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I am writing in response to the call for the Government of British Columbia to develop and 
implement a transformative climate emergency plan. 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report laid out the impacts of climate 
change and highlighted the work that needs to be done to avoid the most serious effects of 
climate change. The Province takes climate change seriously and, for that reason, has committed 
to legislate a net-zero emissions target for 2050 in addition to our existing legislated 2030, 2040 
and 2050 targets. The Province has been working to reduce emissions and prepare for impacts of 
climate change through the CleanBC Plan and the draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation 
Strategy (CPAS) respectively.  
 
The CleanBC plan was developed in consultation with British Columbians, communities, local 
governments, Indigenous peoples, labour, industry, experts and academics, including through our 
external advisory body, the Climate Solutions Council. The plan focuses on how we will grow 
the use of clean and renewable energy for transportation, to heat our homes and fuel our industry 
while making a healthier and more affordable B.C. The Province is also continuing our 
successful Carbon Tax and related programs, with rebates for low- and middle-income British 
Columbians and support for investments in technologies that reduce emissions. 
 
CleanBC is only the beginning of the Province’s efforts to continue its climate leadership. In 
Budget 2021, the Province announced an additional $506 million for CleanBC to support 
investments to reduce emissions, create new green opportunities and to promote affordability. 
Budget 2021 includes $130 million for zero-emission vehicle incentives, electric charging 
stations, technological development and electrification of school buses, ferries and government 
fleets, as well as supporting the expansion of active transportation and public transit 
infrastructure. In addition to this, $34 million is being allocated to reduce diesel consumption for 
electric generators in remote and Indigenous communities. We of course know that we, like 
governments and communities worldwide, need to do more in the face of the crisis and impacts 
we are already experiencing. 
 
The Province has followed up the CleanBC plan with the recent announcement of the Roadmap 
to 2030—our detailed plan to fully meet B.C.’s climate targets and set the Province on the path 
to net-zero emissions by 2050. The Roadmap includes a wide range of accelerated and expanded 
actions to reduce pollution and build a cleaner, stronger economy for everyone. This plan builds 
on the progress we’ve made. It will make polluting more expensive and make shifting from fossil 
fuels to clean alternatives easier and more affordable. The Roadmap includes actions across eight 
pathways: low-carbon energy; transportation; buildings; communities; industry; forest 
bioeconomy; agriculture, aquaculture and fisheries; and negative emissions technologies. 
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Key features in the Roadmap include:  
• A carbon price aligned with or exceeding federal requirements;  
• Increased clean fuel requirements in the transportation sector;  
• An accelerated zero emission vehicle mandate;  
• Stronger methane reduction policies—seeing reductions from the oil and gas sector of 75 

percent by 2030 and near total elimination of all industrial methane emissions by 2035; 
• Requirements that new large industrial facilities be aligned with B.C.’s emission 

reduction targets and be net zero by 2050;  
• A cap on emissions for natural gas utilities; and  
• A 100 percent clean electricity standard for the BC Hydro grid. 

 
In addition to this, our CleanBC Program for Industry was recently awarded the most creative 
government climate solution from the Under2 Coalition at the UN Climate Change Conference 
of the Parties. This coalition is a global alliance comprised of enthusiastic state and regional 
governments committed to climate action in line with the 2015 Paris Agreement, whose 
membership represent over 1.75 billion people. Further to this, on November 18, 2021, experts at 
Efficiency Canada released the 2021 Canadian Provincial Energy Efficiency Scorecard, 
recognizing British Columbia as the top Province for the third year in a row.  
 
The Province recognizes that even if we achieve our emissions reduction targets, there will still 
be significant impacts from climate change on British Columbians and their environment. As you 
detailed, the heat dome and wildfires are happening now. B.C.’s draft CPAS will help to ensure 
we stay safe and respond effectively in a changing climate and will begin addressing the 
concerns you’ve highlighted.  
 
It builds on the 2019 Preliminary Strategic Climate Risk Assessment, which examined some of 
the greatest climate change risks to B.C. We are currently considering public input gathered 
through the recent public engagement on the CPAS—including feedback from Indigenous 
Nations as well as environmental and community groups. We will adjust actions in the CPAS 
draft based on the wide range of feedback gathered before finalizing the strategy early next year.  
 
