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Presidents Report - Harry Crosby - President BC Nature

I n 2020 BC Nature approved a new Five-year strategic plan. The plan developed,
assists the board to focus on strengthening its programs and developing new
directions.

Infrastructure — BC Nature has a new website. This website is still under
development. The board is currently developing a document management
system, to assist with distribution of information to the board, committees and
members.

Administrative Capacity — BC Nature is developing its administrative capacity,
adopting new budget processes, and a focus on fund raising. We are currently
hiring two new staff, a fund raiser and a conservation coordinator.

New Programs - The Conservation Committee is developing new programs, programs to support club activities
in support of Ecological Reserves, the Important Bird and Biodiversity (IBA)program and the Key Biodiversity
Areas (KBA) program, Protecting Nature and Climate Change.

Continuing Programs — BC Nature continues with its Magazine and E-News, keeping clubs and members
informed, its Nature Camp program (temporarily suspended) support for Nature Kids, and Development of the
Nature Guide

BC Nature is developing its capacity to engage with member clubs and people who visit the website. What
does your club need? Come to the AGM with your requests, prepared to post your ideas on a jam board
during a breakout session.

Towards the end of the meeting, we will talk about membership drives for the end of the COVID-19 Era. ¢

Conservation Report - Peter Ballin - Chair of the Conservation Committee

Since our last AGM your Conservation Committee has, through the BC Nature Board
of Directors and President, variously written and received letters, attended meet-
ings, submitted press releases, signed on to letters and petitions from other organiza-
tions, and communicated with you about the following issues:

- Green Budget - Salmon Farming - Federal Aquaculture Act - Health of

the Salish Sea - Caribou Recovery Program - Climate Crisis - Roberts Bank
Terminal 2 - Sturgeon Flats Proposed Alterations - Fraser River Estuary Plan -
Protected Places, including Ecological Reserves - Species at Risk - Wildlife and
Habitat - Pesticides - Rodenticides - Old-growth Forests - Provincial Old-Growth Strategic Review
Panel - Glyphosate Aerial Spraying - Environmental Regulatory Compliance in BC During COVID-19 -
Marine Trails - Agri-tech Industry and the use of the Agricultural Land Reserve - Heart of Canada’s Green
Recovery - Funding BCParks - Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas - Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness
Area - Black Bear Dens on Vancouver Island - Land use designation for Skagit-Manning “Donut Hole”
Protecting Peregrine Falcon nests at Quadling Quarry - Tilbury Liquefied Natural Gas Phase 2 Expansion -
Wildlife Management Area Intrusion: Amphibious Recreational Vehicle in Ladner Marsh - Wolf kills.

To get the full scoop, read the quarterly Conservation Committee reports in BCnature Magazine, and the
letters sent and received on the BC Nature website. A number of enthusiastic and very capable members have
recently joined the Conservation Committee and markedly expanded our capacity. Still room for more! ¢



Education Committee - Margaret Cuthbert - Chair Education Committee

he Education Committee has held virtual Zoom meetings every two months through the COVID-19 restric-
tions.

The Naturalists Mentor Program has continued throughout the year 2020-21
acknowledging nine nominations from the member clubs. Those member
mentors are Phillip Milligan, Jacquie Stinson, Fred McMechan, John Scull,
Hugh Westheuser, Olivia Corke, Isaac Nelson, Tristan Semeniuk, and Valen-
tina Santamaria. Each has given their time and shared their knowledge with
their communities.

Committee members recently made a decision to open up the Naturalists
Mentor Program to include non-BC Nature members in the community and
with the First Nations as there are many individuals sharing their nature and
traditional knowledge in communities that we can recognize, acknowledge,
and encourage to participate with BC Nature. If members know of someone
they would like to nominate, please contact Marg, email: blueheronmarg@
gmail.com

Science Fairs continue to be supported by BC Nature though with COVID-19 restrictions. They are again virtual
this year. Walter Thorne reports that the northern schools in his region have completed theirs and once we
receive a full report from the Science Fair Foundation, it will be submitted to the BC Nature magazine.

We will soon be receiving student applications for the Bert Brink and Rene Savenye 2021 scholarships. These
will now be more financially beneficial to the recipients as the BC Nature Board has increased both scholar-
ships were increased by $500. The Bert Brink scholarship for post graduate students will now be $2,500 and
the Rene Savenye scholarship for undergraduate students will be $2,000.

The Education Committee has reviewed the new website and submitted edits and suggestions. We continue
to urge the member clubs to submit their regional informational brochures and field guides to BC Nature to
provide a resource for naturalists and teachers in the Nature Knowledge section.

Committee members are working to increase connections with teachers in BC to assist and encourage teaching
outdoors. We have learned that many teachers have organized to provide support and are expanding through-
out the province offering resources for teaching outdoors. We hope to have an article on this topic soon in the
BC Nature magazine to raise awareness with members.

The Education Committee continues to request club participation in the committee by appointing an educa-
tion liaison to share their club’s nature education resources and activities and to input committee direction. BC
Nature Education Committee meeting minutes are available to anyone with an interest, please contact Marg.

Appreciation is extended to all those who are participating with the committee and working in support of na-
ture education in BC, thank you! ¢



Office Report - Betty Davison - Office Manager

hroughout our imposed isolation, the office has

been diligently at work and operating almost at top
efficiency, albeit from a different location (our homes).
I am now working one week a month in person (more
if required)out of the North Vancouver office and
Elham is working five days a week part-time in the of-
fice.

Even though most of the clubs were in slow-down or
shut-down mode the workload did not diminish on
the administrative side. Communications still needed
to be sent, emails needed answering, invoices still
needed to be paid. Although while | was collating this
report it amazes me how active the clubs were and how much was still accom-
plished for nature, in spite of the restrictions in place!

The only small portion of the office duties that did slow down, was the need for Certificates of Insurance for
outings and locations that the club meetings were held. On the flip side, there were many emails requesting if
we had coverage for COVID-19 for members who might accidently get exposed and got ill from the virus while
performing club duties such as projects. As in most other insurance policies, no, we are not covered. It still
galls me that we were subject to a 10% increase on our liability insurance when in fact we were not able to ex-
ercise our coverage due to no outings, camps, in-person meetings etc. On a somewhat funny side, | did receive
one request from a member to get reimbursed his $2.60 insurance cost as he could not enjoy the freedoms of
nature during the original lock-down period in March-April 2020 therefore, there was no liability! | am hopeful
that we do not see an increase in our liability policy next year.

Our part time Communications Administrative staff person, Elham Oveisi went on medical leave in June 2020
and | am very thankful that Elham has come back to work as of January 2021. Our social media, enews “Na-
ture’s Voice” struggled in her absence and some might even say | broke a program! (Which | did.....) All is back
on track now and we are again building followers and increasing our exposure through Facebook, Instagram
and limited Twitter. Elham has started work on our website updates as we had launched our new site in No-
vember and it is already time to freshen the articles and updates.

Photo contest - This event was a great success, with more than 300 entries received in six categories. Winners
will be notified in the up-coming week and one of the winners will grace the cover of the BCnature summer
magazine. Full report in the Summer magazine. What talent we have as a collective! Thank you to all of the
participants.

I look forward to the upcoming year and all that it will bring! See you on Zoom at our 2020 AGM! May 15,
2021. ¢



Treasurer’s Report - Barbara Towns - Treasurer, BC Nature

he Federation finds itself in a robust financial position despite the uncertain

global environment and operational challenges faced in 2020. The Federation
nimbly managed its finances in the face of reduced field study camp revenues and
other challenges presented by the onset of the pandemic.

Despite field study camp revenues declining by $79,000, the Federation was able
to make up for the operating revenue shortfall through applying for wage subsidies
in the amount of $33,000 and through very generous donations from its wonderful
members totaling $57,000. Operating costs were reduced by $85,000 because of
the cancellation of most field study camps, cancellation of FGM and virtual hosting
of the AGM which reduced travel and accomodation expenditures.

The Federation was once again successful in securing the BC Gaming grants in the amount of $33,000 to
support the BCNature magazine publication, production of nature knowledge brochures and support of
IBA programs. The Federation also received over $12,000 in grants from BC Field Ornithologists and Nature
Canada Local Action Fund and continued to receive financial support from the BC Naturalists Foundation to
support our federated member clubs and provide scholarship awards.

The Federation is well poised to execute ongoing and new initiatives that will help people “know nature and
keep it worth knowing” in 2021. ¢

Club Reports

Kootenay Region
Regional Coordinator - Wendy Maisonneuve

No reports received from - Fernie Nature Club
New club - Whitebark Pine Ecosystems BC

Rocky Mountain Naturalists (RMN)
Submitted By Helga Knote

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Rocky Mountain Naturalists (RMN) adapted to a province-wide lockdown
and varying levels of restrictions while still trying to keep our membership active and engaged. The year
began with our AGM in January, 2020. Our Executive changed with Rob Woods stepping down from his position
as the BC Nature Representative after a two-year term. Wendy Maisonneuve stepped down from her position as
Member-at-large and was elected as the new BC Nature Representative, while Janice Strong was elected to the
Member-at-Large position. Gretchen Whetham was elected to a second term as Treasurer and the remaining
Executive members continued into the second year of their respective terms.



We had an encouraging increase in membership in 2020. We currently have 93 family memberships and 142
single members. Hasi Oates has taken over the management of or membership from Sue Ross.

The RMN Club Executive team had many discussions in 2020 with regard to appropriate and safe activities.
We then developed protocols for participation. All activities were halted from March to early June, when strict
provincial health orders were in place and again in November. The most recent restrictions are ongoing and
will continue until infection rates drop and provincial orders are eased or lifted. This has affected our activities
and has inspired us to become creative in how we approach the “new normal”.

In order to comply with provincial public health orders, only four of our six usual bi-monthly meetings were
held. The March and May meetings were cancelled. When COVID-19 numbers went down over the summer,
we were able to hold our July meeting outside at Reade Lake as we do every year. We used protocols such as
social distancing, a participant contact roster and an RSVP required for all participants prior to attending. In
September we once again held an outdoor meeting at Idlewild Park in Cranbrook, using the same protocols.
By November, infection rates were rising again but we were able to have a virtual membership meeting using
ZOOM for the first time.

Communications and Outreach - Four excellent issues of the Kestrel were published online and distributed by
email, with reports on outings and articles on a variety of subjects. Susan Walp continues to be the editor for
our quarterly newsletter.

The Rocky Mountain Naturalists Facebook page has grown a little more since last year, with 215 active mem-
bers. Dianne Cooper continues in her role as Administrator of the closed Facebook group and the page is quite
active, with members adding photos and articles of interest. Our website remains active and available to the-
public with much more use last year of our forms for inquiries, comments, dues payments, and registration for
events such as the Christmas Bird Count.

We have had enquiries and proposals from individuals and organizations throughout the year:

] Dark Sky Initiative

J Logging on private land

J Fossil Repository at Cranbrook History Centre

] Kootenay Dirt Bike Association proposal for trail development at Ta Ta Creek
. Requests for support of individual projects

The Executive has discussed and responded to all inquiries. A letter was sent to Premier John Horgan sup-
porting the designation of a Fossil Repository at the Cranbrook History Centre. A detailed response to a pro-
posal by the Kootenay Dirt Bike Association was sent to the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural resource Oper-
ations & Rural Development and the RDEK.

Birding - RMN birders were out all year, in groups and individually, while still adhering to the public health
orders. Early Morning Birding was in full swing from early January to the end of March, when this activity was
suspended temporarily. Birding continued on Wednesday mornings in early June and was suspended again in
November.

RMN birders were invited to participate in the Kootenay Bank Swallow Survey. Birders made a number of ob-
servations over the spring and summer months, which were forwarded to the project coordinator to be added
to the Survey’s database.

Our annual Christmas Bird Count required some changes in procedure to comply with current COVID-19 re-
strictions. Cranbrook and Kimberley counts both had good turnouts. Cranbrook’s CBC was held on December
26" and attracted 19 field counters and 13 feeder counters. Kimberley’s CBC was held January 3 and had 15
field counters and 8 feed counters. Other details can be found on our website.



Marianne Nahm coordinated activities involving our Bluebird Trail project, with 23 active routes and 30 volun-
teer monitors. Our Club holds a membership in the Southern Interior Bluebird Trail Society.
Dianne Cooper monitors the Skookumchuck Prairie IBA (Important Bird and Biodiversity Area).

Projects and Special Events - Several of our most popular annual activities were suspended in 2020 because of
COVID-19 restrictions. Turtle Day, Club Camp and our summer social all had to be cancelled.

Our last social event prior to COVID-19 restrictions being imposed was our annual winter social, held in late
February, which included a snowshoe hike and potluck dinner.

While there was no formal presentation this year, we were still able to provide our annual scholarship to a Col-
lege of the Rockies student who met the requirements.

The Western Painted Turtle monitoring project at Elizabeth Lake continues under the stewardship of Greg Ross
and Katrin Powell. They have done an excellent job repairing fences, constructing and placing cages to prevent
predation, rototilling and weeding the beds and monitoring the nests. Two groups of RMN members spent two
sessions removing invasive weeds from the area.

Elizabeth Lake - The Elizabeth Lake Committee had a number of meetings and conference calls with the Dir-
ector of Community Services for the City of Cranbrook, to discuss plans for future improvements at Elizabeth
Lake. The City submitted applications for funding in the fall of 2020 but there has been no confirmation of
grant money at the time of this report.

The Elizabeth lake Committee was contacted by Ariana McKay, Terrestrial Habitat Biologist with the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development, regarding remediation and possible
improvements to the contaminated Chevron/Parkland site adjacent to Elizabeth Lake and Jim Smith Creek. The
Executive has agreed to a limited partnership with the Ministry, Ducks Unlimited and the BC Wildlife Federa-
tion to provide feedback on Ms. McKay’s plan for habitat improvement and a possible small wetland to be cre-
ated on the site. There will likely be no further activity for the next year or two, as the site is being monitored
for contaminants.

Outings - Compared with 2019, our scheduled outings were far fewer in 2020. There were 9 outings last year in
addition to Early Morning Birding, the winter social hike and two weed pulls. Reports on those outings can be
found on our website. Hopefully, when restrictions ease, we will once again be able to join our fellow natural-
ists in exploring our beautiful region. This report is based on the 2020 President’s Report. ¢

West Kootenay Naturalists (WKN)
Submitted By Diane White

rom March 2020, when we were first learning about this new virus called COVID-19 to last week, we still

managed to get some 15 hikes, snowshoeing or birding outings in. We hike in groups of four and if nec-
essary, have two groups of four with two leaders per hike. We keep our distance, although we wait for the
second group at intersections or when we cannot hear them any longer.

We had seven invaluable leaders with some 80 hikers, some of whom are the same people, but on various
activities. Some memorable trips were seeing the beautiful pink bitterroot which appears to grow out of dry
rock, spotting a Junco nest with 5 eggs in it tucked into the hillside. Our epic 17km Evan’s Creek hike, the
Fantasyland Boulders the day before Hazel’s 85th birthday, on Bear Grass Ridge the gorgeous Bear Grass
which is always a treat, Ross Lake which somehow is always windy and last but not least spotting the first
glacier lilies of the season which spring up out of the recently melted snow leading the way for the many
flowers that follow.

| want to thank Ed & Hazel Beynon, David Cunningham, Alison Etter, Brian D’eon and Kathy Robertson for
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being willing to lead hikes and share their knowledge of the local area and wisdom about the flora and fauna,
which to me is what makes being a Naturalist so marvelous. | have enjoyed being along for the hike on
numerous occasions! Thank you

- View Cabin - Yellow Pine Trail - Bigwood/Smallwood - Record Ridge - Twin Peaks - Kokanee

lake - Ross Lake - Mt Plewman - Pilot Bay - Evans Creek - Bridging & Hawk watch outing -

Fantacyland Boulders - Skattebo Reach - Robson Ramble

Recently some forms were updated thanks to Tarah Reesor for updating them and the executive for
suggesting changes. The day membership fee has increased from $1.00 to $2.00, and the Trip Procedures and
Activity Sheets have been modified. These new forms will be send out to the membership. ¢

Lower Mainland Region
Regional Coordinator - Sheila Puls

No reports received from:

Alouette Field Naturalists

Bowen Nature Club

Great Blue Heron Society

Squamish Environmental Conservation Society
Stoney Creek Environment Committee
Sunshine Coast Natural History Society

Surrey Environmental Partners

he past year has been a challenge to the clubs in this region, as for others. We are lucky that, as natural-

ists, we often prefer to spend time outdoors in small groups, binoculars and cameras in hand! The meet-
ings, where we expand our knowledge through programmes and enjoy exchanging ideas and social time
together, have undergone drastic changes. Most clubs have gradually or suddenly changed to an on line
format (a steep learning curve for many of us!) and outdoor programmes have been restricted or cancelled.
However, naturalists are resilient, as the individual club reports will prove.

In March we held a Lower Mainland Regional meeting, with twelve clubs participating on line through the
magic of Zoom’. It was encouraging to hear of past and ongoing plans, and to exchange ideas. Many of the
clubs are recording their meeting presentations and are willing to share them, so links were offered.

As more and more of us receive the vaccines, we can hope that by summer we will again be able to meet
outdoors - and continue to hope that this pandemic will gradually be controlled so that we can get back
together. ¢



Abbotsford Mission Nature Club (AMNC)
Submitted By Hank Roos

M ost of our Club activities continue to be focused on our two
adopted parks: Hogan Family Nature Park and Willband Creek
Park. Apart from our annual spring clean-up at Hogan the following
projects have held at Willband:

1. After checking the 12 Wood Duck boxes and finding pack rat nests
in some and several with abandoned nests with eggs, we decided
to install predator guards on all the nest box trees. Guards consist
of 36” wide, brown galvalume (donated) metal sleeves attached
below the nest boxes.

2. Continue to clean and record activities in 62 swallow boxes every
fall.

3. Due to a beaver lodge on Willband Creek we have been busy
organizing several work bees to install beaver protection fencing Putting all the pieces together
around many of the trees in areas where they have been active. of the Osprey platform.

City Parks happily supplied wire fencing and posts.

4. An Osprey next pole and platform, on our wish list for several years, was finally installed on April 15. Since
we now have a “pioneer” nest in the area, Ospreys are more frequently spotted at the Park and so we
asked permission to proceed. Abbotsford Parks were very keen and suggested we use one of the City’s
used street lampposts and concrete base and were encouraged to pick out any materials needed from the
works yard. So, all steel components of the platform and 150 feet of donated rebar from a local rebar com-
pany were taken to a club member’s yard where the “basket” was welded together. A Parks contractor ar-
rived on site with truck and backhoe and second truck and trailer with the pole, concrete base, and welder.
Two of us drove our truck to the site with tools, ladders, and the welded platform. By 2:30 in the afternoon
we were ready for Ospreys.

We continue with zoom executive and club meetings led by different members of our executive. Attendance
has been encouraging.

The month of April in Abbotsford is clean-up month. Club members are encouraged to participate in the clean-
up of different nature areas. This year, we targeted three different areas to pick up trash and litter. Thank you
to BC Naturalists Foundation and BC Nature for the award of the club support grant we applied for and re-
ceived for the redesigning our website.

In addition to joining others, we sent a letter stating our opposition to the destruction of the Quadling Quarry
Peregrine Falcon nest, we have applied for intervenor status before the Environmental Appeal Board. ¢

Osprey basket now ready for occupancy.



Burke Mountain Naturalists (BMN) T
Submitted By Victoria Otton _ i w
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bird nest boxes installed in parks, holding club and
committee meetings, and planning hikes, nature
walks, and invasive plant removals. All that ended
in mid-March when the Burke Mountain Natural-
ists (BMN) officially suspended all in-person activi-
ties. Looking back now, | think our club handled
those frightening first months of the pandemic = 2 NS
well. Photo: Paul Steeves N

Group activities like nest box cleaning ended abruptly in March 2020,
One of our first steps was to make sure that BMIN  but we’ve discovered new ways of doing things. One silver lining of the
could keep running if several executive members pandemic is that our membership engagement has increased.
became ill. We had long put off the tasks of
ensuring sufficient redundancy and developing contingency plans. Now, multiple Board members know how to
access email and bank accounts, bookkeeping records, social media accounts, etc., and important information
is shared on several computers.

We also considered ways to keep our members engaged in nature activities in a safe way during the pandemic.
One of our members, artist Gay Mitchell, wrote at the time, “Pause to rest, listen and observe. Be grateful.
There is no better time to walk in nature”, and this advice became our guiding principle. We urged BMN
members to make the most of the new-found free time by being in nature and in sharing their sightings and
discoveries with others. As a result, our monthly newsletter (which we continued to publish over the summer
months) carried many more member-submitted photos. And more members contributed their interesting
observations to the newsletter’s Nature Watch column.

By September, we were ready to host our first guest presentation at a monthly meeting via Zoom. All of us
are pretty handy with the technology now, and our monthly online meetings are proving to be a big success.
We have found unexpected benefits with hosting these online meetings. Not only are we able to invite guest
speakers from far away (such as the great Syd Cannings from the Yukon!), but members who couldn’t attend
our in-person meetings are now showing up online. Most presentations were recorded and made available
for viewing on BMN'’s YouTube channel (https://tiny.cc/g2kwtz). The Zoom platform readily lends itself to
photo sharing, and the ‘Wildlife Sightings This Month’ session (after the guest presentation) really took off.

