiversity Conservation

BC Nature would first like to congratulate the efforts of you and your societies on the
designation of the Atl'ka7tsem Howe Sound UNESCO Biosphere Region and your ongoing
efforts to protect and document nature in this area, including the Biodiversity Squamish Project.

BC Nature writes now to support the proposal for detailed work in the District of Squamish and
surrounding lands, to identify and map important natural habitat corridors. This is a topic of
much interest and focus for our membership. BC Nature provided input to the provincial report,
Together for Wildlife, a Pathway Forward for Wildlife and Habitat in British Columbia, and
participated in the associated workshops. BC Nature is actively working on protected places and
species and habitats at risk, including the Fraser River Estuary. The work proposed in the
Preliminary Scoping Report, Habitat Connectivity Squamish BC (October 2021), scheduled to
take place over the next three years, will provide an excellent resource to protect connectivity of
natural areas by identifying and mapping important natural habitat corridors.

We very much appreciate the need for scientific documentation of corridors for natural habitat.
We support the recommendation to provide a “naturalness-based” analysis through landscape
modelling. We look forward to hearing progress reports on this study for your region. In
addition, the success of this work may very well provide a model to assist other Regional
Districts and Municipalities throughout our province to undertake similar work.

We wish you success in securing funding for this three-year planned study.

Yours truly =
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/" Harry Crosby

President, BC Nature
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