The final CPAS is targeted for release in spring 2022 and will include many more actions that 
will build on this work to help make sure we’re supporting people in communities throughout 
our province to prepare for the impacts of climate change. 
 
Our government is also undertaking a comprehensive review of B.C.’s oil and gas royalty system 
to ensure it meets the Province’s goals for a fair return on our resources, environmental 
protection and economic development. An independent review of the existing royalty system has 
been undertaken by two academic experts and was recently released publicly. The Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation has since conducted public outreach to ensure all 
British Columbians have a say about the future of resource development in our province.  
 
Further to this, on March 26, 2021, British Columbia became the first province in Canada to set 
sectoral greenhouse gas (GHG) targets covering emissions across the economy—including oil 
and gas. These targets will keep government accountable as we work with each sector of the 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/industry
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021ENV0068-002116
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.scorecard.efficiencycanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021-Energy-Efficiency-Policy-Scorecard-English-Final.pdf
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0060-001927
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/royaltyreview
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021ENV0022-000561


economy to reduce emissions. The targets have been set for 2030 and are based on reductions 
from 2007 emissions levels in the following sectors: 

• Oil and Gas (33–38 percent reduction); 
• Other Industry (38–43 percent reduction); 
• Building and Communities (59–64 percent reduction); and 
• Transportation (27–32 percent reduction).  

 
B.C. will continue to seek to further minimize GHGs, from both existing and potential new 
sources of emissions, by encouraging electrification and use of low carbon technologies and 
fuels. Large industrial projects, both currently in operation and planned, are subject to B.C.’s 
climate plans. 
 
With respect to old growth management, our government has committed publicly to implement 
all 14 recommendations of the Gorley-Merkel panel, and we are working on that consistent with 
the recommendation to do so in partnership with Indigenous Nations. To assist with this 
important undertaking, as well as with public confidence and transparency, on June 24, 2021, we 
announced the appointment of an independent Technical Advisory Panel. 
 
Moving forward, we need a science-based approach that presents solutions that respect and 
understand the benefits of old growth to biodiversity, and includes the views of First Nations, 
forest communities, forest workers and industry, as well as the views of all people concerned 
about ecosystem health. As a first step in our new approach in the protection of old growth 
forests, we have deferred the harvesting of old growth trees in nine areas throughout B.C. that 
represent areas with high biodiversity, totaling almost 353,000 hectares, including over 200,000 
hectares of old growth trees. 
 
On November 2, 2021, the Province announced its intention to defer the harvest of ancient, rare 
and priority large stands of old growth within an area of 2.6 million hectares. This is one of the 
14 recommendations from the independent Old Growth Strategic Review, commissioned in 
2019. The Province has ceased advertising and selling BC Timber Sales in the affected areas. 
When the deferral period ends, the newly identified at-risk forests will either be added to B.C.’s 
3.5 million hectares of old-growth forests which are already off-limits to harvesting, or included 
within new forest management plans as envisioned in the Strategic Review recommendations. 
 
Additionally, B.C. and Canada have announced the development of a bilateral Nature Agreement 
that supports our commitment to strengthening conservation and stewardship province-wide. 
Through the Nature Agreement, we will be working with Indigenous peoples on new approaches 
to protect ecosystems and species at risk, enhance biodiversity, restore habitat, and strengthen 
ecosystem resilience to climate change, including consideration of both new legislation and 
improvement of existing legislation or policies. 
 
To ensure accountability of its climate efforts, the Province is required by legislation to annually 
publish a detailed Climate Change Accountability Report, summarizing CleanBC’s intended 
actions, expenditures and progress made across various sectors towards our commitments and 
the 2030 targets. The annual report also includes advice and comment from the independent 
Climate Solutions Council.  
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To sum up, I share your concerns and recognize the urgency with which we must act on climate 
change. And of course, as we stated in the Roadmap, our climate plan is iterative and we intend 
to learn from our actions what is most effective so we can amplify our efforts as well as respond 
to new knowledge and science. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
George Heyman 
Minister 
 
 
 
 