In April, members submitted 40 photos! This part of the meeting enables members to share a few comments
and insights about their wildlife photos. One of our initial concerns with moving to a virtual meeting format
was the inability of members to network and meet with one another. However, by opening the virtual meeting
room 15 to 20 minutes ahead of the scheduled start time, our members are able to greet each other and chat
online. While not ideal, it seems to help.

We recently expanded our Zoom get-togethers by initiating an additional monthly session called “Show &
Share” where members make brief presentations on what they’ve been seeing and doing. Most of these
presentations are also available on our YouTube channel. This is a new opportunity for members to showcase
some of their nature observations and adventures in a way that would not have been easily possible in the
past.

Although our club activities are curtailed, many members are still involved with projects that are not done
under the name of BMN. For example, BMN members participated in the Christmas Bird Count; teams were



small and abided by public health recommendations. Similarly, BMN’s bat monitoring program has continued
but conducted only by John and Christina Saremba. The Sarembas applied under their own names for the
necessary research permits from Metro Vancouver Parks to do this important task in the local regional parks.
In late September, they also co-hosted a two-week virtual conference called ‘Bat Matters — Creating Bat-
Friendly Communities’. The conference featured video presentations and online discussions by specialists in
bat research, conservation and stewardship in BC.

Our Education/Conservation Committee has remained busy. Against the backdrop of persistent issues with
development proposals, the committee members were involved in fighting for municipal tree protection,
advocating for better vegetation and water quality management at Blakeburn Lagoons Park, and supporting
nature education initiatives. Moreover, over the past year, members of the Ed-Con Committee have been able
to work with the City of Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam in arranging several small group sessions for invasive
plant species removal at Blakeburn Lagoons and Como Lake Park. They also co-supervised three teams of students
from BCIT and SFU on projects at these two parks, all in partnership with the cities of Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam.

BMN learned in late 2020 that 11.4 acres of a field in Colony Farm Regional Park would be leased to Trans
Mountain for assembling a section of the pipeline that will be placed under the Fraser River. BMN had been
instrumental in getting Colony Farm ‘parked’ in 1995, and since then our club was deeply involved in various
conservation and stewardship programs within the park. After several months of turmoil over this issue, we
have resigned ourselves to monitoring the work (we have been given daily access to the detailed reports of
an Environmental Monitor hired by Metro Vancouver Parks). We also hope to be involved in the rehabilitation
and compensation work at the project’s end. Several BMN members and friends are conducting a point-count
bird survey of the impacted field, which will continue twice a week to gather information on the impacts of
the work on bird abundance, behaviour and habitat use.

In terms of member news, this year we lost a long-time member and talented naturalist, Marjorie Griffin.
Marjorie was the first editor (in 1989) of the BMN newsletter, and wife of our first elected president, Mike
Griffin. In happier news, member Lori Austin received Coquitlam’s 2020 Environmental Achievement Award.
Coquitlam’s mayor announced her award saying, “Lori Austin is an energetic and enthusiastic supporter

of many environmental causes — including the Burke Mountain Naturalists, the David Suzuki Foundation’s
butterfly project and more — who also serves as a citizen representative on the City’s Sustainability &
Environmental Advisory Committee”. Also, in 2020, the outstanding volunteerism of Christina and John
Saremba was recognized by BC Natures’ Club Service Award. In addition to their on-the-ground stewardship
and mentoring work, the Sarembas have improved almost every aspect of how BMN conducts our activities
and how we present ourselves to the community. BMN is so fortunate to have two Sarembas!

We are happy to report that the number of BMN memberships has not wavered much during the pandemic.
Our members remain supportive, and are the heart and soul of the club. Their support enables our group to
continue its involvement in a diverse range of nature conservation, education and advocacy activities. ¢

Cariboo Heights Forest Preservation Society (CHFPS)
Submitted by Utta Gagel

t has been a busy, exciting year for the Cariboo Heights Forest Preservation Society (CHFPS), in spite of COVID-
19 restrictions. We have held monthly Zoom meetings and initiated several projects and activities, as well as
continuing with our conservation work.

Activities and Projects:

e We wrote, researched, and constructed our new website with a website designer (generously funded by
the BC Naturalists’ Foundation and BC Nature Club Support Grant).

e Continued with our social media postings: 305 followers on Instagram and 170 followers on Facebook
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page.
Supported a group of BCIT students in the Ecological Restoration BSc. Program, working on their Capstone
Project: “Restoration Proposal for the Perched Pond in the Brunette River Conservation Area”.

Bought gloves and tools for volunteers to use when removing invasive species. This project was also funded
with a club support grant from the BC Naturalists’ Foundation and BC Nature.

Raised funds through card sales at the Crest Pharmasave, a local business. The artwork for the cards

was created by students from Burnaby’s John Knox Christian Elementary school and depicts some of the
wildlife and birds of the Cariboo Heights forest.This is both a fundraiser and a way of promoting community
awareness of the forest and our group.

We have noticed many more visitors in the Cariboo Heights forest over the last year; unfortunately, this
sometimes comes with more illegal trail building, garbage, and damage.

Conservation:

Removed Impatiens parviflora over several small work parties through the spring and summer - seven
volunteers working in distanced pairs, spent 38 hours and filled 30 five-gallon buckets

Ivy removal work party in October - 14 people (largest participation ever) took part, many of whom used the
gloves and clippers purchased with the BC Naturalists’ grant. They worked for more than an hour to create
life rings around many trees. The ivy was removed from chest height down and removed from ground in a
one-metre radius around each tree. A total of 18 garden waste bags were filled.

Documented the presence of Washington subspecies of snowshoe hare in the Cariboo Heights Forest. This
subspecies of snowshoe hare is on the BC Conservation List as Red status. The identification was confirmed
by Dr. John Reynolds at SFU, chair of the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC).

Monitored water quality in one of the creeks flowing through Cariboo Heights forest. We found a pattern

in the measurements of conductivity, and dissolved solids. Measurements spike during the first hours of
rainfall as contaminants are flushed through and then decline. These findings match the patterns found by
Stoney Creek Creek Environmental Committee in the creeks that they monitor.

Worked with Nikki Kroetsch, Community Engagement Coordinator with Fisheries and Oceans Canada, to
have water temperature loggers installed in a settling pond and in the Perched Pond. Sadly, the logger in the
settling pond was stolen.

Continued to work with the City of Burnaby to report and remediate trash and vandalism in the forest.
Started a citizen science project on the i-Naturalist app- “Cariboo Heights Forest Biodiversity”. We currently
have 20 observers. There have been 780 observations and 241 species identified. ¢

Delta Naturalists Society (DNS)
Submitted By Anita den Dikken

This past year certainly has been a year of challenges for all of us.

For the Delta Naturalists Society (DNS), the greatest challenge was to find a president to replace Tom

Bearss after his death in April 2020. All the members of our Exec. committee were involved in the search.
Finally,executive members Audrey Coutts and Syd Barber have agreed to share the presidency. This is working
out very well.

The current Executive of DNS comprises:

Co-Presidents - Syd Barber and Audrey Coutts

Vice President and Presentations - Elizabeth Perrin

Treasurer & ZOOM master - Jim Kneesch

Secretary & Membership - Joanne van Snellenberg

B.C. Nature Representative and DNS Environmental Coordinator - Anita den Dikken
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The co-presidents have worked very hard with UBC to establish the Tom Bearss Bursary. This annual bursary
of $2000.00 is awarded by U.B.C. to a deserving student in one of five environmental studies programs. This
year, the award is being shared by two students in the fourth year of the interdisciplinary Natural Resource
Conservation program. With the strong support of Tom's family, the bursary fund has grown to $23,500.

We are hopeful that another year of donations will take it past the $50,000 threshold required to endow the
bursary, ensuring that it will be self-sustaining.

The Executive of DNS met several times over the summer months. These meetings were socially distanced in-
person meetings in the parking lot of Benediction Lutheran Church where our monthly meetings used to take
place inside. Since then, we have been meeting monthly via ZOOM.

The monthly Club meetings resumed in September via ZOOM. Thanks to Elizabeth, we have had interesting
presentations each month.

DNS has a very active Birds and Biodiversity Committee. In the past, this committee has produced brochures
on birding in Delta and has also worked with the City of Delta to establish a Birds and Biodiversity Strategy.
Over the past year, the committee has expanded its efforts to document other wildlife and plants found in
Delta.

With supporting funding from Delta Nats., the BC Nature Foundation, and several other organizations,
brochures are being produced. These will include intertidal species, insects such as buttterflies, damselflies
and dragonflies, mammals, reptiles and amphibians, fungi, and plants.

A new direction for our Club is an arrangement with our local newspaper, the Delta Optimist, to produce a
biweekly column called Nature Notes. Columns will come from some of our own members as well as from
other nature/environmental partners.

Delta Nats. is continuing our support for Roger Emsley, BC Nature Special Representative for denial of Roberts
Bank Terminal 2. The Environmental Review Panel held public hearings in the spring of 2019 and issued

some interim reports on various facets of the proposal. The Minister of Environment and Climate Change
has approved a pause in the review process, ostensibly to allow the Port more time to build its case that

RBT2 would not create an environmental disaster for the Fraser River estuary. We are concerned about the
detrimental aspects that a huge artificial island would have on various habitats, including juvenile salmon and
particularly for migratory shorebirds such as the Western Sandpiper. We are grateful for the support of some
of our sister clubs in our efforts to say "no" to RBT2.

Other environmental conservation issues include the harassment of wildlife, particularly raptors, by
photographers encroaching into their habitats. There are several local areas in question. Syd, our Co-
President and several concerned members of Delta Nats. have met via ZOOM with a representative of the
provincial government to discuss possible solutions to these issues. Provincial Conservation Officers as well as
local members of Delta Nats. have an important role to play in education of the public.

Another local issue has been the harassment of Garter Snakes by children. There is a hibernaculum in
Boundary Bay Park. In the spring snakes emerge to warm themselves in the sun. Children have been picking up
the snakes and removing them from their habitat. MetroVancouver Parks is assuming some responsibility for
education of the public as well as erecting signage. Interference with wildlife is prohibited by the BC Wildlife
Act.

"They took paradise and put up a parking lot". Recently, DeltaNats. has provided support for members of the
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White Rock Surrey Club who are very concerned about the City of Surrey plans to extend a public roadway
and build a sports arena and parking lot in Bear Creek Park. This is an important natural area for wildlife,
particularly birds. The two clubs recently sent members to the park to document birds found in the area
targeted for transportation development. Again, there are potential violations of the BC Wildlife Act if this
roadway proceeds.

On a more positive note, members of our club are continuing on informal birding outings. And this spring, one
of our members has presided over a backyard species bird contest.

Members of the Cascade Bird Box team continue to build bird boxes. The latest efforts are bat homes This
team offers its thanks to John Saremba of the Burke Mountain Naturalists and Danielle Dagenais of the South
Coast Bats Conservation Society for their suggestions re design and suitable locations for these homes.

In closing, Delta Nats. offers its best wishes to all in BC Nature for the coming year. ¢

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society (FOSB)
Submitted By Margaret Cuthbert

With the ongoing covid restrictions we have not planned group
activities and continue to conduct Board / Team meetings via
Zoom. April 2021 is our 20 Anniversary and with covid restrictions in
place, our celebration is limited. Though FoSBS hasn’t as yet the long
history of many naturalist clubs, our volunteers have accomplished
much and we are very proud of their contributions and ongoing com-
mitment to stewardship in the Boundary Bay watershed including in Serpentine WMA nest box work party.
this past year:

+ monitoring of the forest trail and forest along the Little Campbell River for plant presence and abundance
and continuing ongoing invasive removals through 2020 and 2021;

« co coordinating and planning at the newly planted ‘Garry Oak’ garden at the Dart’s Hill Native Plant
Garden, Surrey with the addition of more plants to enhance the biodiversity, in April 2021;

« conducting ongoing maintenance work parties at the White Rock Native Plant Demonstration Garden
(WRNPDG) through 2020 and again monthly in 2021;

« installing replacement botanical signage for the WRNPDG that had been vandalized and broken;

« planning and launching the invasive European Green Crab project in Boundary Bay with community
partners and in collaboration with Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO). A late start still allowed FoSBS
to set 36 traps in late September and October of 2020 with a contracted project coordinator. In 2021,
FoSBS has hosted virtual meetings and training protocols and is hosting a field training April 30""/May 1%
for volunteers. Each site is organized to have a team leader who will set up their site schedule according
to tide charts for the Boundary Bay. Each site requires two visits per monitoring event, day one to set six
traps, day two to recover and collect data on species. Number of site visits per month will be dependent
on tides and volunteer time;

« developing and offering to the public an Invasive European Green Crab webinar with DFO participation to
raise public awareness about this serious threat to eelgrass beds and salt marshes in the Boundary Bay &
Fraser delta;

» installing invasive green crab interpretive signs at Blackie Spit & White Rock piers in collaboration with
DFO and the Pacific Salmon Foundation;

« developing and offering a World Wetlands Day webinar on February 2, 2021 to the public with three
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municipal speakers (Langley, Surrey & Delta) discussing the
health and future of their wetlands and three additional
speakers discussing wetlands and salt marshes in the lower
mainland;

public events were cancelled throughout 2020 except for a
FoSBS team appreciation event at Blackie Spit that included
a beach cleanup and a socially distanced get together with
refreshments and appreciation gifts. Another is planned for
June 2021 with a tree planting;

the 2020 Beach Hero Marine Interpretive program was
severely limited by covid protocols but the contracted
coordinator worked to raise public awareness about the
invasive green crab by using social media and a news release.
The local newspaper did a story with photos of the volunteers during the field survey;

public shoreline cleanups had to be cancelled but FoSBS has been encouraging families and individuals to
do their own cleanups and let us know where and when for a map on our website;

continuing to work on the Boundary Bay Birding and Biodiversity Trail guide in partnership with Birds
Canada, City of Delta and Surrey and the Delta Naturalists’;

distributing the coastal native plant brochures and Birds of Surrey brochures to project partners,
organizations and libraries to further raise community awareness and knowledge;

working on reformatting our school programs as videos for teachers to download as needed, the first to
be offered will be marine with a focus on crabs;

continuing weekly bird surveys at Blackie Spit, Surrey;

ongoing support and assistance to students providing information for extended essays and projects. In
April FoSBS has committed to supporting a co-od student with work experience participating in green
crab surveys and developing videos for social media;

ongoing postings to our Facebook page, Instagram and Twitter;

ongoing co-coordination of the Shared Waters Alliance transboundary working group with participation
in stakeholder meetings and fundraising for water quality sampling in the Little Campbell River system;
continue to lobby the City of White Rock to re-install the natural history signage we developed now that
the ‘Memorial Park’ is completed, now four years since removed. Latest update from City of White Rock
staff is that they are taking our sign text and photos to make their own but out of context and no credit,
very difficult community to work with;

completing and submitting our DFO Public Involvement Program final report in March 2021;

continuing to assist and support community organizations who are project partners who are
accomplishing amazing goals including ongoing monitoring of red-legged frog and western toad;

writing a summary of FoSBS and the LCWS historical and current involvement at the Little Campbell River
Hatchery (SF&GC property) and submitting to their Board to remind them of our long participation and
contributions to the property because as they negotiate a property transfer their focus has been on the
hatchery, archery and shooters interests rather than stewardship and conservation.

AL i AR Er P

Vegetation survey transect - IEGC project

The Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society will continue to collaborate with many community partners to reach
common goals in conservation, citizen science and environmental education in the Boundary Bay watershed.$®

Langley Field Naturalists (LFN)
Submitted By Kathy Masse

A

s we experience another year of COVID-19 restrictions, our activities and interactions have changed. How-
ever, through adaptations, we have maintained communication with members and our commitment to en-

joying and protecting our environment.
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Our executive and general meetings are both

on Zoom. The executive sessions are two hours
long, with lively discussions about conservation
and projects. The well-attended general meetings
start with a short business section followed by a
fascinating Zoom presentation. In October, LFN's
Phil Henderson, speaking about Savary Island, :
described how its warm soil and sheltered position &
produce unique flora and fauna. In March,Anthea &5
Farr and Corey Bunnell, with incredible slides,
informed us about the many species of BC's
native bees, their importance and threats.

Happily, we were allowed our usual summer walks [ . |

with COVID protocols, socially distanced, and Ricio aos et
small numbers. Each Wednesday evening, we
explored another beautiful Langley area, including
the Blaauw Eco Forest and Irene Pearce Trail. Members enjoyed an evening mini-bioblitz at Brydon Lagoon.
Our regular fall walks continued with protocols. The trip to Willband Creek in Abbotsford found our members
on the viewing platform, honing their identification skills. On the Reifel trip, we identified 51 species

and enjoyed the highlight of 3 Virginia Rails near the viewing tower. At the end of November, new COVID
restrictions prohibited group gatherings, and our field trips ceased.

An enjoyable summer evening at wonderful Blaaw Eco-Forest.

Participation in the annual White Rock/Surrey/Langley occurred on December 27th with COVID protocols.
The number of participants in each area, reduced to two, had observers travelling in their own cars to count
bird numbers successfully. Participants counted sixty-eight species among the 7,786 sightings. We also
participated in the Pitt River count on January 3™.

Our Biodiversity study at the Milaster property commissioned by the Township of Langley continues. Regular
counts of flora and fauna have reached over 1000, with members recentently adding to counts of bees and
insects. Spring has returned, and there are now faun lilies, and trillium in bloom with Violet-green and Tree
swallows flying overhead!

In February 2020, we received a grant from BC Nature for a bat detector to further our knowledge of
populations in Langley. Two members learned how to operate this detector attached to an iPad. In the
summer, they began a project twice a week to visit different areas of Langley, with self-distancing protocols.
They discovered six species of bats over the summer and the locations of some roosts. This year, we are
awaiting our bats' return, and we hope COVID rules allow us to further our studies.

Other LFN projects continued. The Forslund Watson team has continued building nest boxes and bat boxes
for Forslund and different locations on Langley. The team also monitored the boxes, checking for inhabitants,
cleaning and maintenance. Forslund Watson committee members are embarking on a project to liaison with
BCIT students to build a second vernal pond on the property. Also, a schedule of our LFN'ers to monitor new
Purple Martin nest boxes at Meunch Bar has begun until the first week of July.

To commemorate our 50" anniversary in 2023, the Langley Field Naturalists launched this year a project to
produce a history book about our story from the beginning. Through Zoom meetings, we laid the foundations.
First, we established what we wanted to cover and made a preliminary plan. We determined our expected
audience: LFN members and other BC Nature clubs. Proposed chapters cover our history from the earliest
days, conservation and community projects, field trips, education and social events. Along the way, we will
bring in stories of the members who contributed to our club's success. With our goals in mind and a planin
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place, research into old minutes and newsletters, writing has started on some topics.

In retrospect, we realize the success of another productive year for the Langley Field Naturalists. Our quarterly
newsletter's function to keep all members up-to-date on our activities and projects continue. With safety
protocols, our meetings and projects endured. But how we hope that we can soon experience the pleasure of
meeting together in person to enjoy, enhance and protect nature! ¢

Little Campbell Watershed Society (LCWS)
Submitted By David Riley

he LCWS Partner groups continue to work in col-

laboration for the Little Campbell River and its
watershed through advocacy, habitat enhancement
projects, citizen science and education. Activities
through the past year include:

e another tree/ shrub planting by our A Rocha partners
along the main stem of the LCR on the Little Campbell
River Hatchery property;

e ongoing monthly bird surveys conducted by A
Rocha and their interns at the LCR Forest Trail
Campbell Valley Park and estuary;

e March/ April 2021 monitoring of Red-legged Frog egg masses and breeding success of Western Toad.
Ongoing monitoring will continue with interns of A Rocha will follow the toadlets and install a pipe to
guide them to a culvert to cross the road;

e ongoing monitoring of the Salish Sucker population by partner A Rocha in the LCR and continuance of their
small mammal surveys;

e ongoing co-coordination of A Rocha and FoSBS of the Shared Waters Alliance, a transboundary, multi-
agency NGO working group focused on water quality in the river and Semiahmoo Bay in support of the
Semiahmoo First Nation to again harvest shellfish in the bay;

e funding securement for two fish ladders to replace old culverts that impede salmon migration on the Little
Campbell River, projects that have been on hold through the winter;

e member biologist Myles Lamont continuing to monitor the Sandhill Crane population in the lower
mainland and place tracking devices on some;

e conducting ongoing invasive plant removals along the Little Campbell River at a number of sites in the
riparian areas and monitoring plant presence and growth success;

e contributing to the writing of a summary of FoSBS and the LCWS current and historical participation in
stewardship and conservation at the Little Campbell Hatchery (SF&GC property);

e conducting LCWS Board meetings via Zoom hosted by our A Rocha partner;

e ongoing advisement to the Douglas Residents Association
concerning the hydrogen sulphide being emitted from
the feedlot property and attending meetings. This
property has recently changed hands and the LCWS plans §
to advise on land stewardship of the river;

e ongoing site visits and letters submitted to the City of
Surrey concerning development proposals;

e ongoing monitoring of the galvanizing plant and the
health and environmental concerns with member
participation in Environmental Appeal Board hearings;

e addressing the proposed extension of 18" Ave east
through a wetland and salmon bearing tributary of the

i

Volunteers planting along the LCR forest trail.

