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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

January 20, 2022

Via email:

premier@gov.bc.ca; AGR.Minister@gov.bc.ca; AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca;
EMLI.Minister@gov.bc.ca; ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca; FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca;
FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca; IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca; JERI.Minister@gov.bc.ca;
Nathan.Cullen.mla@Ileg.bc.ca;

Dear Premier and Ministers,

Re: Letter of support for Nature Chilliwack — Species at Risk

BC Nature (Federation of British Columbia Naturalists), which represents more than 50
naturalists’ clubs and more than 6,000 members, wishes to express support for the letter sent to
you by Nature Chilliwack, one of our member clubs, on 6 January 2022, expressing deep
concern for the deficiencies in the protection of species at risk in British Columbia.

BC Nature agrees about the necessity of increased funding for research and enforcement staff,
integration of protected land management, and otherwise streamlining effective regulations and
enforcement policies to save our endangered and threatened species.

We particularly support the pressing and long-standing need for either a Species at Risk Act or
Endangered Species Act for BC,

BC Nature currently has a committee focusing on terrestrial vertebrates at risk, and with
province-wide input, hopes to engage with you in the near future.

Yours truly,

I {7‘ = ”;{
e
P
Harry Crosby

President, BC Nature

enc Nature Chilliwack — Species at Risk Funding/Act
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Nature Chilliwack

www.naturechilliwack.ca

C/0 #401 — 45645 Knight Road, Chilliwack, BC, V2R 0B1

To: premier@gov.bc.ca; AGR.Minister@gov.bc.ca; AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca;
EMLI.Minister@gov.bc.ca; ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca; FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca;
FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca; IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca; JERI.Minister@gov.bc.ca;
Nathan.Cullen.mla@leg.bc.ca;

6 January 2022
Dear Ministers

Nature Chilliwack is very concerned about the state of provincially Red and Blue-listed species
and federal Species at Risk (SAR) species in British Columbian and the lack of protection. The
number of species in decline in BC continues to grow. Most conservation lands and Wildlife
Management Areas (WMAs) are plagued by inadequate monitoring and enforcement. Wildlife
Habitat Areas (WHAs) set aside for SAR species fare even worse with no monitoring,
enforcement or rehabilitation of critical habitat, signage or protective public education since
they were established.

In May 2021, the Auditor General issued a report stating the BC is failing to protect fish and
wildlife species on conservation lands and Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs). Nature

Chilliwack would also add a complete failure to protect SAR Species habitat on WHAs to this list.

Nature Chilliwack requests that the provincial government:

1. Provide funding to increase staffing levels (Conservation Officers, Conservation Lands
Program staff, FLNROD Species At Risk (SAR) biologists and support staff including
research scientists, biologists/botanists/entomologists, and clerks) in key environment
departments in order to comply with the recent 2021 audit report.

2. Enact a BC endangered species legislation act to provide legislative protection for BC's
threatened flora and fauna and their habitat on all lands, as the patchwork of current
regulations in BC are failing to protect significant species and their habitats;

3. Create a fully developed and adequately funded monitoring, compliance and
enforcement program for conservation lands, WMAs and WHAs with legislation to back
compliance. There is a growing need for additional Conservation Officers especially in
highly populated regions or seasonally highly populated areas to conduct inspections
and enforce rules (i.e. inspections, presence on high activity weekends, issue significant
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fines to pay for remediation, and penalties for an increased range of harmful activities
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and harassment of wildlife);

4. Update the Wildlife Act to include all of BC's Red and Blue-listed species including their
habitat;

5. Remove discretionary language in the Wildlife Act and set enforceable standards, fines
and penalties to protect all provincially listed and SAR species and their habitats on
conservation lands, WMAs and WHAs as well as private lands;

6. Update the term ‘harassment’ in the Wildlife Act to reflect current threats to rare
species from non-compatible human activities in conservation areas, WMAs and WHAs
(i.e. illegal camping, trail building (biking, ATV and 4x4), human overuse, inappropriate
behaviours to get better photographs of nesting and wintering raptors, public use of
drones near nesting birds and sensitive wildlife, dumping invasive species and dogs
running off-leash or dog walkers entering sites where dogs are not allowed);

7. Follow through on provincial commitments to SAR Recovery / Action Plans on crown
lands. There has been no monitoring, protective action, or remediation of sites taken
since the inception of many WHAs created under the Forest and Range Practices Act and
the Qil and Gas Activities Act;

8. Remove the loopholes, exemptions and discretionary language in the Forest and Range
Practices Act and the Oil and Gas Activities Act. These loopholes allow companies to
lower protective species boundaries when species are located outside of a WHA,
seriously impacting the connectivity and critical habitat requirements.

9. Remove the limit on the amount of land that can be set aside for SAR species within
each forest district under the Forest and Range Practices Act and the Oil and Gas
Activities Act.

10. Provide transparent disclosure on how SAR and provincially listed species are actually
doing and what actions and legislation is not working to protect species, not just what
reports, vision statements or strategies have been written.

These issues are very important for Nature Chilliwack as the Chilliwack River watershed has
been identified as one of Canada’s Key Biodiverse Areas (KBA) due to the large amount of
provincially listed and SAR species. Nature Chilliwack asks the province of BC to fast-track these
initiatives to protect BC's biodiversity before it is too late. We look forward to hearing how
quickly these initiatives will be acted upon.
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