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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

December 16, 2021

Dear Members of the BC Legislative Assembly:

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), which represents more than 50 naturalists’
clubs and more than 6000 members, acknowledges that our government has made efforts to
address the climate emergency. We support these aspects of the CleanBC Roadmap for

2030:

Increasing the carbon tax to $170/tonne by 2030

Further regulating the reduction of methane emissions

Moving up the date for new light-duty vehicles zero-emissions, with the caveat that we
strongly advocate for an earlier target date.

Mandating zero-emissions for medium and heavy-duty vehicles

Strengthening the low carbon fuel standard (requiring that producers gradually lower the
carbon intensity of their fuels)

Lowering transportation emissions, targeting a 25% reduction in vehicle distance traveled
by 2030, and shifting away from personal vehicles and gas-powered trucks. We need the
roadmap to include the specific pathways to reach these goals.

BC Nature has grave concern about the disconnect between the Roadmap and our collective
experiences, punctuated by the summer of 2021 and now the fall of 2021, which have shown us
all exactly how deeply we have moved into the climate emergency. It has heightened our fear of
our climate future. Some examples include:

The June/July 2021 heat dome that resulted in record temperatures, including 49.5
degrees Celsius in Lytton. Science indicates that the dome’s strength was linked to
climate change.

On the shores of Galiano Island, an estimated 1 million mussels died in an area the size
of a tennis court. On the shores of White Rock, over 100 million barnacles perished.
Overall, over 1 billion sea creatures died along the BC coastline. We are concerned about
the consequences to our marine ecosystem.
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/pacific-northwest-heat-wave-killed-more-
than-1-billion-sea-creatures/

The wildfires destroyed habitat, human settlements, and released health-damaging smoke.
Drought conditions affected much of Vancouver Island and southern BC.

The early snowmelt accelerated glacier melting.

The human cost: more than 500 people died from extreme temperatures during the heat
dome. Further health costs are harder to quantify.
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e The November 2021 “atmospheric river events” resulted in many disasters. Widespread
flooding and landslides resulted in evacuations and massive long-term human and
financial costs.

These 2021 events are only part of the climate emergency experienced by BC residents. With the
world already 1.2 degrees Celsius hotter than 1950, and Canada heating up at twice the speed of
the global average of 1.7 degrees Celsius, scientists expect such extreme events to occur more
frequently. And yet, the Roadmap backloads most of the key implementations 9 years into the
future. The Roadmap response seems like an ambling stroll to get the non-maintained fire
extinguisher from the back cupboard while the flames engulf your home. We face this dire
situation together. No matter how much we strengthen our infrastructure, as the climate
emergency worsens, natural forces will continue to devastate our ecosystems and human
settlements. We must live as if we plan to keep living here, and that includes bringing our
greenhouse gas emissions into a zero balance. Our response must be immediate!

BC Nature is one of over 250 organizations that have signed onto the open letter “Confront the
Climate Emergency”. We subscribe to the following demands to urgently address the climate
emergency:

1. Set binding climate targets based on science and justice:
Reduce BC’s greenhouse gas emissions by ~7.5% per year below 2007 levels.
Set binding reduction targets of 15% by 2023; 30% by 2025; 60% by 2030, and
100% by 2040 (below 2007 levels). Review and update targets regularly as
climate science evolves.

2. Invest in a thriving, regenerative, zero emissions economy:
Invest 2% of BC’s GDP (=$4.85 billion dollars per year) to advance the zero
emissions economy and create tens of thousands of good jobs. Spend
what it takes to immediately reduce greenhouse gas emissions and create
new economic institutions to get the job done. Ensure that the economic
component of Aboriginal Title is recognized through the sharing of benefits
and revenues that result.

3. Rapidly wind down all fossil fuel production and use:
Immediately stop all new fossil fuel infrastructure including fracking, oil and gas
pipelines, liquefied natural gas (LNG), and fossil fuel-derived hydrogen. Rapidly
phase out and decommission all existing fossil fuel production and exports.
(NOTE: Recent studies show that fracking gas may produce more greenhouse gas emissions than
burning coal — without even considering the leakage of carcinogenic chemicals used in its
production, fracked gas is not a safe transition fuel to renewable energy production and should
not be sold to the public as such!)

4. End fossil fuel subsidies and make polluters pay:
End all fossil fuel subsidies and financial incentives by 2022. Ensure that
those industries that profit from fossil fuel pollution pay their fair share of the
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resulting climate damage. (NOTE': Subsidies include but are not limited to royalty reductions,
provincial tax exemptions and direct investments. We applaud that the BC government is
undertaking a Royalty Review AND that the implementation of this review’s results are
scheduled to start in March 2022. This schedule needs to be sped up so that implementation
starts in January 2022.)

5. Leave no-one behind:
Ensure a just transition for fossil fuel workers, resource-dependent communities,
and Indigenous and remote communities impacted by fossil fuel production.
It will be critical to collaborate in true partnership with Indigenous peoples
in climate action. Prepare our communities for the impacts of the climate
crisis to minimize human suffering and infrastructure damage. Support those
most vulnerable to climate change impact.

6. Protect and restore nature:
Protect 30% of terrestrial and marine ecosystems by 2030; support and invest in Indigenous-
led conservation initiatives; restore natural ecosystems to enhance ecosystem functions and
services, preserve biodiversity, increase carbon sequestration, and improve human and
ecosystem resilience to climate impacts. Impose an immediate moratorium on the industrial
logging of all old growth forests, whose trees and soils are critical carbon sinks.
(NOTE: A recent government announcement has indicated implementation of the protection
of old growth forests in BC; Adequate funding for transitioning BC residents, including
Indigenous peoples, into more sustainable jobs remains pending.)

7. Invest in local, organic, regenerative agriculture and food systems:
Incentivize carbon storage in soil, restore biodiversity, and ensure food
sovereignty and food security across the province. Increase consumption of
plant-based foods and reduce food waste. Support Indigenous communities
that wish to maintain traditional food systems and enhance their food security.

8. Accelerate the transition to zero emission transportation:
Invest in affordable, accessible, and convenient public transit within and
between all communities. Reallocate infrastructure funds from highway
expansion to transit and active transportation (cycling, rolling, and walking).
Mandate zero emissions for all new light vehicles by 2027, and all medium
and heavy-duty vehicles by 2030.

9. Accelerate the transition to zero emission buildings:
Ban new natural gas connections to all new and existing buildings by end
of 2022. Create a Crown Corporation to mobilize the workforce to retrofit all
existing buildings and eliminate fossil fuel heating by 2035, and to build new affordable
zero emissions building.

10. Track and report progress on these actions every year:
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Embed all of these actions in legislation to ensure accountability, transparency, and
inclusion. Establish rolling 5-year carbon budgets that decline over time towards zero
emissions by 2040 or sooner.

Implementing these 10 actions with integrity and completeness would help move BC back
into a climate emergency action leadership role and gain the respect of its citizens. We look
forward to your prompt response to our concerns.

Yours truly,

>

S
Vg /

Harry Crosby
President, BC Nature
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