16



Little Campbell River;

e monitoring of recent old growth tree cutting in the Township of Langley that as yet has not adopted a
Tree Bylaw;

* ongoing participation in City of Surrey’s biodiversity preserves in the LCR watershed;

e ongoing monitoring of environmentally sensitive areas and follow up to agencies re: concerns;

e ongoing input to the City of White Rock and FLNRO concerning dogs off leash on beaches of Boundary
Bay (wildlife disturbance and water quality issues);

e LCWS members continue to work hard to increase knowledge and promote the Little Campbell River
Urban Park Corridor initiative;

e ongoing posting to social media including our Facebook page and the Little Campbell Watershed Society
website, www.littlecampbelltiver.org

e preparing materials to contribute the story of the LCWS to a Langley Heritage Museum exhibit;

e participation in DFQO’s Salmon Enhancement Program event for clubs by preparing a LCWS video and
attending the virtual event;

e receipt from the City of Surrey to the Little Campbell Watershed Society, their Civic Distinction
Environmental Award as Outstanding Community Group that is awarded only every four years. ¢

Nature Chilliwack Club (NC)
Submitted By Janne Perrin

Nature
I\ Chi Lliwack

1971 TO 2021 CELEBRATING OUR 50™ YEAR

EXECUTIVE 2021-2022
« President/BCN Club Representative: Janne Perrin
« Vice President: Cole Stahl
+ Past President: Denis Knopp
« Treasurer/Membership: Janet Pollock
« Secretary: Scott Denkers

MEMBERSHIP
+ 40 registered members; 26 Individual Memberships (1 complimentary, 2 Organizations), 8 Family
Memberships (16 Members),

PUBLICATIONS
» NC updated the Nature Chilliwack brochure. Copies are distributed via public libraries, the local bird
store and the Great Blue Heron Nature Reserve.
In addition to our 2020 glossy printed bird brochure, Nature Chilliwack produced an educational
downloadable edition with bird identification tips, birding resources and code of birding ethics
+ NC produced a spreadsheet of field trip destination as a planning document. Each destination includes its
difficulty level and the latitude and longitude of its access point is provided.



SOCIAL MEDIA

Website is www.naturechilliwack.ca

Facebook page, www.facebook.com/NatureChilliwack .
NC Flickr page, www.flickr.com/photos/naturechilliwack

FIELD TRIPS

« Because of the COVID-19 pandemic health regulations, field trips are presently suspended. In summer/
fall 2020 when restrictions were less rigid we hosted evening summer walks weekly and monthly field trips
until November.

PRESENTATIONS AT GENERAL MEETINGS

From March 2020 until November 2020 we Skyped, shared the video than sent links to our members who
missed the talk. In January 2021we learned how to use BC Nature’s Zoom for the same purpose. In February
we got really bold and featured a “live” speaker and have carried on with that format. It’s a steep learning
curve to host Zoom.

e March 2020 - Glyn Williams-Jones’ video on Volcanoes

e April 2020 - Ross Vennesland’s video “Nesting with the Devil”

e May 2020 - Maureen Vo’s video on Killer Whales

e October 2020 - Tara Imlay’s video on Bird Strikes

e November 2020 - David Hancock’s video on Eagles of the Harrison River

e January 2021 - Bryce Conner’s video on Mountain Caribou

e February 2021 - Denis Knopp spoke on Rare Species Surveys

e March 2021 - Rob Butler showed “ Returning — Journey to the Salish Sea”

e April 2021 - Michelle Jackson presented a PowerPoint on Barn Swallows

LETTERS

« Support for AEW Limited Partnership grant application to the Habitat Stewardship Program to advance
conservation activities in the Fraser Valley for the Pacific water shrew and Oregon forest snail to - February
27,2021

« Opposition to Trans Mountain Expansion posted to the Province's public participation site for
reconsiderations of the NEB report — January 30, 2021

« Letter of support for an appeal by Chris Kitt re: opposition to the approval of the Qualding Mine, allowing
the Peregrine Falcon nest site removal when it is protected under the Wildlife Act - January 24, 2021

+ Letter of request to the Ministry of Environment, Nature Trust of BC and BC's Head Veterinarian to NOT use
the Camp River Wildlife Area for a one month trapping program thought needed to rule out the presence
of COVID-19 positive escaped mink from the nearby farm. - January 12, 2021

+ Letter of response to Ministry of Environment phone call re: That conservation for the Peregrine Falcon
and migratory Cliff Swallow nesting site remain protected under the Wildlife Act and our provincial
commitments to the Migratory Bird Convention Act be enforced. - December 8, 2020

+ Letter requesting the Ministry of Environment act to conserve the Peregrine Falcon nest and the largest
Cliff Swallow nesting site in the Lower Mainland at Qualding Mines, Abbotsford. - November 14, 2020

GRANTS

«  The club received a $1045 grant from the BC Naturalists’ Foundation for a 50th Anniversary Public Planting
at Camp River Wildlife Area in March. - Due to COVID-19 regulations, this planting is set up virtually with
people notifying us of what planting time slot they would like so that each group is alone at the planting
site for safety.

CAMP SLOUGH WILDLIFE AREA
» Through Facebook, many members of the public responded to the March planting call out but not all
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registered showed up.

+ Coffee Cutters maintenance sessions on the 1% Saturday of the month suspended since November 2020
due to COVID-19 health regulations

« During the lockdown our stewards, Denis Knopp and Lee Larkin, and the Nature Trust BC crew continued
regular maintenance of the property. Many of the duck boxes and swallow houses are in use. Two species
of owls observed with the barred owls successfully nesting. Photographers have become a concern. ¢

Nature Vancouver (NV)
Submitted By Bev Ramey and Janet Snell

Introduction — As with every club in the province, this past year has presented creative challenges for our
club. Regular field trips and hikes have been cancelled and our energies have directed towards virtual con-
nections with members.

Zoom Presentations — We have moved our Thursday evening presentations to the Zoom format with up to
100 members participating (including some members who had previously been unable to attend in person.)
This year we have included presentations by scholarship applicants from last year; the first by one of our
scholarship winners, Chris Stinson on Two Marten Species in BC, as well as two other presentations by
scholarship bursary recipients; Alex Martin with Waters That Bind Us and in June 2021, a presentation will be
given by three student presenters from the SFU/BCIT Ecological Restoration Masters program, Shaan Aroeste,
Cassie Friesen and Cassandra Harper.

The presentations have been wide-ranging this year and perhaps the Zoom format has allowed us to access
presenters who would not have been able to attend in person. As well, our membership secretary has
reported an increased number of new membership sign-ups. There has been discussion within the club as
to how we might be able to continue some Zoom presentations in the future — after we are able to present
in person again. Many of the presentations have been recorded and are
uploaded to our YouTube channel and can be accessed through https://
naturevancouver.ca/videos-of-evening-presentations/.

Annual Photography Competition - The photo entries and the results of this year’s
Annual Nature Vancouver Photo Competition were presented on 25 March 2021.
More than ninety members participated in this presentation by Ron Long via Zoom
Video Conferencing. This year forty-six members submitted 345 photos. You may
view all of the photos at this link: https.//naturevancouver.ca/2021-nv-photo-

competition/

Scholarships — The Nature Vancouver scholarship program has grown this -
year with the addition of two special scholarship awards dedicated to the

memory and legacy of Hugh Hamilton who passed away last year. The Hugh Birds 1" Place — Susan Robertshaw
Hamilton scholarships have been created by a generous donation from

Gordon and Daphne Squire, long-time Nature Vancouver members. There will be one award for a graduate
student and one for a senior under-graduate student who best exemplify the work and spirit of Hugh
Hamilton. As well, the traditional Nature Vancouver scholarship will be awarded to a student whose work and
study best represents the values of Nature Vancouver. These awards will be announced at the annual AGM on
May 27,

L""“-n,_\_‘_

Nature Journal: The annual Discovery was published and mailed to members in late November. See online
copies of all issues, dating back to 1972 at this link:

Conservation Activities— A number of letter-writing campaigns and activities have been initiated this year:

19



e Aletter in support of the proposed rodenticides ban has been sent to City of Vancouver councillors and
Parks Board Commissioners. The city, under the Vancouver Charter, may be able to act independently
from the province to initiate a city-wide ban on all properties.

e A letter of support was issued for Christopher Kitt’s Notice of Appeal of the permit issued to allow the
removal and relocation of the Peregrine Falcon nest in the Quadling Quarry, Sumas Mountain.

e A letter was sent to the Mayor and Council of the District of North Vancouver to support Elise Roberts as
our representative on their Seymour Trail Strategy Plan.

e A letter was submitted to the Provincial Government to urge action to discourage nature photographers at
Brunswick Point Wildlife Management Area who are harassing wildlife, especially owls.

e Representatives attend the City of Vancouver Bird Advisory Committee and are helping with Bird Week.

e Aswell, a number of members, as part of a coordinated program by Nature Canada, have contacted their
local MPs to push for improved environmental policies

Nature Projects — Within the large and diverse Vancouver area, some members have been brainstorming and
planning future nature projects such as: pollinator container gardens, pollinator corridors and invasive species
removal. Contact was initiated with Vancouver Parks Board staff with regards to stewardship opportunities.
Members in small, restricted groups have carried on with nest box clean-out over the winter and with monthly
bird surveys. Several members are involved with the new Marsh Monitoring initiative of Birds Canada and
WildResearch.

Christmas Bird Count —The Vancouver CBC was cancelled last December due to provincial health restrictions
and recommendations against non-essential travel. Following an abundance of caution, members were
encouraged to submit feeder watching in their areas as an alternative. This was a very difficult decision and
reflected a diversity of opinion.

We are all looking forward to resuming weekly field trips and outings for the late spring and summer.$

Entomology 1** Place - Marian Shikaze

Best in Show — Philip Edgel

Pender Harbour Wildlife Society
Submitted By Carole Logtenberg

The year began as usual with our monthly meetings with guest speaker presentations in January and February.
We also held our AGM in February.

* In March, we cancelled our regular monthly presentations indefinitely due to Covid. However, the board of
directors has continued to meet via Zoom to discuss society business.
* We have written letters to voice our concerns regarding the following topics: BC Old Growth Strategic Re-
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view; logging proposal in the Egmont/North Lake area

We wrote letters of support to the Loon Foundation for the local PODS project.

We sent a letter to MP Patrick Weiler stating our support for Marine Protected Areas. The letter included
our continued interest in the establishment of a Marine Protected Area in the Jervis and Sechelt Inlets.
We gave a donation to the Gibsons’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in memory of its founder Clint Davy.
We organized a fun and engaging presentation by Mr. Dave Davies, the Fisheries and Oceans Canada Com-
munity Advisor for the lower Sunshine Coast, on the life cycle and habitat of the West Coast Salmon to our
local Madeira Park Elementary School.

Completed and submitted the BC Nature and BC Naturalists' Foundation funded project “Stewardship of
Swallows and Bats and their Habitats on the Sunshine Coast”. Thank you BC Nature and BC Naturalists’
Foundation for your support!

With no public meetings, we relied on our newsletter to provide our members with lots of online and out-
door nature activities. We forwarded BC Nature, BC Parks, Earth Day, and iNaturalist online activities.

A few board members met with BC Nature President Harry Crosby. We had a lovely socially distanced,
friendly walk, counting birds, observing and learning about flowers and plants, and the surrounding eco-
system of Ambrose Lake. It was a great opportunity for us to learn more about BC Nature and for Harry to
learn more about our Society. Thanks for the visit Harry!

Despite not being able to meet with our members in person all year, our membership renewal campaign
was more successful than we anticipated. We attributed this success with our regular newsletter remind-
ers, telephone campaign and the addition of online, e-transfer direct deposits.

In December, member John Field hosted the Annual Christmas BirdCount. As usual many members partici-
pated in our final activity of the year. ¢
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Whistler Naturalists Society (WNS)
Submitted By Shawn Mason

espite the COVID-19 restrictions the Whistler Naturalists continued their projects and engagement with

the community/public. Social media has been the primary vehicle in maintaining member and public
contact through our website. The website offers reference material, history, and local “Pique” newsmagazine
nature column “Naturespeak”. Connecting with members is done through our active Facebook page and by
maintaining a Twitter account and email.

In 2020 most of our activities have gone virtual or re-
stricted to activities appropriate to the Public Health
directives of the day.

Whistler BioBlitz- (our 14 year) Scientists and re-
searchers continued fieldwork to view, dig, capture
and explore the species of Whistler’s Flora and Fauna.
This year’s adaptation was to spread it over June
(mostly virtual) and July with social distancing. June
sessions engaged five local schools to watch virtual
presentations by BioBlitz scientists and the sessions
were recorded by the school board for future use. A virtual Scavenger Hunt was created to actively engage
school children. July was dedicated to the fieldwork of the scientists and researchers doing what they do best
to collect and identify species of flora and fauna in the Whistler area. The species list continues to grow -well
over 4000 species. Thanks to all contributors!

Photo Credit: Joern Rohde

“Fungus Among Us” celebrated its 18" year with 10 new fungi found to bring the total to almost 1,000 spe-
cies. To engage the public, in a year of restrictions, Whistler Naturalists challenged Whistlerites to a Photo
contest! Whistlerites were asked to photograph and submit their favourite Mushroom/fungi photos. We had
over 200 entries! Seems like this was a winning way to get people into the autumn forest to look for fungi. This
may have to become an annual event!

Once mushrooms were gathered, identified and recorded it was time to
cook! Chef Bruce Worden did an amazing job of presenting ‘Cooking and
Preserving Wild Mushrooms’ and presented virtually to members. If only we
could convey the smell of the wonderful dishes he was preparing!

Christmas Bird Count (CBC) - Our CBC, held in mid-December, was adapted

to single counters in designated areas. Counts and reports were submit-

ted to the compiler via Email or phone. We did miss the camaraderie of

the post-count celebrations. The small but efficient group trudged through

snowfall this year to record over 42 species. The alpine skier groups (Whist-

Photo Credit: W.L. Caulfield ler and Blackcomb mountains) were able to spot the Ptarmigans again and
this year got their 1% pileated woodpecker onto their alpine count.

Monthly bird count/walks - A small core group was able to continue with the monthly bird counts along the
regular route to Rainbow Park.

Conservation Activities: Whistler Naturalist support the continued monitoring of the Wedgemount and Over-

lord Glaciers, for the 45" year of monitoring thanks to the dedicated researchers. This year they had a BCIT
student participate in the excursion for mentorship by the experts. ¢
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White Rock & Surrey Naturalists (WRSN)
Submitted By Carol Monaghan

EETINGS: In January, 2021, we began using Zoom for our monthly meetings. This new meeting method
has become a great connection with our members. Our program coordinators have scheduled excellent
presentations for the meetings which have been enjoyed by the members. Several members also participate in
the Zoom meetings of the Delta and Langley Naturalists clubs.
Membership: We have been encouraged by the fact that in spite of COVID-19, we have had new members join
WRSN in the last nine months.
Trips: The scheduling of our outings has been determined by the COVID-19 restrictions. We held some trips
in the fall using the Covid protocols. In the past few weeks, we have enjoyed trips which focussed on birds,
flora and fauna and geology, and we have some trips scheduled for the next months. All trip leaders follow the
Covid protocols as to the numbers attending, the wearing of masks, and appropriate distancing. We are plan-
ning a Treasure Hunt in late April. This will focus on the history of WRSN which will celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary in 2023. Participants will travel in their own cars and follow the appropriate Covid protocols.

Nicomekl Cleanup (Known as the Leona Project): We were able to schedule one clean-up in September 2020.
Because of our clean-up efforts during the past years, the amount of debris has decreased at each clean-up.
However, the dreaded polystyrene still shows up. We hope that we’ll be able to schedule another clean-up in
the Fall.

Bequest from the Estate of John Halliday McCrae: Some of the McCrae Bequest funds were used for a copse
planting at Elgin Heritage Park. In the Fall, our members worked with Surrey Parks to put in the shrubs and
trees, and it’s been rewarding to see the growth that has taken place in the past months.

Ducks Unlimited Canada also received monies from the McCrae Bequest to fund construction work at the
Serpentine Wildlife Mnagement Area (WMA.) They have conducted vegetation maintenance and ditch clearing
around water control structures and will use the funds to purchase new pipes.

The David Hancock Wildlife Foundation also received a donation from the McCrae Bequest to purchase to pur-
chase 10 solar-powered GPS trackers which will record the migratory patterns of Bald Eagles who return each
year to their nesting sites in this area.

Eagle Monitoring Project by the David Hancock Foundation: Several WRSN members are making regular
checks of the local eagle nests.

Eva Bene Butterfly Garden: Some of our members spend many hours maintaining the Butterfly Garden, and
recently they were helped by the Lower Mainland Green Team and some local students to remove invasive
plants from the garden.

WRSN Work with the Langley Field Naturalists: Three of our
members recently worked with the Langley Naturalists and
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay to clean nest boxes at the Serpen-
tine WMA.

WRSN Work on Conservation and Environmental Issues:

MacCaud Park, White Rock: President Liz Walker wrote an -
excellent letter to the City of White Rock to oppose the use of £
this park for pickle ball courts. The City Council voted against &=
this proposal and several Council members thanked WRSN for

. . . . A group effort with our neighbour-clubs, cleaning nest
providing solid reasons for not supporting this proposal. boxes.

Erv e
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Extension of 84™ Ave. through part of Surrey’s Bear Creek Park: WRSN members have been kept up to date
on this very serious issue by our vice-president Deb Jack. This project was rejected several years ago together
with a proposal to use some of the Bear Creek Park for a parking area for a local temple. However, the present
Surrey Council now wants to proceed with both projects.

Roberts Bank Terminal 2: Member Nan Ames keeps our membership up to date with concerns about this
project.

Facebook and Newsletter: The WRSN Facebook page has many followers and is always updating its content.
The Newsletter is published four times a year. ¢

WildResearch
Submitted By Angela Bond

e did unfortunately have a few cancellations early in the year due to COVID-19, including our annual
Cooper’s Hawk in the City Program and, for the first time since its inception in 2010, our Spring Migra-
tion Monitoring banding season at lona.

However, | am so proud and appreciative of how our Board and committees worked tirelessly and found ways
to adjust; and not only did we remain functional throughout this challenging year, but instead we excelled and
kept our members engaged at a time when we could not meet in person.

Even though we were not able to operate the banding station in the spring, we did perform a daily census
survey and worked on vegetation and habitat assessments. We were able to proceed with our fall banding
season. We had to put several COVID-19 related safety protocols in place, which included not being able to do
hands-on training of new volunteers. Despite these restrictions, we had a successful season. We were able to
open our nets 42 days between August 26 and October 6, and we banded 2281 individual birds (1894 new and
387 recaptures); representing 48 species. Highlights included two station firsts — a Clay-coloured Sparrow and
a Northern Mockingbird!

2020 was the first year the Nightjar Program was officially coordinated by Birds Canada after we handed over
the reins at the beginning of the year. To help fill this void, we are very excited to be launching our new pro-
gram this spring — our Marsh Monitoring Program in collaboration with Birds Canada.

Our Membership Services and Outreach Committee (MSOC) remained quite active throughout the year, pro-
viding numerous events and activities to keep our members engaged. Of course, due to COVID-19, we had to
move our various activities online. We hosted a Gull ID workshop, a Bird Song ID Workshop, and a Trivia Night.
We also hosted our first online book club — where participants read “What the Robin Knows” by Jon Young and
met online weekly to discuss. We also added a new piece of merchandise to our collection now available for
sale —a buff.

In response to the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, we felt it was important to pause and look for
ways we, as an organization, can be more inclusive. In June, the Board released an official statement on
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion (DEI), and Anti-Racism. We formed a DEl Committee to help find ways to address
anti-racism and inclusion in our community. All Board members, as well as committee and program leaders,
are taking a Diversity and Inclusion Training for Volunteers course to help raise awareness and be informed.

WildResearch undertook an exciting collaborative project with Environment and Climate Change Canada
(ECCC) this past summer. Using mist nets out on the mudflats, Western Sandpipers were captured, processed,
and banded; and nanotags deployed. Forty-six nanotags were deployed at our sites in Roberts Bank and the
other thirty-three at lona Island Regional Park.
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In conjunction with this project, we completed shorebird surveys at Roberts Bank and lona every week during
this project period.

And with that, I'd like to sign off by saying how proud | am of what we were able to accomplish during such a
challenging year — during a year when we couldn’t even meet in person. Even though we are still under the
restrictions of this pandemic, | see a positive, busy, and bright year ahead of us. ¢

Yorkson Watershed Enhancement Society (YEWS)
Submitted By Kathy Masse

ur enhancement and protection of the Yorkson Watershed continued this year despite the pandemic. We
monitored the salmon run, participated in community causes, assembled our mini-bioblitz kit, and began
work on a document to celebrate our 20" anniversary. Our small group accomplished our yearly goals.

We were hopeful we would experience a better salmon run this year than previously because Langley
Township had cleared and repaired many culverts. Langley Township replaced the ageing culvert with a new
salmon-friendly one at West Langley Hall. A completed huge culvert running under Highway One now allows
salmon to reach the headwaters of the Yorkson. A teacher at Yorkson Middle School reported she and her
class spotted Coho in the creek beside her school in the fall. We decided to produce signage to install
strategically in the watershed to protect our fish, alerting people to keep their dogs out of the creeks during
spawning. A member designed a simple “No Paws” message with clear graphics. The ten signs installed raised
public awareness of both the run and how
to protect the fish.

In October, we assigned members
locations to check for species and numbers
of salmon. Finally, in mid-November, we
began to see results, both in the Yorkson
and its tributaries. Each time we checked,

we saw more! A newspaper article in the - NO PAWS IN CREEK
Langley Advance Times spurred public i oo gl

interest. We saw many excited walkers
at crossings peering into the creeks at
the migrating Coho and Chum. Our final
results were: 32 Coho and 8 Chum in the
Yorkson mainstem and West Munday
Creek.

A concern for our salmon has developed. — Y o '
One of 10 “No Paws” signs installed in the Yorkson Watershed to educate

Late on April 19%, a fire broke out at an ) . . .
o . the public about protecting spawning salmon and fry in our streams
apartment under construction in Willoughby  ppot0: Mmarlee st. pierre

near West Munday Creek. The firefight

caused toxic fire retardants, toxic ash, and chlorine to enter the stream. We await water sample results to see
how much contamination remains. Some have gone into detention ponds, and hopefully, others flushed out.
We will follow the test results and monitor the fry for survival. We have spotted some fry already. Yorkson
members now want to make a presentation to the Township to craft a better environmental plan to protect our
waterways in future fires.

In February 2020, we were pleased to receive a club support grant from BC Nature and the BC Naturalists
Foundation to purchase a kit of items for the annual min-bioblitz kit we hold on a June evening. We changed
our plans with the onset of the pandemic and the cancellation of public gatherings. Instead, the Yorkson group
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pivoted to a project of a Langley-wide bioblitz involving all stewardship groups. The event was successful,
with individuals and families recording their sightings on iNaturalist over two weeks in June. This June, we are
planning on repeating the virtual bioblitz.

However, we only have a faint hope that we can hold our min-bioblitz event this year. To be ready for the
future, we decided to fulfill our goal, supported by BC Nature’s grant to shop for our kit items. We fine-tuned
our list after getting expert advice on the best pieces to buy and the different merchants to use. Two dedicated
volunteers researched the internet and local merchants before making our first order. We purchased a
microscope in January, and today, the completion of our kit is near.

Other events of this year filled out our schedule. In September, we participated in a (self-distanced)

planting event on a floodplain on West Munday Creek, north of the train tracks. We worked with Langley
Environmental Partners (LEPS) in restoring this degraded wetland. A Yorkson member selected to participate
in the Langley Township Tree Canopy Conservation and Enhancement Strategy committee examined Langley’s
proposed bylaw and suggested improvements. We wrote letters to the mayor and council to support the
proposed Climate Action Strategy. To celebrate YWES’s 20t anniversary, we’ve been entering photos of events
from over the years to our Google Drive and will write accompanying stories.

Promising signs that next year we will be back to normal are simmering. Next year we hope to return to public
education events, our fish release, our mini-bioblitz and garbage pickups. We want to gather for meetings and
events to further advance the importance to all about the benefits of achieving a healthy Yorkson Watershed.

o

Northern Regional
Regional Coordinator - Walter Thorne

No reports received from:
Bulkley Valley Naturalists
Mackenzie Nature Observatory
Timberline Trail and Nature Club

Review of Northern Clubs — Walter Thorne

ur northern remote group of BC Nature clubs are in the towns/cities of Williams Lake, Quesnel, Prince
George, MacKenzie, Dawson Creek, Smithers, Terrace, and Kitimat. Our latest addition is Delkatla club on

Haida Gwaii.

Our group manages to stay connected with spring and fall Zoom link ups. Occasionally we share ideas by email
or by phone. There are fewer resource people to help the environmentalists of the north. We greatly appreci-
ate the BC Nature enews "Natures Voice" and the quarterly provincial BCnature Magazine. COVID-19 has been
an acutely felt challenge in the north. The camps and conferences offered by BC Nature clubs, mostly in the
south were so looked forward to. They have been sorely missed during our extended COVID-19 winter.

One of the prevailing challenges in the north is providing meaningful opportunities in nature while questioning
the many resource exploitation projects. It is a challenge to be an environmentalist in a northern town. You
are often seen as working against progress and the goals of the community. Our strange allies with retention
and development of wetlands can even be a Rod and Gun club of hunters and fishermen. We appreciate the
support of our southern environmental warriors. ¢
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Delkatla Sanctuary Society (DSS)
Submitted By Margo Hearne

he Nature Centre at Delkatla 2020 was a year like no other. We started on an up-beat note with workshop

rentals in February and March, then the pandemic closed down the world — but the good news is we are
afloat! We applied to Gwaii Trust for a grant to help offset lost revenue from entry fees and received a grant of
$2,000. This helped cover the cost of utilities for the year.

We opened the Centre on June 1 2020 after preparing for COVID-19 restrictions, however, when the virus
spread to Haida Gwaii we, regretfully, had to close on July 18. The closure remained for the rest of the year.
Haida Gwaii was closed to off-island visitors, island residents were not travelling between communities and
local residents restricted their movements to essential services only, although many made use of the nature
walks around the Wildlife Sanctuary for their physical and mental health. We are fortunate to have such a won-
derful place in our community.

Even though the Centre was closed to visitors we were still as busy as bees. Volunteers did two Breeding Bird
Surveys in June (far from any humans); monitored bird activity all year, mowed the grass and cleaned and or-
ganized the Centre for coming seasons. We did five Christmas Bird Counts at various locations throughout the
islands with 38 volunteers in all.

A Bar-tailed Godwit flew into the Sanctuary on April 29. It had been banded in New Zealand and came our way
via South Korea. It was an amazing sight to see it feeding with Marbled Godwits and other shorebirds in the
Sanctuary.

In March the Centre's driveway was levelled and gravelled as it had become softened by the buildup of organic
matter over the years.

Throughout the summer volunteers checked the Centre regularly and it was a good opportunity to clear and
tidy the office and open space. We continue to check it regularly; it keeps our insurance company happy. We
held our ‘physically distanced” AGM in June, then in October construction work began in a big way. Our en-
trance-way was replaced with a new cedar fence and work there continues. We replaced the back door which
had rotted through and built a porch to protect it from the elements. Further renovations are being planned
including an extension to the kitchen/lab which will increase our storage space.

In June 2020 the Society joined BC Nature as a Full Member Club which makes us part of the larger Provincial
naturalists’ network. It is a positive move. We have had articles published in the BC Nature over the past few
months. ¢

Kitimat Valley Naturalists
Submitted By Susan Thorne

he Kitimat Valley Naturalists participated in birding activities throughout 2020. We were so pleased that

we could still complete our monthly Coastal Waterbird surveys despite COVID-19. Many members enjoyed
birding on a regular/ daily basis, and into 2021 we continue to enjoy the outdoors and the birds. This year we
are building nest boxes and installing them in wetland areas, close to town. We are really concerned about
our wetland areas as there is so much industrial activity happening. We want to educate our council and com-
munity members about the value of wetlands. We are hoping to get some areas protected, but it is a difficult
journey as it seems many in our town focus only on industry and do not seem concerned about the environ-
ment.

This summer season we hope to paint fish signs at our street drains, reminding the public not to dump any-

27



thing down the drains. We completed this project several years ago but the signs have weathered and there
are many new streets that do not have signs.

As part of the NWBC Reptile and Amphibian monitoring program some of us monitor salamander boards and
ponds and record observations. Sometimes we collect invertebrates for the Royal BC Museum.

Throughout 2020 and into 2021 we meet four times a year with LNGC. Our meetings are now virtual, but they
have continued. We, along with the Rod and Gun Club and Douglas Channel Watch are able to question LNGC
about our environmental concerns, and they update us on what is next on the project. There are so many
smaller projects within the LNGC and CGL (Coastal Gas Link) projects that keeping track of everything going on
at the LNGC site and the pipeline, and in the area is overwhelming. There are other LNG projects in the works,
plus a propane terminal and railcar lay down, that we will be watching, and questioning. ¢

Northern Amphibians Naturalists Society (NANS)
Submitted By Norma Kerby

embership in the Northern Amphibians Naturalists Society (NANS)extends from Fort Fraser to Prince

Rupert, south to Kitimat, and north to Dease Lake. Many of our members participate as monitors or
provide monitoring station sites for the North West BC Reptile and Amphibian Monitoring Program (NWBC
RAMP.) A number of members also collect invertebrate samples for the Royal BC Museum. As our Society has
a biodiversity focus, we also prioritize issues with environmental impacts in northwestern B.C.

Due to 2020 COVID-19 travel restrictions in northern B.C., in particular, the lack of access to many locations
with sensitivities regarding disease transmission to small, rural, and remote locations, we were unable to visit
our NWBC RAMP network of monitoring sites. Monitoring continued at a smaller number of individual loca-
tions with some of our more dedicated volunteers, but, even with those efforts, an abnormally cold and wet
summer limited access as flooded wetlands and streams put monitoring boards and ponds beyond reach. We
are hoping that, once vaccinations have been completed in the north this year, 2021 will be a more productive
season for our amphibian/garter snake monitoring program.

In addition, our field-based projects were also cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions, including
cleanup of a local river slough important to amphibian populations.

Our AGM, which had been scheduled to be held at the Kitselas Canyon National Historic Site near Terrace, was
moved instead to a virtual AGM meeting by teleconferencing to allow members with poor and/or slow Inter-
net access to attend. Similarly, with Board Directors in four different northern communities, our Board meet-
ings moved from e-mail meetings to teleconference meetings to allow better access for all directors.

Despite the weather and travel restrictions in 2020, our dedicated team of volunteers who collect inverte-
brates for the Royal BC Museum had a successful season and a full set of samples was delivered to the Mu-
seum in November. Our program proceeded in part due to the 2019 grant by the BC Nature Foundation which
permitted us to purchase collection vials, plus a grant by the Kitimat Valley Naturalists Society for purchase of
collection alcohol (which, due to sanitation procedures associated for COVID-19, turned out to be very chal-
lenging to find as the isopropyl alcohol supply almost vanished).

We are looking forward to 2021 and hopefully a warm and sunny summer this year. ¢
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Prince George Naturalists Club (PGNC)
Submitted By Dave Leman

t’s been a relatively quiet period for the Prince George Naturalists Club (PGNC) over the past few months,
but we still have some activities to note. The list below indicates some of the events our club has organized,
co-sponsored, or participated in over the past several months, and a couple we are looking ahead to.

December 27, PGNC Christmas Bird Count — A condensed version of some highlights of the report provided by
Cathy Antoniazzi, our perpetual CBC results compiler, is as follows: “A calm, sunny, mild winter day made for

a perfect Christmas Bird Count in December. Our circle coverage was better than ever with 41 participants in
19 groups, along with 16 feeder watchers. The story of this count is the number and variety of winter finches
found. The 2,825 siskins counted were 10 times the previous high. There were good numbers of White-winged
Crossbills and even a few Red Crossbills were spotted. Even Red-breasted Nuthatches were found in record
numbers. American Goldfinch numbers continue to increase [and] were an all-time high. House Finch num-
bers were good. There was a really good variety of raptors — probably due to the ample food supply. Only two
Eurasian Collared-Doves were found - their numbers have dropped precipitously. The Spotted Towhee photo-
graphed on Christmas Eve wasn’t spotted during the count but was included for count week ... there is only
one other winter Spotted Towhee record. Northern Flicker ... numbers (194) were way up this year.”

January 17, PGNC Annual Swan and Eagle Count — Long-time PGNC executive member Sandra Kinsey re-
ported: “Although the Swan/Eagle Count was cancelled as a formal event, a few people went out to look for
the birds. The Crooked River was quite open, and high. Nevertheless, 27 Trumpeter Swans were found. This is
about what would be expected in a normal year. Of the 27, seven were immatures, a higher proportion than
we usually get. Along with the 98 Trumpeter Swans on the Upper Nechako and the 134 seen on the Stuart
River on the Fort St. James Christmas Bird Count we have data for the key areas close to Prince George. Fifty
Bald Eagles were counted, mainly due to the Pineview abattoir having a busy weekend. The Foothills Landfill
site was not surveyed.”

March 6, Northern BC Virtual Seedy Saturday — Sponsored by Prince George Master Gardeners and David
Douglas Botanical Garden Society, the event went online this year. The PGNC has participated in ‘Seedy Satur-
day’ events for many years, with a booth or table attended by PGNC club members, to provide information to
the public, but this year ours was an online presence. The theme this year was Seeds of Diversity.

Beaver Dam Collapse and Rebuilding — The March 9 PGNC newsletter highlighted videos from northern Min-
nesota showing the dramatic cycle of a beaver dam collapse and resulting impact on the environment. It also
included descriptions of beaver dam failures on Cranbrook Hill in PG and in nearby Eskers Provincial Park. (This
item was authored by Mike Nash.) The topic generated an interesting discussion regarding Cranbrook Hill and
Shane Lake from readers who have been involved with ‘Forests for the World’ for many years.

Moose Winter Tick Monitoring Program — The Province has been running a Moose Winter Tick Monitoring
Program from January 1st through April 30th for the past 5 years. Provincial wildlife biologists are asking for
help in promoting moose health and controlling potentially deadly winter moose tick infestations. The PGNC is
encouraging interested members to participate. (This is the link to the survey information: https.//tinyurl.com/
y2ayhbl6)

PGNC Support for Habitat Conservation — In early April the PGNC Executive sent out letters with regards to
two separate conservation-related issues in the local area. In one case, the PGNC expressed concerns to the
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George about a development proposal in the District on the western boundary
of the Ferguson Lake Nature Reserve located within the northern boundary of the City of Prince George. In the
other case, the PGNC has endorsed the acquisition by the Nature Conservancy of Canada of some fee simple
parcels of land associated with the extensive Meteor Lake Wetland, located on the south side of the Fraser
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River in proximity to Sinclair Mills.

May, Long-billed Curlew Monitoring Project — Dr. David Bradley, the BC Director for Birds Canada, and his team
will be returning to Prince George in mid-May to work on a long-billed curlew monitoring project with assist-
ance from PGNC members and cooperation with local landowners.

February 8, Virtual Adult Speaker Series, The Exploration Place Museum & Science Centre — Dr. Hugues Mas-
sicotte gave an overview of the challenges of studying fungi (online presentation).

Online Colloquia, UNBC Natural Resources Institute (NRESi) — The PGNC regularly advertises and promotes to
its members the (typically Friday afternoon) colloquia at UNBC which are open to members of the public, with
recent presentations including by way of example:

e March 24 - “Genomic analysis within Salvelinus (Char)”

e March 12 — “What can the SPEI (Standardized Precipitation and Evapotranspiration Index) tell us about the
future of drought in British Columbia?”

e March 10 - “Dammed if we don’t: Exploring opportunities to restore connectivity in rivers and streams and
why it matters.”

e March 5 - “Dynamics and Restoration of Whitebark Pine Ecosystems at their Northwest Limit.”

e February 12 — “Survival How? Pandemics, Transgressions and Education for the Anthropocene.”

e February 10 — “A Tale of Two Populations: Why Are Fishers in the Peace Different from 200 km Away?” ¢

Quesnel Trail and Nature Club
Submitted By Lorna Schley

Summer of 2020 saw the Quesnel Trail and Nature Club carry on in a limited way.

We participated in hikes and walks, ( physically distancing, no carpooling) such as to the basalt columns and
Alix Creek falls, Hallis Lake ski trails, Ten Mile Lake trails. Two meetings following hikes with bring your own
lunch and social distancing on lawn chairs.

Various members monitored the bluebird boxes on our two trails, the Dragon Lake Bluebird Trail and the West
Fraser Bluebird Trail. Results not quite as positive as 2019 with some bluebird and tree swallow deaths, possi-
bly due to the wet weather. Plans are underway for this year’s monitoring to start soon. A volunteer has built
some new nestboxes so we are able to replace some of the old ones.

A good-bye picnic was held in September at Kosta’s Cove (Ten Mile Lake) to say farewell to Sally Hofmeier, our
president for the past ten years. She has moved to Nanaimo and we miss her greatly.

We held our AGM in January 2021 via Zoom and elected our executive. We will continue to network with

Baker Creek Enhancement Society, the Q Bird group, and Community Gardens. Some hikes and field trips will
be planned whenever we are able to again meet in groups. ¢
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Williams Lake Field Naturalists
Submitted By Fred McMechan

he COVID-19 pandemic was an event which prevented our club from having our usual events such as field

trips, public presentations, a fund- raising banquet for the Scout Island Nature Centre, a yard sale for the
raising of funds for a scholarship to a high school graduate. The nature house was closed to the public. Educa-
tional programs and activities were changed and adapted. We worked to follow COVID-19 regulations.

We continued to operate the Scout Island Nature Centre following COVID-19 regulations. We were allowed

to provide educational programs to schools under the guidance our executive director, Sue Hemphill, and our
education coordinator, Bill Gilroy. The nature kindergarten school class continued to have classes at the nature
centre.

We are in the process of developing an updated management plan for the Scout Island Nature Centre.

Our Strategic Planning Committee has been meeting to provide guidance on the future pathway for the nature
centre. We have contracted a writer to produce the plan. We wish to thank BC Nature and the BC Naturalists
Foundation for a donation of $2 000. which will help cover the costs of the writer.

The “Scout Island Story”, an excellent book outlining the history and development of the nature centre, and
also the history of the use of this area by the First Nations people, continued to be available for sale. One of
our members, Ordell Steen, is the author.

We undertook several infrastructure projects at the nature centre under the guidance of our volunteer com-
mittee. This included the construction of a new front entrance of the nature house, a wheelchair accessible
concrete ramp and the replacement of roof sections. As well we continued with the Fire Smart Plan to provide
better protection around the nature house and other buildings. The spring flood of 2020 resulted in the high-
est water levels since the mid 1960’s. Extensive damage to trails and bridges occurred on the trails. Volunteer
crews worked at overcoming the damage so that most of the trails could be used. We will be doing further
work to overcome the damage.

Our newsletter, the “Muskrat Express”, was published six times this year. There were many interesting contribu-
tions from our members and our two editors, Jim Sims and Margaret Waring.

This year we presented two “Zoom” educational programs which were produced by members.
We provided our $1000. annual bursary for a student graduating from Lake City Secondary School.

Congratulations to our past president, Fred McMechan, who was recognized as a “Distinguished Naturalist
Mentor” and received the “BC Nature Volunteer Regional Award’.

The Mountain Bluebird nest box project continued in 2020. Our members cleaned out and monitored nest
boxes on several trails. In March and April of this year the monitors have been visiting the nest boxes to get

them ready for this nesting season.

Last year the annual Christmas Bird Count took place on December 20. Phil Ranson organized this popular
event. ¢
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Thompson-Okanagan Regional
Regional Coordinator - Gary Hunt

No reports received from:
Kamloops Thompson Trails Alliance

Central Okanagan Naturalists’ Club (CONC)
Submitted By Fran Fisher

n the last six months we have remained busy engaging our 202 membership to participate in a Biodiversity
Challenge along Mission Creek in Kelowna using i-naturalist.

The botany group also catalogues plants three to four times a year at the Brown Lake Ecological Reserve. This is
done as a service to the community and city.

We continue to clear brush along the Okanagan Highlands Trail for the hikers and birders in the area.
Okanagan Mountain Park has an annual Critter Count which has continued, with careful planning, through
these covid times.

Our birders stay connected with weekly/daily updates to sightings around the area. It is not unusual to find
many of us social distancing attracted to these birding spots. Spring is such a wonderful opportunity to see bird
diversity in your own back yard. Our “Wilson’s Warblers” were able to take part in the fundraiser for Bird Stud-
ies Canada again. The monies raised this year went to the Vaseau Lake Bird Banding Observatory.

In January our Sweagle Count went ahead and The Christmas Bird Count also continued with modifications.
Our two year old Bluebird Trail boxes had two successful hatching this year!! We are thrilled.

Zoom bi-monthly meetings continue with some fabulous speakers from around the globe. That’s one great
advantage for us, as speakers can live anywhere.

The City Of Kelowna has been consulting CONC on four Wetland Projects within our city limits. We have been
working together to protect and enhance these very important areas. ¢

Kamloops Naturalist Club (KNC)
Submitted By Gary Hunt

We have had no group meetings or field trips in the last year. Many individuals and families continue go on
outings following COVID-19 protocols issued by the Provincial Health Officer.

The Next Generation Naturalists youth program continues with members volunteering in a variety of activities
in and around Kamloops. Four members were featured as Naturalist Mentors in the Spring Magazine The pro-
gram has two broad objectives: (1) to strengthen youth leadership and civic engagement, and (2) to encourage
connection with nature and enable environmental action. information about the program can be found on our
website: https://kamloopsnaturalistclub.com/nextgen/ More information about the Lawson Foundation can be
found at https://lawson.ca/our-approach/impact-areas/youth-and-the-environment/
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Plans to build a wildlife viewing platform at Tranquille Pond are progressing. We hope for completion in fall
2021. This is a collaborative project with the City of Kamloops Parks and Recreation, local native bands, and BC
Transportation and Highways.

Many members will participate in the Kamloops City Nature Challenge April 30 through May 3. The goal is to
observe, photograph, and upload to iNaturalist as many species as possible.

We continue to provide input on a proposed development at Tranquille Creek (the former sanatorium site) that
could see as many as 3000 residents living in a small area of very vulnerable habitat with a significant number
of species at risk.

We produce four newsletters a year that are available on our website: https://kamloopsnaturalistclub.com/
about-us/newsletters/.

Lillooet Naturalist Society (LNS)
Submitted By Vivian Birch-Jones

Winter 2020

Event Date/ Description
Christmas Bird Count Dec 27, 2020
Annual General January 26, 2020
Atended the Table forum Feb 1, 2020
Outreach Smolts planning metting Feb 10, 2020
Forest Service Road meeting with tourism? Feb Simon Warhurst
Horseshoe Bend site visit Feb 22, 2020
Raised funds for trailer and Fraser Fest Applied
Grizzly bear webinar Online
Community clean up with Chillaxin March 1, 2020
Directors’ meeting Feb 13, 2020

Autumn 2020

Event Date/ Description
Directors’ meeting Oct 2, 2020
Virtual events Invites
WABP planting, small crew October
Shoreline clean up Rivers’ Day Sept 27, 2020
Virtual Bat conference October 2020
Support letters Splitrock and WBP
Lions’ trail work LRISS
Provide report to BC Nature Vivian Birch-Jones

Year Round

Finances Greg / Kathy




Sales Hiking Guide Greg / Kathy
Membership Stefan /Christine
Web site M)
Observe and report eBird, BC Bat etc.
Violations, e.g. alpine motorized Mflnrord
Joint trails initiative Geoff, Kevin, Simon
Natural history updates to news Radio and news
Events 2020
Signed onto various letters Enviro/covid
Contributed to OCP Lillooet Directors
Received $1,000 BC Nature Trailer upgrade
Received $1,000 Lillooet CF Fraser event BF 21
BAT College Cancelled
Bluebird nest box work Seasonal outings CG
Attend BC Nature meeting Cancelled
Texas Creek park Not being pursued

Groups that we support and liaise with BC Nature, Coast to Cascades, Splitrock, LRISS, YES, LPEG, LAFS, LORCA,
LALA, local First Nations, local wildfire service, NCC (lands for conservation), CPAWS, BC Parks, Chamber, Stur-
geon group, biologists and researchers engaged in local work. ¢

Nicola Naturalist Society
Submitted By Alan Burger

As with other clubs, ours was heavily affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. After March we held no
evening meetings and, as a result, our membership dipped despite a lot of effort to maintain membership
(we even offered free renewals to established members). We were able to continue to provide our $800 bursa-
ry to a student in the Environmental Resources Technology Program at the Nicola Valley Institute of Technology
in Merritt. This year’s bursary winner was Andrew Jack. In normal years most of the funding for this bursary
comes from the raffles which we hold at our monthly evening meetings. With no meetings and no raffles, we
relied on some generous donations from members to keep the bursary going.

We did manage to run a few field outings, applying strict anti-COVID-19 restrictions. In June a small group
enjoyed the spectacular wildflowers and good birding in the Kane Valley. In October our knowledgeable and
respected elder naturalist Norm Hansen led a group to a beautiful pond area near Juliet Creek. We also ran a
very successful Merritt Christmas Bird Count. Despite the COVID-19 restrictions we had 30 participants, tallied
61 bird species and 3,977 birds (all close to our long-term averages). Our congenial post-count pot-luck gather-
ing was sorely missed. In April we ran two car outings to the Douglas Lake Plateau to monitor the migration of
Sandhill Cranes — one of the focal bird species for this huge Important Bird & Biodiversity Area (IBA) which our
club helps to monitor.

At our usual evening meetings, a highly-anticipated section is “Nature News” where we share members’ pho-
tos and sightings of local wildlife, wildflowers and scenery. Because of the pandemic “Nature News” and virtual
outings moved to our website and members contributed many wonderful photos. Check them out at http://
www.nicolanaturalists.ca/photos/ . ¢
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Oliver Osoyoos Naturalists (OON)
Submitted By Dwayne Flexhaug

Our activities during the year of 2020 have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. With the
restrictions imposed by the public health authority we were only able to offer a few spring and fall hikes
within the restrictions of the public health authority guide-lines. Our spring AGM and fall potluck supper were
cancelled. We have been able to be active with minimal club business via email.

Our most important and significant business this year was to donate the sum of $1000.00 to The Nature Trust
of Canada to support the acquisition of property to extend the boundary of the current Sage and Sparrow
Grasslands area.

Again on the positive side, our membership was active in participating in the yearly Osoyoo Christmas Bird
count.

We look forward to the future when our membership will be able to meet again in person. Our yearly spring
AGM and fall pot-luck supper are wonderful times to share and conduct important club business. ¢

North Okanagan Naturalist Club (NONC)
Submitted By Pamela Jenkins

Regular activities came to an abrupt end in March 2020. We did hold executive meetings in gardens, porches
and decks in the Spring and summer. Then, as it got colder, in a church hall until we discovered Zoom.
Since February 2021, we have had speakers on Zoom for all members.

In February, Syd Cannings, from Whitwhorse, spoke about bumblebees, followed by Don Cecile in March on
birds in Uganda. In April, Dr.Alison Moran from UBCO talked about hummingbirds. She mentioned our great
banding group led by Gail Loughridge. Hummingbirds were banded last year by the group and bluebird trails
monitoring was coordinated by Margaret McKenzie.

We did a Christmas Bird Count in individual cars with no get-together afterwards. Our results were collected
and sent on.

Regional District North Okanagan (RDNO) constructed a new trail and viewing shelter at Cools pond. Norbert
Maetwens has put signs to protect nesting sites.

Our big project has been an Observation tower at Swan Lake, replacing an old bird blind in the rushes which is
now inaccessible after floods and creek course changes. Norbert Maetwens is the project manager. Concrete
supports were constructed, and we were waiting for freeze-up, but it was delayed when one crane was sinking
in the mud. It is now almost completed. It has cost more than RDNO, NONC, and a few individuals have con-
tributed, so we must fund raise somehow.

More work has been done around some Garter Snake dens. Some of us looked at a 40-acre site on the East
side of Swan Lake, as requested by the city, so we could make suggestions for a nature reserve.

NONC is supporting a plea for a wildlife corridor between Okanagan Park and Kalamaka Lake. We are also sup-
porting a city climate action plan. We have a grant from the North Okanagan Conservation Fund and BC Na-
ture/ BC Naturalist Foundation Club Support Grant, to do a Swan Lake bird study. Harold Sellars continues his
weekly e-news to keep us all informed and he still produces our Newspacket online. ¢
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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club Society (SONC)
Submitted By Alex J. Bodden

he South Okanagan Naturalists’ club (SONC), like all others, has been greatly impacted by COVID-19 restric-

tions. Even so, we have maintained our membership base and even attracted a few new members. Regular
club outings were held until the end of November when they came to a stop. Since that time members have
been doing lots of individual, or very small personal group activities such as birding, or hiking.

Meetings and social events were suspended over a year ago now and there has not been too much of an appetite to use
ZOOM. We did manage to get enough people on ZOOM to hold our annual AGM and the board of directors all agreed to
stay on for another year.

The club newsletter, “The Honker” has continued to be published and regular notices go out to the membership on top-
ics related to general interest and club business. A member’s only Facebook group has been set up to share experiences
and information as well.

Several club members took part in the five Christmas Bird counts in the area, which proved fairly easy to do within the
COVID-19 guidelines at the time. Three club members have been doing regular bird surveys of the Penticton Oxbows in
partnership with The Friends of the Penticton Oxbows. Some of the club members are regular contributors to citizen sci-
ence sites such as e-bird and I-Naturalists.

SONC has also made a couple of small contributions to local conservation land acquisitions.

There is no doubt that COVID-19 has taken much of the elan out of club participation, however our members seem dedi-
cated to the club and keep a positive outlook for the future. ¢

Shuswap Naturalists Club (SNC)
Submitted By Dianne Wittner

hough many of our club’s activities were curtailed this past year — most notably our monthly meetings — we
managed to carry on with several projects, especially those that took place in small groups and were out-
doors.

2020 marked our 50th anniversary, an important milestone and one worth celebrating. Instead of the commu-
nity festival we had originally planned COVID-19 put an unfortunate stop to that! - we chose to beautify a local
park with 50 native trees and shrubs which we planted last fall. Members gathered with shovels and muscle to
put trees in a park that boasted nothing more than a playground with loads of non-native grass. Thus far, the
trees have ‘taken’ and are already budding out.

Another anniversary activity has been a virtual walk down memory lane. Long-time member, Gillian Richard-
son, is the keeper of our archives and she has been sharing poignant moments and snippets from documents
that go back decades. What an eye-opening look into the efforts of our founding members!

Marlene McDonald and President, Ed McDonald put together an entertaining newsletter in lieu of meetings.
The newsletter arrives in our inboxes the first Tuesday of every month. Filled with photos and escapades sub-

mitted by members, it helps us feel as though we are still connected to one another.

The naturalists club teamed up with Salmon Arm Bay Nature Enhancement Society (SABNES) to support the
city’s move to ban rodenticides within Salmon Arm. Without regulatory clout, there was a limit to city council’s
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reach but they passed the motion to ban the use of rodenticides on all municipal properties. This is an impor-
tant step in banning a toxin that has deleterious effects on the entire food web, not just rats. We are thrilled
with this outcome and we hope the ban will soon become province-wide.

Our fieldtrips were slightly less ambitious than usual though we still had them. Due to restrictions on car-
pooling and group numbers, we did not venture quite as far from home and members were required to follow
COVID-19 protocols. As BC Nature members know, it’s impossible to keep a naturalist indoors. As the saying
goes, where there’s a will, there’s a way.

This was further illustrated in the club’s perennial projects which continued unabated:

1. Western Grebe count - Despite high water levels that flooded and destroyed the birds’ nests twice, the
year-end population was the highest it’s been in 5 years at 443.

2. Bird box program - 2020 was the third year in our revamped foreshore birdhouse project and once again,
the total number of successful broods increased, the highlight being a batch of wood ducks. The major-
ity of boxes were occupied by Tree swallows and Violet-green swallows (50) but there were also mountain
bluebirds (2) and chickadees (5) in the mix.

3. Wildlife rescue service - Our team of rescuers and drivers answered the call for a variety of species ranging
from cliff swallows to eagles.

Christmas bird count on December 20, 2020 was a warm and dry. Such fine weather saw thirty-five partici-
pants counting a total of 81 species, considerably above our average of 75. An additional three species were
observed during count week. The total numbers of birds seen was 10,940. In comparison, the year before we
observed 67 species and 6,880 birds. Arguably the highlight of the day was a sighting of a Cooper’s hawk catch-
ing a squirrel! ¢

Vermilion Forks Field Naturalist (NFFN)
Submitted By Donna Hills and Mary Masiel

ermilion Forks Field Naturalists have tried to keep busy as a group, at a safe distance and in smaller num-

bers. We have cancelled all our evening programs, the last being held back in March of 2020! The Execu-
tive Committee continues to hold our meetings, though they have been mainly during fair weather times and
in our gardens. Which can be very distracting with all the birds and flora we so enjoy!

After the disappointing decision was made to cancel hosting the 2021 AGM, our group took time to regroup
and change our focus to projects we could work on. We received some news from Josie Symonds of Ecosys-
tems, a branch of the Ministry of Environment responsible for Swan Lake. Swan Lake status is in the process of
changing from Section 16 of the Land Act to a Section 17 Designation Use Area, which does not allow for any
building or improvements. Critical information that Vermilion Forks Field Naturalists was not aware of. Pres-
ently Swan Lake Reserve has been placed in Section 17, of the Land Act. VFFN will continue to work with Josie
Symonds from Ecosystems as well as the Town of Princeton to help protect this Similkameen jewel. Swan Lake
Reserve is still open to the public for hiking, birding and horseback riding. So please, when we are allowed to
travel more, come and enjoy!

This spring for Earth Day, Johanna Nott organized a clean up party at Cormack Marsh, which is located within
the town limits and adjacent the Kettle Valley RailRoad Trial ( KVR) Trail and is home to a nesting pair of Os-
prey, as well as many other bird species. We worked on redefining the trail system and fighting the good fight
against those nasty invasive weeds. It was a great day, not only did we have members from the VFFN group,
we also had volunteers from outside the group helping remove close to 65 bags of knapweed. What was
most pleasing, the garbage collected, did not fill 1 bag! Weyerhaeuser has donated a mix of 50 coniferous
seedlings, which will arrive in the next few weeks for us to continue the reclamation and beautification of this

urban site.
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We as a group, look forward to when all British Columbians can return to traveling further afield on our nature
adventures.

Vermilion Forks Field Naturalists had their AGM in February and a new president was elected, Stella Holliday,
Mary Masiel still remains on the executive as past president, and will also be in charge of evening presenta-
tions once the okay is given regarding holding meetings. ¢

Vancouver Island Regional
Regional Coordinator - Gaylia Lassner

No reports received from:
Alberni Valley Naturalists
Rithets BogConservation Society

Arrowsmith Naturalists (AN)
Submitted By Toni Wyckoff

January and February 2020 started out as normal as can be until everything hit the fan in March and we shut
everything down. As life and restrictions improved we managed to get in two summer gatherings with under
50 members in July & August. We met outside at Rathtrevor Park for a much needed relief from COVID-19 with
all protocols in place of course. Zoom entertainment started up in the fall.

Our new webmaster has been revamping our website with easier and exciting new information. Lynne Brooks
has developed an online Bird Trail from Cowichan to Qualicum Bay.

The annual Brant count was started in February 2020. We continued this event with less counters, ,and all
drove their own cars. We finished our contact in April.

We managed to resume walks in the fall until the second wave hit in November. The highlight of our walks was
on a trip to Francis Barkley to Banfieild Trail in October.

Sandy Grey and Lynne Brookes worked for two months with the Hancock Wildlife Foundation looking for Eagle
trees. A well established Eagle couple had their tree removed due to disease in the French Creek Estuary. A
platform was built on a suitable tree close by with lots of appropriate twigs. The eagle couple inspected it
several time in October and then decided to build their own nest 650’ away. The area has been designated as
an Eagle preserve which our club had financially supported.

A group of members identified, within the Mt. Arrowsmith Biosphere, many sites that needed protecting from
developers, industry, and urban sprawl.

Rosemary Taylor and volunteers have established a butterfly Project. The town council were visited along with

all the local nurseries. The aim is to entice them into having more wildlife friendly plants devoid of pesticides
and especially neonicotinoids.
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Before COVID-19 we visited on masse to the Parksville Town Council to protest the building of housing
near the Englishman River Estuary on land purchased for parkland. It was a very inappropriate place to put
residential housing. They listened!

A Conservation committee has been established and we already have two more battles on our hands. One of
the battle is parksville wanting to pave and build a recreational facility over some of Erminskin Park Wetlands.
This area contains Parksville’s water well sites.

The plan for the Englishman River Park Trails expired seven years ago. A new has been drafted to present to
the Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN). Trails are very braided and encroach on fish habitat.

The Mushroom Festival was cancelled and plans are in the works to go virtual this year.

Stewardship at the Englishman River Estuary had only been halted for a month. We eradicate invasive plants
12 months of the year unless it’s snowing. Attacking Scotch Broom, Spurge Laurel, & Spotted Nap-weed. It
was good to get out in nature, with social distancing and still converse with friends.

Our membership dropped slightly in December which was very understandable. we are now gaining new
members. Membership is at this time is 122. Executive meetings continued outside until the cold weather
drove us in and we now do them on Zoom. Our Nov. AGM was postpone until further notice.

Our 30™ Christmas Bird Count, on a sunny December. day, had 50 birders in the field with 76 feeder counters.
The Dark eyed Juncos, at 3118 received the highest land bird count. The highest ocean bird count went to the
2268 Dunlin that word counted. The rarest sighting was a Common Pochard.

Unfortunately, there was no potluck dinner at the end of the day for everyone to share their stories.
Beach and Coastal bird surveys continued as normal.

Last but not least, Sylvia Riessner, our newsletter person has kept us involved and entertained with extra
editions. ¢

Comox Valley Naturalists Society (CVN)
Submitted by Sharon Niscak

omox Valley Naturalists Society (CVN) continues to support a wide range of projects and activities while

maintaining COVID-19 protocols. The year started out as usual with a public meeting in January and the
February 2020 AGM. All Weather Walkers group outings, Birding, the Swan Count and Botany group meetings
started the year with usual activities. In March, after much thought and concern for our members, our sched-
ules and mode of communication quickly adapted to guidelines set by the BC Health Authority.

All our public, club, and Board meetings remained virtual throughout the end of 2020 and 2021. This format
has worked well and we are grateful to the Canadian Society of Environmental Biologists (CSEB) for providing
a platform for effective communication. Although person to person interaction was missed by many of

our members, our attendance at the virtual meetings and presentations was met with many advantages,
especially for members who find night driving and other encumbrances hinder their ability to engage in our
evening events. The virtual presentations also enabled a wider range of presentations. The guest speakers
were not limited by travel and scheduling difficulties that occur with in-person presentations.

In April, guest speaker Helen Davis, presented her research on the Impacts of Forest Harvesting on the Supply
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of Bear Dens in Coastal BC. Coastal Bears need large old-growth structures for winter dens. In most of the
coastal BC these structures are not protected and with current logging practises.

CSEB and Comox Valley Nature hosted a highly informative series of five daily webinars from February 22 to
February 26, 2021 focussing on Herring in the Salish Sea. Recordings are available for Herring in the Salish Sea
webinar series. For further information, visit our Comox Valley Nature website.

In March the Strathcona Wilderness Institute invited members and the public to a presentation on “Orchid
pollinators of Strathcona Park”. CVNS has always included Strathcona Park in the Societies activities and

for most of its existence this was reflexed in the original name of Comox Strathcona Natural History Society.
Dr. Eric Hertz provided CVN with another relevant presentation, The Pacific Salmon Explorer: A novel tool

for mobilizing data on salmon and their habitats risks of hatchery enhancement for Pacific salmon. This
presentation complemented the CSEB talk: Indigenous Systems of Management for Culturally and Ecologically
Resilient Pacific Salmon Fisheries, presented by W Atlas, S. Greening and A.J. Reid.

Our Facebook page also enabled CVN to expand their audience and to reach out beyond our immediate
community. For example, our Botany group leader, Jocie Brooks, shared her hikes and botany highlights on
Facebook and through the Botany group emails. These posts were popular and often shared by visitors to
the Facebook page. The Flora of the Comox Valley booklet was also updated by Helen Robinson and Terry
Thormin.

The birding group participated, as individuals, in the Christmas Bird Count, Spring Bird count, and the
Trumpeter swan count, where their bird identification skills are very beneficial. The Christmas Bird Count
includes Deep Bay, Comox Valley, and Powell River. Birders are very dedicated to observing and recording bird
activity in this region and beyond.

When the Trumpeter swans arrive in the Comox Valley, Ernie Stefanik and the team of volunteers diligently
count and record adults and Juvenile Trumpeter swans and other swans and geese at various defined
locations. This is an individual activity and conducted with physical distancing in mind. It is always a highlight
to receive the report and see the Trumpeter swans come back from near extinction.

Another highlight of the year is the “Tree of the Year” search and award. This year “Tree of the Year” is
dedicated in memory and in honour of Kathy Storey who initiated the Tree of the Year” activity. Any
resident of the Comox Valley can nominate a tree. After nominations are closed, a cycling and walking guide
map enables members of the community to visit the trees between April 17 and June 1st and submit their
preferences.

Although group activities were restricted for the safety of members and the public a few activities continue.
The swan count to monitor the Trumpeter Swan that over-winter in the Comox Valley, as this is conducted
by individuals who “socially isolated” and monitor their assigned fields and submit individual counts. The
Photography Group adapted to the restrictions and arranged a challenge to record bird species. And, the
Shoreline Group continued some monitoring activity and an interesting webinar on Sea Cucumbers.

The Garry Oak Restoration Group continues to plant Garry Oak trees grown in the nursery by Loys and Alison
Maingon. With climate change this restoration project is critical. Garry Oaks were once abundant in our
region and part of the Indigenous food system. With Climate Change the April presentation “Watermelon
Snow — Science, Art, and a Lone Polar Bear was timely. Dr. Lynne Quarmby’s presentation was based on her
recent book by the same title.

Bursary: For the past twenty-plus-years the Comox Valley Naturalists have awarded one bursary. The
bursary for $1000 is awarded to a Comox Valley grade 12 graduating student who is planning a career in
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environmental or natural history.
Mack Laing Heritage Society: The Mack Laing Heritage Society and CVN’s Environmental and cultural Heritage
group continues to promote the legacy of Hamilton Mack Laing.

The Wetland and the Air Park Perhaps activity was not slowed by the restrictions and remained the most
active project during the year. Frank Hovenden’s consistent dedication to the Air Park areas has resulted

in not only a beautiful walking trail for the community, but also, to engaging the public in native species
identification. The many identifying labels and interpretative signs contribute to nature outreach educations.
Karen Cummings’ report on these activities follows.

Wetland Restoration Work 2020 submitted by Karen Cummings

In tallying 2020 volunteer hours for invasive plant removals and the
planting of native plants in the Courtenay Airpark and Little River Nature
Park, it was a surprise to see that there was a good increase in hours at
each location despite the pandemic. We didn’t have any large work parties
but many small ones of two-to-three people where it was easy to socially
distance and still get satisfying work done in the great outdoors. Walkers
in these areas are always interested in and appreciative of our efforts.
Having a new “CVN Volunteers Working” sandwich sign at work parties
helped get our message out as does the permanent signage in the Airpark.
Both the sandwich sign and a replacement of a large information sign
detailing the history of CVN work in the Airpark were purchased with funds
provided by our 2020 BC Nature Grant.

Cooperating with other entities doing similar work is always a win for nature conservation and restoration.
CVN birders became involved with the Mountainaire Avian Rescue Society at their new site in Merville in
2020. The birders and other CVN members helped inventory native species of birds, insects and plants and
begin to plan what was needed in the future to provide food and shelter for increasing the site biodiversity.
The restoration planned will also be a demonstration for visitors of the importance of conservation of natural
areas and how such biodiverse areas can be created with native plants on our own properties.

Our support of green work by invasive plant contractors also continued in 2020 through a contract with

our Regional District and our 2020 BC Nature and BC Naturalists Foundation Club Support Grant. This year
marked 20 years of the removal of Yellow Flag Iris, Purple Loosestrife and Giant Knotweed and others from ten
locations in the Comox Valley with the newest area, the Tsolum River, where Yellow Flag Iris was removed this
year.

Please visit our website: https://comoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca/

Thank you to group leaders who contributed to the successes of this year by keeping Comox Valley Naturalists
engaged and contributing to a productive year. ¢

Cowichan Valley Naturalists Society (CVNS)
Submitted By Bruce Coates

he Board: Fall of 2020 brought great sadness to our club after the deaths of John Scull and Eric Marshall, two
of the most long-standing, active members of our both our Society and the greater community. We continue

to miss them for their wisdom and gentle collaborative approach. Through 2020, the board was Co-Chaired by
Gail Mitchell and Bruce Coates, supported by a fabulous group of directors. Gail didn’t like our club motto: “We
speak for Nature, because Nature can’t speak for itself”. So, at our AGM, held outdoors in Eve’s Park, after much
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deliberation we voted for simply: “With Nature — For Nature”. Honorary Lifetime club memberships were given
this year to Derrick Marvin, Dave Aldcroft, Eric and Dorothy Marshall, Genevieve Singleton and Dave Polster.
Speakers: Two talks per month continued through the spring, and in the fall and we were very grateful to
Carol Milo who took over arranging them and was also Zoom “hostess”. Highlights during spring included a
presentation by Pacific Wild on the Herring Roe Fishery, and two events showing local photographers from our
own valley. One of the highlights in the fall was David Fraser’s talk: “Things | Learned Birding for 31 Years with
Tom Briggs - a man | never met.” Not only was it a fascinating talk, but also an apropos introduction to e-Bird

— just in time for the Christmas Bird Count (CBC). Switching to Zoom allowed us to 1.) Include some excellent
speakers from afar 2.) Be less affected by travel and busy schedules, and 3.) Include audience members who
have trouble with travelling distances and/or in the dark. Though our overall membership dropped from
approximately 100 to 80 through the pandemic year, a larger proportion of new members came from further
away. In addition, some of our talks were recorded so they might be added to a BC Nature database.

Conservation Committee: Letters were sent to Government Officials decrying the Herring Fishery, Open Net-
Pen Fish Farms in the Discovery Islands and Old Growth Logging. Genevieve Singleton visited Fairy Creek and
wrote an informative full page article on the blockades in a local magazine. Regionally, CVNS has sent letters
and phoned CVRD personnel on refraining from flail mowing along park trails — especially during nesting
season, replacing native flowers they removed at Hecate Park, preventing cuts to the Parks Acquisition Fund,
protesting a rezoning application for an RV Park and separately, supporting a ban on hunting in the middle of
the Estuary. At the Municipal Level we have expressed our concern in letters to the editor of “The Citizen”,
and letters/emails directly to Council about Management of the Municipal Forest Reserve, expansion of the
Vancouver Island Motorsports Complex, development at Berkey’s Corner, a tree bylaw and follow through on
the goals in the Climate Action and Energy Plan. Letters of support have also been written for Ted Leischner
(Flowers on the Dike), Cowichan Green Community (Resiliency), and Cowichan Estuary Nature Center.

Events: Derrick Marvin was forced to curtail the weekly Swan and Goose counts early due to COVID-19 and
they did not resume in the fall. For twenty years Derrick had also managed the annual Christmas Bird Count
(CBC - Jan 1) but this year allowed Carol Milo to step up with Tania Tripp for the successful, if wet and windy
event. Eric and Dorothy Marshall led two spring wildflower walks, as well as their annual beach walk on Thetis
Island. Dave Aldcroft led bird walks with Derrick Marvin in spring and in East Sooke Park at the “Hawkwatch”
in fall. A Fungi walk led by Rod Garbutt at Crofton Lake finished off well with the discovery of enough oysters
for everyone to take some home.

Bursaries: In 2020 CVNS added a second $500 bursary for students going into a post-secondary environmental
program, but one went un-used and will be saved for next fall. A Bursary was initiated in the name of Eric
Marshall to help underprivileged children attend summer camp at the Estuary Nature Center.

Collaborations: Jacquie Taylor continued to coordinate the “Bring Back the Bluebirds” project for BCCF with
help by Genevieve Singleton. Other CVNS members remained active as trail monitors. Genevieve and husband
Dave Polster continue to monitor two BC Ecological Reserves in the Valley. CVNS Members, (especially Sabine
Almstrom) re-planted native pollinator gardens at Hecate Park with CVRD and new ones at McAdam Park
with Hannah Auer (Cowichan Green Community). Members also volunteered to help staff the Cowichan
Estuary Nature Centre in spring, but this was curtailed by COVID-19. Eric Marshall took over as “Caretaker” of
the Estuary IBA from Dave Aldcroft -now sadly the torch has been passed again. Citizen Science included the
resumption of beach sampling for Forage Fish Eggs with MABRRI at VIU, carrying on the decade’s long work of
Ramona DeGraf, and monthly counting in three areas for the BC Coastal Waterbird Survey, a project initiated
in 2012 by John Scull. www.naturecowichan.net www.facebook.com/CowValleyNaturalists/ ¢
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Nature Nanaimo (NN)
Submitted By Doug Fraser

I n this most unusual of years, Nature Nanaimo has been able to maintain a healthy membership base — cur-
rently just over 130 and has continued to provide engaging and educational information to our members.

We were still able to share our love of nature through photo postings and articles of note via the web, email,
and social media but we missed each other’s personal company. Once things settled a little, we were able to
start up outdoor events with small groups while maintaining safe protocols. Indeed, the ongoing pandemic
has resulted in many people spending more quiet time outdoors away from crowds — so we have had a forced
incentive to observe our immediate backyards up close and often!

In small groups we enjoyed working to remove invasive species in Buttertubs, explored a number of intertidal
Rambles, toured Gabriola Island, and visited Paradise meadows in Strathcona Prov Park. We also had the
pleasure of viewing the amazing — though faint, comet NEOWISE. Many of us were also witness to the
stunning display of thousands of Surf Scoters that gathered for over a week near Neck Point last spring. We
also had our first “photo contest” and plan to have additional and more varied opportunities in the coming
year to encourage members to document and share their observations of nature.

The COVID-19 pandemic also created a mandate to rethink how we meet, so we have taken to Zoom. We
had our first such presentation in September on Ethnobotany, followed by fascinating talks in October on
Humpback whales and orchids. We will be continuing to use this technology for meetings in the year ahead.

In addition to our meetings and limited outings, 2020/21 saw Nature Nanaimo become much more involved
in the Buttertubs March Conservation Area. Nature Nanaimo has taken on the role formerly held by “Friends
of Buttertubs” and is now acting in their stead to promote educational and conservation initiatives within
Buttertubs. These will include a wide range of actions such as: the ongoing removal of invasives; updating
signage; using the Miner’s cottage as a centre for educational/interpretative outreach; and continued liaising
with other key Buttertubs partners including the BC Nature Trust and the City of Nanaimo. In taking on this
new role, Nature Nanaimo has recently established a number of sub-committees.

On behalf of Nature Nanaimo, Staffan Lindgren created and set up a Harewood Plains project “Flowering
plants of Harewood Plains, Nanaimo, BC” on iNaturalist. This provides a wonderful opportunity for our
members to take on the role of “citizen scientists” and contribute to the documentation of species in an
important local ecosystem — one that is also in need of protection.

Nature Nanaimo also continues to play an active, and increasing, role within the larger community of
naturalist clubs in our province. This is entirely thanks to the tireless efforts of our Executive Secretary Michael
Stebbings who has acted as the BC Nature Club Representative. Please read his executive secretary report!

We have also continued to have a very active presence “online” — maintaining web and Facebook pages as
well as Twitter and Instagram accounts. We use email to maintain routine contact with our members and are

about to launch an e-newsletter to enhance this ability.

So while the year has certainly been tumultuous and unpredictable, | feel our club has had a very successful
year and we very much look forward to a return to more normal activities in the year ahead. ¢
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Rocky Point Bird Observatory Society (RPBO)
Submitted by Andrew Harcombe

PBO has been in existence for 26 years. It is a working club that has several ongoing programs to promote
birds and bird conservation, primarily on southern Vancouver Island except for the much wider hummingbird
project. We focus on three main areas: Monitoring, Research, and Outreach.

Monitoring: Rocky Point Bird Observatory operates five avian monitoring projects every year. Our focus is

on birds breeding in our area, those that migrate through in the fall, owls, hummingbirds, and seabirds

passing through and/or stopping here.

Research: Our Scientific Advisory Committee is working hard to turnthe data wecollect into peer-
reviewed results. Additionally, we contribute the data we collect to larger continent-wide datasets that
help Inform conservation decisions.

Outreach: Our outreach program consists of school programs that are developed for grades K-7, and a
community-based public outreach program. Through speaking engagements and our presence at local
events, we hope to spread the message of conservation.

Year 2020 was different, in that we created specific rules to deal with covid issues. The major change was lack
of any training for volunteers, so we used experienced volunteers to assist with the work. Special protocols
were developed to deal with interactions at the monitoring sites.

FALL MIGRATION July 21 - October 18, 2020 The 2020 fall migration season was conducted by banders and
volunteers who monitored birds migrating through the southerly point of Vancouver Island. The program
operated under a rigid set of COVID-19 protocols, which used only experienced volunteers to extract birds
and provide back-up for banding activities. This resulted in no training being provided for volunteers except

in data entry. This was the 26th banding season for the Rocky Point site, and the 9th season for Pedder Bay.

In 2020, 6881 birds were banded and 1231 recaptured between the two sites, Rocky Point and Pedder Bay.

As in past seasons, the monitoring focused on migratory songbirds but all birds seen at the two study sites
were recorded during each 7-hour shift. Considering all birds recorded in the daily totals at both sites, 313,036
individual birds of 192 species were recorded over the course of the 2020 season.

2020 season totals by station.

Station Total Species Total Species Total birds |Total species
banded banded recaptures |recaptured |(DET) (DET)

Rocky Point [3624 63 498 30 231,747 185

Pedder Bay [3257 57 733 39 81,289 133

Total 6881 67 1231 43 313,036 192

In 2020, David Bell was the primary bander-in charge, while Emma Radziul, Rebecca Golat, and Donna Talluto
comprised the rest of the banding team. Despite the virus restrictions*, 107 volunteers donated 5822 hours of
their time and expertise between the two stations over the season. No new species were added to the project.
However, new species banded were Eurasian Collared-Dove, Brewer’s Blackbird and Gray Catbird. Pedder Bay
banded its first Olive-sided Flycatcher and Red Crossbill. A Yellow-billed Loon was the first sighting record for
Rocky Point. In late September, an unusual number of Sandhill Cranes passed over both stations (peak of 30
birds), with even more passing after the daily shift was completed (372 seen one afternoon). Fifteen species
attained new high banding records.

MAPS May 31 - August 7, 2020
The Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) program is a collaborative project, managed by
the Institute for Bird Populations, collecting demographic data on North American land birds in their breeding

range since 1989. Analysis of the MAPS data provides critical information relating to songbird ecology that
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can be applied to conservation and management. Rocky Point has contributed data to the MAPS project since
2003. In 2020, RPBO successfully operated a MAPS station at Witty’s Lagoon Regional Park in Metchosin,
with strict COVID-19 protocols. A total of 298 individuals of 30 species were banded and 84 birds recaptured.
Highlights included the recapture of a Chestnut-backed Chickadee that was at least 6 years old, along with
some of her likely fledglings, as well as a Swainson’s Thrush and American Robin originally banded in 2018 as
second-year birds.

Comparison of 2020 vs 2019 MAPS season totals.
Witty's  Newly
Lagoon |banded

Recaps [Species

2020 298 84 30

2019 249 60 27

NOCTURNAL OWL MONITORING September 15 - October 31, 2020 As with the other RPBO projects in 2020,
the Nocturnal Owl Monitoring project was impacted by the pandemic. Unlike many other owl stations, RPBO
was able to operate; albeit, without volunteer training and with greatly reduced visitor access. Between the
two stations RPBO banded: 801 Northern Saw-whet Owls, 8 Barred Owls and 3 Long-eared Owls. An additional
9 Northern Saw-whet Owls were banded during non-standard banding at Rocky Point. The organization was
delighted to have Nicole Richardson as one of the banders. It didn't take her long to enter the RPBO record
books, banding the first ever Green-winged Teal (caught in owl net 6 at Rocky Point). Not to be outdone,
Jannaca Chick chipped in a few weeks later, banding the first ever Long-eared Owl to be caught in our nets
(Avery Bartels caught one by hand in 2017). At the beginning of the season, Nicole suggested conducting a
trial to see if Long-eared Owls were present at Rocky Point. This trial took place on six occasions and RPBO
successfully banded 3 Long-eared Owls in 2020. This year roughly 55% of all the owls captured were hatch
year birds. This indicates that it was not a big breeding year for birds. This is part of their normal cycle and
does not necessarily signify a conservation concern.

HUMMINGBIRD PROJECT April - October

While COVID-19 played havoc with monitoring on the coast, some of our intrepid interior banding teams
managed to have a season. Congratulations to the leaders and their teams in the Similkameen, South
Okanagan, North Okanagan, Kananaskis and Ft. St. James areas. In all, they banded 570 birds and saw 121
recaptures. Thank you so much for your efforts this season! Highlights of the 2020 season included two
hybrids (an Anna’s x Calliope in the Similkameen and a Black-chinned x Rufous in the South Okanagan) and
capture of their first Anna’s Hummingbird by the North Okanagan team — exciting finds! As part of our public
education mandate, we provided a series of Hummingbird talks on Zoom, looking at birds of the south coast
and interior, as well as themes like evolution, communication, bringing up baby, and nutrition. These talks
were a wonderful opportunity to meet other enthusiasts and share the latest information. While some of
our research was delayed by COVID-19, a new paperl shows the teams’ efforts with respect to monitoring
pesticide contamination in hummingbirds and looks at how these chemicals can move into the environment
and non-target species. Our monitoring teams collected hummingbird urine and faeces as part of our
collaboration with Environment Canada. The analyses showed that hummingbirds were being contaminated
by pesticides near agriculture in both the Fraser Valley and South Okanagan, but contamination was not
detected in other (less intense) agricultural areas. The paper also looks at agricultural pesticide contamination
of bees, soil, and water by fields. A huge thanks to all our volunteers and supporters who made 2020 a very
good, if unusual, year. Bishop, C.A., M.B. Woundneh, F. Maisonneuve, J. Common, J.E. Elliott, and A.J. Moran.
2020. Determination of neonicotinoids and butenolide residues in avian and insect pollinators and their
ambient environment in Western Canada (2017, 2018). Science of The Total Environment. Vol. 737, 1 October
2020, 139386.
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Number of hummingbirds banded in 2020 by species.

Species New Bands Recaptures
Anna’s 33 1
Black-chinned 54 7
Calliope 269 87
Rufous 212 25
Anna's x Calliope 1

Black-chinned x Rufous 1 1
SEAWATCH

January - December (year-long) Seawatch entered its fifth year and what an incredible year it has been. A
record number of volunteers carried out 52 standardized counts, each an attempt to count every bird that
passes Beechey Head or stages at the site. Conducted weekly when weather permits, the count commences
30 minutes after sunrise. In 2020, “Hour Two” was introduced, seeing an additional hour of seawatching
taking place immediately following “Hour One”. Typically, the movements of alcids occur during “Hour One”.
Seen during “Hour Two” were large pulses of Surf Scoters during spring migration and large numbers of Red-
throated Loons during late fall. In total, 68,889 birds of 90 species were counted during the season. New

to the count this year were Snow Bunting, Eared Grebe and Franklin's Gull. The most numerous bird was

the California Gull, with 15,238 individuals counted. The most abundant alcid was Common Murre (8018)
followed by Ancient Murrelets (2025) and Rhinoceros Auklets (1083). The most numerous duck was the Surf
Scoter (1238). On May 1, 2020, during the one-hour Seawatch, 491 of the 613 Brant Geese seen in 2020 were
counted! Seawatch aims to contribute to our knowledge of seabirds, many of which are under-monitored,
and ultimately to their conservation. To learn more, or volunteer with the program, visit www.rpbo.org.

EDUCATION

2020 was an incredibly interesting yet successful year for Rocky Point Bird Observatory’s public education
programs. With limitations caused by the pandemic and a pause on the in-person programming, RPBO was
able to quickly adapt programming efforts to achieve organizational outreach goals whilst sticking to the
public health guidelines. In 2020, providing the community with a platform to learn from and engage with
bird experts meant hosting 69 online presentations. Topics included everything from birding for beginners,

to bird anatomy and far-flung adventures searching for some of the world’s most elusive bird species. The
presentations were well attended, averaging 40 participants per session, while some exceeded expectations
with over 70 people participating via Zoom. Through the frequent and consistent presentation schedule, RPBO
built a community of participants, which saw many of the same people attending multiple presentations. The
fall migration station on the property of the Pedder Bay Resort and Marina continues to be an ideal location
for field trip programs. RPBO offered ticketed programs, allowing participants to interact with banders in

a safe and distanced way. In total, eight ticketed programs took place. Despite the limitations on numbers
and the social distancing rules, participants thoroughly enjoyed the experience and appreciated having the
opportunity to see bird banding in action. Community programs saw much success through a variety of
programming efforts; online presentations were delivered to seniors’ homes and community centres, and
RPBO partnered with the Metchosin Foundation and the Metchosin ArtPod - to create beautiful art cards

like the one pictured here. RPBO organized a local online World Migratory Bird Day celebration. Social media
has seen terrific growth in followers and content. The Facebook page has over 2200 followers and Instagram
now has close to 2000. 1278 downloads have taken place of a new podcast introduced this year, called ‘Bird
Babble’. It focuses on birds, banding, programs, and people who volunteer with the observatory. The podcasts
were created and hosted by Mark and Robyn Byrne. Together they produced 15 episodes, with more planned
for 2021. The organization once again participated in the annual Christmas Bird Count, with RPBO sponsoring
the Sooke portion of the Bird Count; 79 people came out and counted birds while practicing physical
distancing. Not forgetting the little ones, the Christmas Bird Count 4 Kids event was hosted by Executive
Director, Kathleen Burton. She developed a 'Let's Draw A Bird' series featuring some of Vancouver Island’s
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winter birds., and offered a tour of King's Pond. Beginning birding courses were offered in the fall through

a partnership with Saanich Parks. We are grateful for all the interest and community support for our public
education initiatives. Whether it is hosting a local elementary school class at a bird banding station, delivering
an online presentation to adults, children or seniors, or sharing our work with our international social media
following, we remain committed to informing the public about the fantastic lives of our local migratory birds.

Staff Migration Please join RPBO as we acknowledge the hard work and dedication of two former members

of our flock who have migrated to new positions. As Lead Educator, Andrea Neumann developed and ran the
education and outreach program for five years, and Jemma Green supported the Board and staff for two years
as our Administrative Assistant. Everyone at RPBO wishes you both the best of luck in the future. Thank you
for all you did to support bird conservation.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Amid the pandemic, while some banding stations opted to close for the year, Rocky Point Bird Observatory
created protocols to see monitoring continue and keep volunteers and staff safe. At the intersection

of disruption and necessity was a new way of thinking about what we do and how we take care of our

people. The spotlight was on the safety of volunteers, and it shone a light on each and every volunteer who
contributed their time in 2020. We chose to replace several well-established procedures with re-imagined
solutions in order to operate safely. Each banding station was equipped with multiple washbasins, hand
sanitizers, and a plastic curtain with a Plexiglas insert between the bander and the scribe. Racks and tables
were set up so that everyone could keep their distance. Volunteers and staff wore masks on the rare occasions
when people had to be less than 2 metres apart. The use of Zoom has jump-started both new volunteer
training and adult public education programs. Unfortunately, advanced volunteer training (extracting and
banding birds) was brought to a halt because of the need for close proximity between the trainer and trainee.
Reduced training opportunities meant that fewer volunteers participated this year, but those who did, really
took up the slack. Volunteer hours have always outpaced those of the hired staff, and despite this being a
year of change, one thing remained constant, the dedication of the 107 volunteers who contributed over 8315
hours for our most visible offerings.

Salt Spring Trail and Nature Club (SSTNC)
Submitted By Kees Visser

hile COVID-19 has curtailed our activities this season, we did manage to salvage a few months of outings.
We’ve also been quite busy with trail creation and maintenance and our ongoing work with BC Parks. Here
are some of the things that have kept us busy:

e Cusheon Cove/Ruckle Park. We mapped the trails in Cusheon Cove and have now walked them with BC
Parks personnel. We now await an “impact assessment study,” including an archaeological study, before the
trails are approved for signage.

e Burgoyne Bay. With the recent trail closures in Burgoyne Bay at the request of neighboring landowners,
some trails are now dead-ends, and cyclists and equestrians have lost many of the trails they had been using.

e Mt. Erskine Provincial Park. Club members have installed a boardwalk along the beginning of the trail in the
park from the access off Trustees Trail. This section is usually very wet in the winter and people tend to create
a side trail, which we’d like to avoid. This boardwalk was paid for by BC Parks through its park facilitator, K2.

e Mt. Erskine Provincial Park. BC Parks has signed a contract to buy the small piece of private land between
the provincial park and Manzanita Ridge Nature Reserve on which our trail is located. The BC Parks Foundation
is accepting donations and issuing tax receipts for them, while we try to find donors to raise the $243.700
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required for the purchase. We have until Feb 10, 2021, to raise the money.

e Old Goat Trail. We have been working on a trail that starts on a public road right of way from Beaver Point
Road and would continue to the Crown land near Bryant Hill Park with the permission of private landowners.
We hope to sign contracts with landowners to establish this trail connection. The contracts provide property
owners with liability insurance through our arrangement with the Gulf Islands Trails Society (GITS).

® Jack Foster Trail. This year we installed a memorial bench for Herb Otto, our previous trails coordinator.

We also installed new boardwalk over the muddy bits of the trail and firmed up the stairs to the beach which
were installed seven years ago. As PARC will not agree to maintain this trail, we are doing that on our own.
However, we have been concerned with liability issues, which would not be a factor if we had a contract with
the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI), as a private landowner. We have confirmed with the
insurance company that MOTI could be considered a private landowner, and MOTI personnel are currently
checking to see if they would agree to do this. If we are successful, we would be covered by liability insurance
for anyone hurting themselves on the trail.

o KDOL trail. This trail in the Buddhist Retreat Centre is now complete and fully signed. On October 19, we did
some additional trail clearing and created a new piece of trail to complete a loop of the trail on the north side
of the driveway into the property.

e Mt. Maxwell Road. As you know, the condition of this road has deteriorated significantly. BC Parks

has informed us that it is not responsible for the road outside of the park boundary. MOTI and its road
maintenance company have not maintained the road much beyond Foxglove Farm in the past. The road is now
in such bad repair that it will be difficult to get road-maintenance equipment up to repair it.

On the conservation front with BC Nature, our representative Kathleen Maser has been very active with
Future of Forestry in BC; Threats to wild salmon from open net pen farming; Roberts Bank Terminal 2, Species
at Risk: Woodland Caribou, Western Toad, Nooksack Dace and the Salish Sucker; Impact of neonics on birds,
and Habitat Protection (working with the Federal Government to protect 25% of the land).

Kees Visser, Past President of BC Nature, has taken over from Kathleen Maser who retired from the Salt Spring
Board this year as our BC Nature representative ¢

Victoria Natural History Society
Submitted by Claudia Copley

o one was surprised that our Annual General Meeting was an online event, but we were pleased with the

turnout and the smoothness with which it occurred. All the technology was in our favour and the busi-
ness portion of the meeting was kept short and sweet, and all was topped off with a lovely photo presentation
about regional wildlife. The Society currently has more than 700 members and is financially sound. If you are
interested in a copy of the financial reports presented by our stalwart Treasurer please get in touch with Gor-
don Hart directly. Included here is a summary of President Phil Lambert’s annual report to our members.

VNHS 2020 YEAR IN REVIEW:
Funding To Other Organizations:
« $5,000: University of Victoria, Royal Roads and Camosun College for undergraduate and graduate
student scholarships
« Vancouver Island Science Fair: $700
« Swan Lake: $5,000 annually
« Rocky Point Bird Observatory: $6,000
« Habitat Acquisition Trust: $5,000
« Naturehood for Lansdowne Signage: $5,000
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Fundraising:
« Bird Checklist and Book Sales: $873
« Annual Valentine’s Day Couples’ Birdathon coordinated by Alan McLeod and Jan Brown: $80
« Donations/Bequests: $19,456.
« Other income and fund-raising: $1,716

Events/Outreach
Of course most events did not happen this past year but we still conducted the following surveys:

» Butterfly Count: Gordon Hart leads regular butterfly walks and counts.

+ Victoria Christmas Bird Count: Ann Nightingale organized 263 counters found 143 species. CBC4Kids
was held using an on-line format. For other counts in our region the volunteer compilers were as
follows:

+ Sidney: Daniel Donnecke
« Sooke: Robin Byrne
» Duncan: Carol Milo
Thanks to all the other volunteers who help out with these regular events.

VNHS Free School Programs:
In 2020 only 46 children went for a walkabout with a volunteer naturalist before the shutdown in March.
Coordination of this program is now handled by board member Liz Turner.

Other Projects:

e We are working on updating our website, thanks to Rick Searle, Liz Turner, Vicki Metcalfe and Adam
Taylor.

e VNHS now has a YouTube Channel where we can post evening talks for those who may have missed the
live broadcast. (https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UCbL70UYJOBTUxmVy1B7YvxA)

Letters written on behalf of our members to various levels of government:

e Preserving Kings and Jenkins Pond as a Conservation Area

e Banning of anticoagulant rodenticides

e Restoration of the Royal Oak Golf Course lands rather than a housing development

e Letter to federal gov’t protesting Robert’s Bank Terminal 2 Project

e Maintaining Panama Flats as a wetland

e Asking Canada to support the High Ambition Coalition: preserve 30% of world’s land and ocean by 2030

VNHS Field Trips, Presentations, and Magazine:

e Field trips were greatly reduced due to Covid-19 but we still did the following:
Cycle trip to Sooke Potholes
Common mosses of Victoria
Weekly Birding trips
Plants & birds of Uplands Park
Gonzales Hill urban forest walk

Thanks to Agnes Lynn and Rick Shortinghuis and others for coordinating and leading these.

e Monthly presentations all on Zoom. Hosts: Natural History Night -Stephanie Weinstein and Stephen
Ruttan; Botany Night -James and Kristen Miskelly; Birder’s Night -Ann Nightingale and David Bird; Marine
Night -Phil Lambert

e Six issues per year of the Victoria Naturalist thanks to Editor Gail Harcombe. 216 full colour pdf copies are
sent out.



VNHS Service Awards:
In 2020 the Distinguished Service Award went to Leah Ramsay and our Honourary Life Membership was
presented to Ann Nightingale.

Still on the topic of VNHS Service Awards, two very surprised recipients were recognized at this year’s AGM:
Laura Gretzinger received the VNHS Distinguished Service Award and Gordon Hart was presented with an
Honourary Life Membership.

Sadly the Society lost Tony Embleton, an Honourary Life Member, in 2020. The May/June 2020 issue of our
magazine had a tribute to Tony and his incredible commitment to conservation work in the region.

VNHS Representatives on other Boards/Committees/Initiatives
Esquimalt Lagoon Stewardship Initiative
Viaduct Flats Committee
Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary Board
Rocky Point Bird Observatory
Habitat Acquisition Trust
BC Nature
NatureKids
Naturehood (formerly Urban Sanctuaries Project)
Pollinator Partnership

In other Society news: we are pleased to now offer the ability to pay your membership fees via etransfers-
yes we have entered modern society (wink!). This happened thanks to a prompt from a member looking to
renew, and many will find it the simplest way to pay of all the options we have.

We have been asking you about the online versus live version of our evening talks but have not yet heard from

anyone who cannot attend via Zoom because of technology. Of course we do not yet know what the fall will

look like in terms of the pandemic or our events, but we are considering various options for both the short and

long term.

And finally, when you are next visiting the region be sure to visit the new interpretive signage about world-
renowned bird artist J. Fenwick Lansdowne. A tribute to him has been installed in Queen’s Park near the Oak
Bay Marina. We have Jacques Sirois to thank for the work involved in seeing it to completion. Your Society
contributed $5,000 towards the project and we feel it is a worthy tribute that also highlights the Migratory
Bird Sanctuary that surrounds our shoreline. ¢
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Other Reports
BC Naturalists” Foundation
Stephen Partington - President

The BC Naturalists’ Foundation annually supports projects and students of BC Nature Clubs through the Club
Support Grants and scholarships programs. The annual grant from the Foundation to BC Nature for club sup-
port and scholarships is made possible through the investment earnings from the capital of the BC Naturalists’
Foundation. As of February 2021, the BC Naturalists’ Foundation has delivered over $254,000 to naturalists
through more than 170 grants and scholarships.

As the BC Naturalists’ Foundation’s invested capital grows, its earnings will enable provision of increasing
amounts of grants to support naturalists’ projects and scholarships.

All of these projects involve considerable volunteer time on the part of club members. In most cases the club
support grants provide only a portion of the total project budgets but the clubs are often able to use the Foun-
dation’s support to leverage funds from additional sources. All the successful clubs must commit to the terms
of the grant as stated in the project application form. This includes acknowledgement of both BC Nature and
the BC Naturalists’ Foundation on all signs, publications and reports emanating from each Club Support Grant,
displaying the appropriate logos when practical. Reports on the projects generally come due on October 31 so
that a Club Support Grant Program update may appear in the BCnature Winter Magazine issue.

In February 2021 the Foundation provided approximately $19,000 for Club Support Grants and $3,500 for
scholarships. Ten of the eleven grant applications qualified for consideration and each of these ten were
awarded the full sum of money requested.

Abbotsford Mission Club - Website Revitalization Project - This website project is both timely and strategic for
the Fraser River mid-valley community. The Abbotsford Mission Nature Club has a good track record of impres-
sive projects but a new website might really help to improve visibility and recruitment.

Cariboo Heights Forest Preservation Society: Using Wildlife Cameras to Document Biodiversity within the
Cariboo Heights Forest — The Cariboo Heights Forest is strategically located along the Brunette River conserva-
tion corridor and should be included in the parkland but is not. The land is owned by the City of Burnaby and is
home to the BC Red-listed Washington subspecies of snowshoe hare. Formal documentation of the wildlife in
this de facto parkland may support efforts toward dedication of this land for conservation.

Comox Valley Nature: Trees 4 Tomorrow — Comox Valley Nature is partnering with Conservancy Hornby Is-
land to conduct a second year of The Trees 4 Tomorrow project, which aims to plant 10,000 trees per year on
private land across the Salish Sea Coastal region (Northern & Southern Gulf Islands and eastern Vancouver
Island) help fight climate change and restore critical coastal habitat. Trees 4 Tomorrow focuses on working with
local communities to plant trees to restore wildlife habitat, areas affected by wildfire, clear cut land, and bring
natural ecosystems back to life.

Cowichan Valley Naturalists Society: Native Plants for Native Pollinators - Inspired by the book “Natures Best
Hope “in which advocates for “Backyard National Parks” this re-wilding/naturalizing project fits wonderfully
well with the Cowichan Valley Naturalists’ efforts in Gary Oak meadow conservation and Bring Back the Blue-
birds project over the years.

Delta Naturalists Society: Delta biodiversity brochures - The push back by naturalists against the industrializa-
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tion and urbanization of the Fraser River Delta, Boundary Bay farmland and marine ecosystems has raged for
so long. Without education of the public the battle may never end. This brochure project is both timely and
strategic in this ongoing push for conservation.

Nature Chilliwack: Camp River Wildlife Area Enhancement — This grant follows through on previous funding
investments from a decade ago at Camp River Wildlife Area by the BC Naturalists’ Foundation. The Chilliwack
club’s dedication to this site reflects the foundation’s long term view of the larger provincial naturalist commu-
nity.

Nature Vancouver: Barn Owl Nesting Box project — Who gives a hoot about owls? Well a bunch of (mostly
senior) naturalists in the lower Fraser Valley do. There is continual loss of habitat for the Barn Owls and there
is a real need to continually improve nesting and roosting sites for the Barn Owls within the Lower Mainland.
In coordination with Sofi Hindmarch of Barn Owls BC, the bird house project has brought together members
of Nature Vancouver (three member) and Delta Naturalists Society (four members) into the “Cascade Bird Box
Team”. Founded by Peter Ward in 2016, based on earlier work by naturalists from the Lower Mainland, this
team has produced over 100 barn owl boxes over the last four years. These are installed all over the Lower
Mainland. Many of the boxes have been delivered to team member Sofi Hindmarch to ensure they reach farm
locations that are favorable. There are nine boxes in Metro Vancouver Parks, including lona Beach, Boundary
Bay, Kanaka, Aldergrove and Pitt Greenway. Education posters have been installed in several of these locations.
An extensive outreach program with farmers is ongoing.

North Okanagan Naturalists’ Club: Bird Survey for the Swan Lake Nature Reserve Park - Swan Lake is so pre-
cious yet so close to Vernon’s urban sprawl. This project is both timely and strategic for the long term conser-
vation efforts that have done great things for this rare Okanagan aquatic and upland ecosystem.

Squamish Environmental Conservation Society: Squamish Western Purple Martin Nest Box Program, Nest
Cam Implementation - Great conservation results in Howe Sound over recent years! The Squamish River estu-
ary is right up there with Wildlife Management Area designation, herring spawning facilitation and this West-
ern Purple Martin nest box installation and monitoring. Glass sponge reef mapping, rockfish conservation zone
delineations — much more action is coming to Howe Sound.

Williams Lake Field Naturalists: Development of a new Management Plan for the Scout Island Nature Cen-
tre in Williams Lake — The Scout Island Nature Centre has held high an inspirational beacon in central British
Columbia for four decades. This new management plan development is both timely and strategic in the current
evolution of the Williams Lake and Cariboo/Chilcotin regional communities.

The Foundation’s 2021 AGM and Directors meeting have not yet been scheduled. The AGM, when scheduled,

is open to all to attend by ZOOM. At the meeting the annual financial statements for year end 2020 will be
reviewed.

The Foundation operates nearly expense free. The major expense is for the annual review engagement re-
quired by Revenue Canada regulations.

Donations and bequests received in 2020 were approximately $67,000.
The year-end assets of the Foundation were $649,847 (compared to 2019 -$576,883) held by the Foundation,

plus the additional capital held by the Vancouver Foundation of $252,000. Combined, the funds at December
31, 2020 held by the BC Naturalists’ Foundation totaled over $900,000.
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The BC Naturalists’ Foundation funds managed by the Vancouver Foundation provide an annual disbursement
of investment earnings to the BC Naturalists’ Foundation.

The assets that the BC Naturalists’ Foundation directly holds are described in its year end 2020 Financial State-
ments which will be available for the AGM, and posted on the Foundation’s web page on the BC Nature web-
site, at: https://bcnature.org/bc-naturalists-foundation/ . These assets are grouped into two categories: the
Endowment Fund which is the total capital of donations and bequests received over the years, and the General
Fund which is the investment earnings. The General Fund represents the amount available for grants and ex-
penses, although most of that fund is reinvested for additional future returns.

Regarding the appointment of members and election of Directors of the BC Naturalists’ Foundation, the Coun-
cil of Club Representatives of BC Nature appoint the members of the Foundation and nominate its Directors.
Of the current Foundation Directors, the terms of three expire this year. All three are standing for re-election:
Gerald McKeating, David Tsang and Bev Ramey. Foundation Directors continuing on the Board as part of their
three year terms are: Kees Visser, Colleen Simmons, Sheila Puls, Alan Burger, Bob Handfield and Stephen Par-
tington. Pending a motion from the BC Nature AGM, we are happy to see an appointment of Catherine Jardine
as a member of our board. The Foundation Directors will elect its officers at its meeting subsequent to its
AGM.

If you are interested in volunteering with the Foundation, please contact Stephen Partington (sparting84@
hotmail.com). The Foundation welcomes new members, as appointed by BC Nature. The Foundation greatly
appreciates the contributions and support from naturalists throughout BC. ¢

NatureKids BC
Rebecca Clapperton Law, Executive Director

N atureKids BC (formerly the Young Naturalists’ Club of BC Society) is a 20 year old registered grassroots
charity that helps children get outdoors to explore, play, learn about and take action for nature through an
award-winning network of volunteer-led family nature clubs that extends across British Columbia. Thank you,
sincerely, to everyone at BC Nature for all of your encouragement, support and mentoring through the years as
we nurture the community that continues to enable BC children, and the grown-ups who love them, to con-
nect to nature.

COVID-19 has reinforced for all of us just how powerful and healing it is to get kids and their families engaged
with nature, large and small, right where they live.

We currently enjoy supporting over 400 family membership (2000+ children and adults) in 24 family clubs
across all regions of BC and we are growing with the support of seasoned Naturalist Club elders, launching

two new club organizing committees for the TriCities and Richmond communities. Although in-person club
programming was reduced in response to pandemic-related public health orders, our dedicated Club Leader
volunteers delivered 60 Explorer Day field trips in 2020! We recognize that many of our Nature Mentors are
found by networking with local BC Nature clubs and we are so grateful to have your support in this special and
inspiring way. We are actively building our province-wide team of Nature Mentors - If you would like to volun-
teer with us, we would be happy to hear from you: executivedirector@naturekidsbc.ca

With your support, we are fostering the next generation of nature stewards through hands-on learning, stew-
ardship activities and citizen science projects. We believe children come to know and love Nature by being in
Nature; catching tadpoles, building forts, following tracks and exploring with muddy boots. Strong childhood
connections to Nature translate to conservation behaviors later in life.
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Our primary and most meaningful adaptation to the COVID-19 pandemic has been to create and deliver digi-
tal content, called “Virtual Explorer Days” that are open to all members and the general public throughout

the province at one time. In direct contrast to the desire for kids to trade screens for green, NatureKids BC
moved quickly to create valuable content for parents, educators and kids — new program formats via zoom and
our BUZZ e-newsletter. With a strong following, the NatureWILD quarterly publication for children continues
to engage its audiences. If you are not already subscribing to our quarterly paper or digital publication, Na-
tureWILD, check it out online and add the fun to your household’s dinner table! https://www.naturekidsbc.ca/
be-a-naturekid/naturewild/

Our goal is to create a generation of knowledgeable, engaged and inspired children who are connected to Na-

ture at such a deep level that they will be empowered and motivated to take action for Nature now and in the

future. Celebrating our 20th year in 2020 by planting trees in communities across the province, we are excited
to imagine how many more children and families we will inspire over the next 20 years.

“I love that your organization is built around fostering love and appreciation for nature and is British Columbia
based! In today’s world most kids spend most of their free time inside and in front of screens and are quite
disconnected from the natural world around us and | want to help break that chain even a little bit with my son
and have him have the same love and respect for Mother Nature as | have.” 2020 Family Member of Natu-
reKids BC. ¢

Outdoor Recreation Council of BC
Louise Pedersen, Executive Director

he Outdoor Recreation Council of BC (ORC) is an umbrella organization composed of close to 60 organiza-

tional members that represent the broad and diverse spectrum of outdoor recreation user groups in BC,
including paddlers, hikers, mountain bikers, off-road motorcyclists, equestrians, quad riders, 4-wheel drives,
anglers and naturalists. We are fortunate to have BC Nature as one of our long-standing members.

We have had a very productive year. Here are some highlights:

The ORC recently completed a new strategic plan, which will guide us for the next few years. We trust that this
new plan will enhance our effectiveness and allow us to have a greater positive impact on influencing the con-
ditions for responsible outdoor recreation in BC. We have a lot of work ahead of us so to move forward we’ll
require strong relationships with our members, supporters and others who share our vision.

The ORC has been granted intervenor status in the Douglas Lake Cattle Ranch versus Nicola Lake Fish & Game
Club appeal. This case raised important questions about the extent of the public’s right to cross private prop-
erty to access public resources such as lakes, hiking trails, and wilderness and the decision could have implica-
tions for public access across the province. Unfortunately the appeal decision was not in the favour of public
access.

ORC participated in the 2021 provincial budget consultation with requests for more funding for BC Parks and
Recreation Sites and Trails BC and we coordinated a letter for the premier that was signed by a large number of
tourism, labour, recreation and conservation organizations, including BC Nature. We were very pleased to see a
historic funding boost for BC Parks of $83 million over three years in the 2021 budget.

The Trails Strategy for BC is an important document that guides how trails are planned and managed in BC. The
Provincial Trails Advisory Body (PTAB) is a working group that is cochaired by the ORC and composed of repre-
sentatives from various provincial government ministries, local government, the outdoor recreation sector and
tourism. The PTAB’s mandate includes the mandate to conduct periodic formal reviews and make recommen-
dations for improvements to the Trails Strategy. The PTAB has undertaken a comprehensive review of the Trails



Strategy and will make recommendations to government shortly for how best to update and implement the
new Strategy.

The ORC in partnership with the PTAB is researching options for establishing a trail fund that provides sustain-
able funding to trail groups for maintenance. Based on this research, we’ll pursue the best option.

We celebrated the 40™ anniversary of BC Rivers Day in 2020 and more than 63 Rivers Day events were hosted
by community groups and organizations all over the province. We have designed a trail steward program that
will educate trail users about responsible recreation behaviours which we hope to launch in the summer of
2020, pending funding. It also includes stewardship activities around the inaugural BC Trails Day, June 6.

We received funding from the Pacific Salmon Foundation to undertake a Fraser River Juvenile Salmon Study.
The main goal of this project is to learn more about the presence of juvenile salmon in the Herrling and Carey
area in the Heart of the Fraser as well as start to identify a tangible initial boundary for Ecologically Sensitive
Area designation under the Fisheries Act. ¢




Project Reports

Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas Program
Submitted By Liam Ragan

The Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBA) Program is one of the main province-wide programs led
by BC Nature. This year marks 25 years of IBAs in BC after having been brought to the province through

a partnership between Birds Canada, Nature Canada, and BC Nature. The main activity of the program is
to identify and monitor all sites which are critical to global and national wild bird populations, based on
internationally agreed upon standards. 83 such sites have been identified in BC, which are overseen by a
network of over 60 volunteer IBA Caretakers who monitor, report and steward the sites. Activities include
conducting bird surveys, producing interpretive signage, working with local First Nations communities, and
engaging government.

2020 was a year of tremendous change for the IBA Program. Krista Kaptein as Program Coordinator started
the year with plans for continuing planned outreach and activities with IBA Caretakers and First Nations
communities, including Guardian Watchmen for coastal sites. This has been an ongoing collaboration and
we had hoped for more successes. However, with the Covid outbreak happening, field trips ended, and
there was more focus on planning future surveys and activities. In Fall, Krista Kaptein stepped down as
Provincial Coordinator and the position was subsequently filled by Liam Ragan. Last, but certainly not least,
the BirdLife International partnership that leads the IBA program is now working with the World Wildlife
Fund, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Wildlife Conservation Society, and a number of
other partners to embark on an ambitious new Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) initiative. KBAs will apply similar
standards as those used to designate IBAs to all taxa to produce a comprehensive map of the most critical
sites for biodiversity on the planet.

Looking ahead to 2021 the program has a lot in store. In order to designate existing IBAs as KBAs, meetings
are taking place with Nature Canada, Birds Canada, Environment Canada, BC Field Ornithologists, and the
Wildlife Conservation Society of Canada to assess data and come up with a plan to resurvey some of the more
remote corners of our province. The new Provincial Coordinator is currently pursuing grants to increase the
program’s budget by almost 50% to $60,000 in order to scale up work with First Nations, information sharing
with government, and supporting the volunteer Caretakers in their survey and stewardship efforts.

In addition to the 60 volunteer Caretakers who are the lifeblood of the IBA Program, | would also like to
thank the following members of the IBA Steering Committee who have volunteered their time and energy to
maintain and develop the program to what it is today:

- Anne Murray, BC Nature IBA Liaison

- Dr Art Martell, BC Field Ornithologists

- Dr David Bradley, BC Director for Birds Canada

- David Fraser, Senior Advisor to KBA Canada and COSEWIC Member
- George Clulow, BC Field Ornithologists

- Graham Sorenson, BC Projects Coordinator for Birds Canada

- Harry Crosby, President of BC Nature

- James Casey, Fraser Estuary Specialist for Birds Canada¢
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Roberts Bank Terminal 2
Submitted By Roger Emsley

C Nature continues to oppose the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority’s (VFPA) Roberts Bank Terminal 2 (RBT2)
Project.

The federally appointed Review Panel for the RBT2 project presented its final report one year ago on March 27
2020. That report stated, “The Panel concludes that the Project would result in numerous adverse residual and
cumulative effects. The proposed offsetting plan for aquatic species, totaling 29 hectares, would be insufficient
to compensate for the reduction in productivity associated with a Project-induced habitat loss of 177 hectares
of Roberts Bank. There would be significant adverse and cumulative effects on wetlands and wetland functions
at Roberts Bank”.

Very quickly thereafter Jonathan Wilkinson, the Minister Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC)
extended the deadline for a decision on the project until November 23 2020. Then on August 24 2020 the Min-
ister paused the decision process and asked the VFPA to provide more information on a range of topics includ-
ing: fish and fish habitat; effects to Southern Resident Killer Whales; potential project effects on biofilm a key
source for many migratory birds and in particular the Western Sandpiper.

Initially VFPA stated it would provide that further information by the end of 2020. However, in November the
Port Authority said it was delaying its response until summer 2021. This is widely seen as a delay tactic.

Throughout 2020 and into 2021 VFPA has been holding workshops behind closed doors, whose attendance
included First Nations, Port Consultants, Port Staff and Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Environment and
Climate Change Canada scientists were not invited to these workshops even though many areas under discus-
sion are the direct responsibility of that agency.

These workshops have included and are developing material on a range of topics including:

e Identifying areas for habitat enhancement and project offsetting in Boundary Bay, Semiahmoo Bay, Canoe
Pass - adjacent to Westham Island, Roberts Bank Saltmarsh Restoration, Glenrose Tidal Marsh, Timberland
Basin and Gladstone Park Tidal Marsh.

e Mitigation measure for Southern Resident Killer Whales and juvenile salmon

e A Biofilm Guidance Manual

e Conditions for project approval

e Site design and planning for biofilm creation

e Potential alterations to the terminal footprint

e Feasibility of installing culverts under the port causeway.

The Independent Assessment Agency Canada (IAAC) is coordinating the release of these materials and once
VFPA has completed its information compilation IAAC will hold a public comment period. At that point the
decision pause will be revoked and the decision timeline will restart with an expected decision prior to the end
of 2021.

In the meantime, VFPA is stepping up pressure to get RBT2 approved. It recently advised West Coast Reduc-
tion, which provides essential services for the agricultural sector, that it will have to vacate its Vancouver inner
harbour facilities at some point to make way for further container terminal infrastructure. This is similar to
action taken against Global Container Terminals, whereby VFPA amended their lease of their inner harbour
Vanterm terminal such that if RBT2 does not get built by 2028 then VFPA will repossess that terminal. VFPA has
also started the hiring process for a project director to manage development of the RBT2 project.

Some 40 environmental and other groups oppose the project including BC Nature, Birds Canada, Nature
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Canada, Raincoast Conservation, Georgia Strait Alliance and Against Port Expansion. 14 of these groups wrote
to the Environment Minister on January 11 2021 urging him to reject the project. Several groups have also held
online workshops highlighting the many environmental concerns related to this project.

In addition, three Metro Vancouver cities, Richmond, Delta and White Rock, have all voted to oppose RBT2 and
have written to the Federal Government urging them to reject the project.

BC Nature has initiated contacts with various MPs, calling on them to support rejection of RBT2. The BC Nature
website has a page dedicated to RBT2 for members only. https://bcnature.org/roberts-bank/. Birds Canada has
launched a letter writing campaign to individual MPs at https.//e-activist.com/page/64289/action/1. They also
have a blog on their website. https://www.birdscanada.org/speak-up-now-protect-the-fraser-estuary-for-birds-
we-love/.

There is also an online petition at: https://www.againstportexpansion.org/downloads/Petition-to-the-Govern-
ment-of-Canada-and-BC.pdf

Global Container Terminals (GCT), operator of the Deltaport and Vanterm terminals is in a fight with VFPA and
has launched legal action. GCT wants to build a berth 4 at Deltaport adding container capacity on an incremen-
tal as needed basis. VFPA sees this as competition to RBT2 and is opposing it.

There are ongoing container terminal expansions in both Vancouver and Prince Rupert. In particular Prince
Rupert has plans for a significant incremental container terminal expansion that will take the capacity at that
Port up to five million containers. All this suggests Canada will have sufficient container terminal capacity for
the foreseeable future without ever having to build RBT2.

Despite the ongoing silence from ECCC and IAAC it is important to keep up the pressure through writing letters,
contacting MPs and writing to the Environment Minister ec.ministre-minister.ec@canada.ca. ¢

Comittee Reports

Awards Report
Submitted By Margaret Cuthbert

In 2020, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were challenged to present the BC nature awards to the deserving
recipients and thus we posted a number of awards to their nominators to present. In the lower mainland, the
committee chair delivered personally. The BC Nature magazine played an important role in acknowledging the
awardees and for all members to learn about their work for nature. We are in much the same position this
year. Nominations for the 2021 BC Nature Awards are:

The Elton Anderson Award is presented to Dr. Alan Burger.

This award is presented to a member of BC Nature to recognize their service,
dedication, devotion, enthusiasm and energy to further the aims of BC Nature

to naturalists across the province. This award is named in memory of Elton An-
derson, who did much to further the aims of the Federation of British Columbia
Naturalists. John Neville says, “It’s my privilege to nominate Dr. Alan Burger for
the Elton Anderson Award. He has provided excellent service to BC Nature as Vice
President, President, Past President and a number of committees. He has worked
very hard to keep BC Nature focused to know nature and keep it worth knowing.
For example, he brought together friends and associates to restart the Nature
Nanaimo Club. As Past President he still works hard to bring new people to the BC
Nature Board. His friendly disposition allows him to work well with everyone in
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our organization. He typifies the spirit and dedication of a volunteer through his many roles in BC Nature.
Full write up on all the worthy award winners in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.

BC Nature Regional Award is presented to Dr. Lynne Brookes. This Award is pre-
sented to a member of the Federation (BC Nature) who has served with dedication,
devotion and energy to further the Federation (BC Nature) across his or her Region.
Sally Soanes says, “Lynne’s contributions and mentoring covers the entire Mount
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region. She spearheaded the protected areas initiative driven
by BC Nature as well as sending them areas of interest to highlight on the BC Nature
website. Some of Lynne’s contributions and accomplishments are: set up and built a
wildlife garden at the North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre. This garden has a bee/
butterfly and hummingbird component as well as a frog/ salamander and dragonfly
component; set up the Seaside Nature Park in Qualicum Beach.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.

BCN Recognition Award is presented to Darlene Hartford. This Award is presented to
a person or persons from outside the Federation (BC Nature) or its affiliates who has
made an outstanding contribution to the knowledge, understanding and appreciation
of the natural history of B.C. Roy Jantzen says, “While visiting Peachland in the fall

of 2020 to complete research on bats for a wildlife viewing book, | met the President
Darlene Hartford of the Bat Education & Ecological Protection Society (BEEPS). Dar-
lene Hartford was clearly a force for the protection of bats in the Peachland area.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.

The Daphne Solecki Award is presented to Melissa Hafting. This Award recognizes
persons who have contributed to nature education for children in British Columbia.
Debbi Hlady says, “Melissa Hafting deserves to be recognized as she has led the Young
Birders Program 6 yrs and has been the Metro Vancouver Rare Bird Coordinator for 8
years, Melissa created the Young Birders Program that promotes nature through bird
watching with youth 13-18, supported in part by BC Ornithological Society and she
actively encourages and involves others. Her young birder group included at least 25
youth whom she took to the Okanagan, on a pelagic bird trip and to Whistler moun-
tain including Metro Vancouver trios.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.

Club Service Awards are presented to a person or persons belonging to a member Club recognizing their out-
standing service at a local level.

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society (FOSBS) Board of Directors nominates David Riley, an ‘unsung hero’ for
nature and conservation in this region. Joining the White Rock Surrey Naturalists in
the mid 90’s, he shortly became their conservation chair for many years. He then got
involved with the Little Campbell Watershed Society and continues to work on their
behalf today as president. While still working full time, he decided, with others to
initiate a new organization that would address marine, estuarine and riparian habitat
and wildlife concerns in the Boundary Bay area. Friends of Semiahmoo Bay (FoSBS)
launched under his guidance in 2001 and a first project was working with the Semiah-
moo First Nation on estuarine enhancement on the reserve.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.
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Langley Field Naturalists, Sheila Puls nominates Anne Gosse. Anne Gosse joined
the Langley Field Naturalists (LFN) after moving to Langley about 18 years ago.
Prior to this move, she had been an active member of the White Rock and Sur-

rey Naturalists. Welcomed, Anne was quickly elected to the executive, where she
continues to serve. Her first position was Field Trip Coordinator, where her selec-
tion of interesting walks and choice of leaders ensured excellent participation and
increased many folks’ knowledge of nature. She also organized several excellent BC
Nature Field Camps in Tofino, a camp which has always had a waiting list.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.

Rocky Point Bird Observatory (RPBO), Andrew Harcombe nominates Mark Byrne.
Mark was an avid sea kayaker when he realized that he knew little about the birds
he encountered on kayaking vacations with his wife, Robyn. Robyn shares Marks’
interest in birds and conservation, so they decided to explore birding as a hobby in
early 2016. That year they happened to be camping at Pedder Bay, home of one of
the banding stations operated by Rocky Point Bird Observatory. They were immedi-
ately hooked and motivated to sign up as volunteers at the banding station for the
remainder of the 2016 season.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature magazine.

Cowichan Valley Naturalists Society (CVNS), Gail Mitchell & Bruce Coates nomi-
nate Carol Milo. Carol is one of those people who does not get the credit she
deserves due to being quiet and mostly working in the background. Whether vol-
unteering at a CVNS table for community events, helping remove invasive plants
in a community park or taking excellent notes at the Cowichan Watershed Board
meetings and Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society meetings, Carol has been busy in
the last few years. However, Carol’s participation in CVNS goes back over a dozen
years. Normally a shy person, Carol stepped up to help Eric Marshall and became
a Co-President with him for two years, then continued with the new president as
Co-President when Eric “retired”. During this time, she was front and center in
organizing the BC Nature AGM here in the Cowichan Valley.

Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature maga-
Zine.

North Okanagan Naturalists Club, Judy Stockdale and Marnie Williamson nomi-
nate Norbert Maertens for his dedication and commitment to our club and com-
munity at large. Norbert has been a member of the North Okanagan Naturalists’
Club (NONC) for over 40 years. During this time, he has shown his love of nature
through his commitment to living in harmony with nature and his extensive
knowledge of the natural world. With more than 10 years on the Club execu-
tive he willingly accepts responsibility for projects that help preserve nature. He
advocates for the Club and BC Nature through letter writing and serving on com-

mittees. Full write up on this worthy award winner in the Summer 2021 BCnature
magazine. ¢



BC Nature Climate Action
Karen Crosby, Committee Chair

On December 21, 2020, a small group of BC Nature members met to brainstorm ideas for the birthing of the
Climate Action Subcommittee operating under the guidance of the Conservation Committee. The net result
was the development of the following evolving mission and goals:

A) Mission: Keep nature worth knowing by taking individual and collective actions to reduce and mitigate cli-
mate change in keeping with the UN IPCC goal of achieving global net zero carbon emissions by 2050 (to keep
global warming to 1.5 °)
B) Goals:
i) to provide effective climate crisis education programs and resources for BCN members
ii) to provide club members and BCN with effective strategies for influencing community, government(s)
(First Nations, federal, provincial, municipal) and business on climate action
iii) to provide a means for clubs to share information about their climate action programs and activities
iv) to work with networks of likeminded organizations to amplify our messages

Since then, our group has expanded to 12 active members. We hail from central Vancouver Island, northwest-
ern BC, the Okanagan and the Lower Mainland. We would love to have additional members so we would rep-
resent each BC region. We have had BCN join the David Suzuki Future Ground Network, an organization that
will provide extensive resources to our group and any local clubs who are working on climate action. Another
network we are working with is the BC Climate Emergency Network, soon to be officially launched in June. We
have our first webinar approaching on April 25, 2021. It will feature presenters from Nature Canada focusing
on Nature-based Climate Solutions and already has over 85 registrants.

Our future directions include:

. providing climate action webinars and resources to BCN members

. developing a focus on select, important climate solutions and then implementing actions on these
. liaising with local clubs with the aim of sharing best practices on climate solutions

J continuing to work with networks to amplify our messages

If you are interested in trying us out, please contact Karen Crosby at karencrO@telus.net . ¢

Governance Committee
Alan E. Burger, Committee Chair

he Governance Committee comprises Alan Burger (chair), Harry Crosby (BC Nature President), Vivian Birch-

Jones, Rick Gee, and Kees Visser. We've had a busy year, mostly doing a complete re-write of the Policies &
Procedures Manual (a huge task) and drafting terms of reference for various committees (Conservation, Edu-
cation, Finance, Nominations, Governance, Internet, and Robert’s Bank Terminal 2). In collaboration with the
Privacy Officer (office manager Betty Davison) we drafted a new Privacy Policy and, along with the Harassment
Officer Gwen L'Hirondelle, revised the harassment policies in the P&P Manual. Thankfully, the harassment poli-
cies have not yet been needed, but it is good to have these policies in place. The committee also provided input
to the Board on how BC Nature’s committees should elect their members. ¢
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INDEPENDENT PRACTITIONER'S REVIEW ENGAGEMENT REPORT

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURALISTS

We have reviewed the accompanying financial statements of The Federation of British Columbia Naturalists
("The Federation" that comprise the statement of financial position as at December 31, 2020, and the statement
of operations and changes in net assets, statement of changes in net assets and the statement of cash flows for
the year, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Practitioner's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express a conclusion on the accompanying financial statements based on our review.
We conducted our review in accordance with Canadian generally accepted standards for review engagements,
which require us to comply with relevant ethical requirements.

A review of financial statements in accordance with Canadian generally accepted standards for review
engagements is a limited assurance engagement. The practitioner performs procedures, primarily consisting of
making inquiries of management and others within the entity, as appropriate, and applying analytical
procedures, and evaluates the evidence obtained.

The procedures performed in a review are substantially less in extent than, and vary in nature from, those
performed in an audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards.
Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion on these financial statements.

Conclusion

Based on our review, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to believe that the financial statements
do not present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of The Federation of British Columbia
Naturalists as at December 31, 2020, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended
in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements
As required by the British Columbia Society Act, we report that in our opinion, these principles have been
applied on a basis consistent with that of preceding year.

REID HURST NAGY INC.
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

RICHMOND, B.C.
APRIL 9, 2021
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THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURALISTS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 2020

(Unaudited)
2020 2019
$ $
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash 103,399 56,402
Investments (Note 5) 82,056 88,451
Accounts receivable 21,009 6,039
GST receivable 697 3,503
Prepaid expenses 6,534 7,902
213,695 162,297
LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accruals 9,917 4,751
Unearned revenue - camps - 11,735
Unearned revenue - gaming - 33,000
9,917 49,486
NET ASSETS
UNRESTRICTED 99,104 36,660
INTERNALLY RESTRICTED (Note 8) 17,436 22,176
EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED GRANTS (Note 9) 55,764 24,301
EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED DONATIONS (Note 9) 31,474 29,674
203,778 112,811
213,695 162,297

COMMITMENTS (Note 6)

Approved on behalf of
The Federation of British Columbia Naturalists:

foe

f;/] /S

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
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THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURALISTS

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
For the year ended December 31, 2020
(Unaudited)

Unrestricted  Internally Externally Externally 2020 2019
Restricted  Restricted  Restricted Total Total
Grants Donations
(Note 7) (Note 8) (Note 8)
$ $ $ $ $ $
BALANCE, BEGINNING OF YEAR 36,660 22,176 24,301 29,674 112,811 139,210
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over
expenses 57,473 (5,765) 37,459 1,800 90,967 (26,399)
Interfund transfers 4,971 1,025 (5,996) - - -
BALANCE, ENDING OF YEAR 99,104 17,436 55,764 31,474 203,778 112,811

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements



THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURALISTS

STATEMENT OF UNRESTRICTED OPERATIONS
For the year ended December 31, 2020
(Unaudited)

2020 2019
$ $
OPERATING FUND
REVENUES
Advertising (Magazine) 5,435 8,715
Annual and Fall general meetings revenues 125 7,258
Camp revenue 1,746 80,823
Club membership dues 66,743 67,815
Donation of expenses by board, club reps and others - 14,887
Insurance premium recovery 11,227 10,675
Interest 1,628 1,960
Member donations and fundraising 57,247 14,857
Office improvement - 2,700
Other dues and subscriptions 900 1,550
Project administration fees 4,522 2,540
Wage subsidies 33,410 1,234
182,983 215,014
EXPENSES
Annual and Fall general meetings 313 2,648
Awards 896 288
BC Nature production and mailing 16,077 23,043
Bad debt 295 -
Bank charges 1,594 1,422
Camp expenses 1,426 66,213
Dues 191 284
Fundraising 46 -
Insurance premiums 13,471 12,742
Internet and website 9,623 6,067
Miscellaneous - 774
Office contribution - 2,700
Office supplies 3,630 4,398
Professional fees 10,650 5,427
Salary and benefits 58,753 55,069
Summer students 6,439 6,032
Telephone and communications 2,081 2,008
Travel and related expenses - board, club reps and others 25 21,751
125,510 210,866
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES 57,473 4,148

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
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THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURALISTS

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
For the year ended December 31, 2020
(Unaudited)

2020 2019
$ $
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses from
Unrestricted activities 57,473 4,148
Internally restricted funds & programs (5,765) (5,309)
Externally restricted grants 37,459 (29,285)
Externally restricted donations 1,800 4,047
90,967 (26,399)
Change in non-cash working capital items
Accounts receivable (14,970) (4,121)
GST receivable 2,806 (1,508)
Prepaid expenses 1,368 (4,037)
Unearned revenue - camps (11,735) 11,735
Unearned revenue - gaming (33,000) 33,000
Accounts payable and accruals 5,166 (524)
40,602 8,146
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Redemption (purchase) of investments 6,395 (1,958)
NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH 46,997 6,188
CASH, BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 56,402 50,214
CASH, END OF THE YEAR 103,399 56,402

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
December 31, 2020
(Unaudited)

1 PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION

The Federation of British Columbia Naturalists ("The Federation") was incorporated under the Societies
Act of British Columbia on June 3, 1969.

The objectives of the Federation are:

a) To provide naturalists and natural history clubs of British Columbia with a unified voice on
conservation and environmental issues,

b) To foster an awareness, appreciation and understanding of our natural environment, that it may
be wisely used and maintained for future generations,

c) To encourage the formation and cooperation of natural history clubs throughout British Columbia,
and
d) To provide a means of communication between naturalists in British Columbia.
2 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

These financial statements are prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-
profit organizations. The significant policies are:

(a) Basis of Presentation

These financial statements reflect the activities of The Federation only. They do not include the
transactions of the member clubs, affiliates or the BC Naturalists’ Foundation.

(b) Fund Accounting

The Operating Fund is unrestricted and reports revenue and expenses related to The Federation
member services and administrative activities.

The Internally Restricted Funds report revenue and expenses allocated for specific initiatives by the
Board of Directors of The Federation.

The Externally Restricted Funds report resources which are externally restricted for specific projects.
(c) Revenue Recognition

The Federation follows the restricted fund method of accounting for contributions. Restricted
contributions are recognized as revenue in the year in which they are received or receivable, if the
amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured. Operating
contributions are recognized in the same way, however, will be deferred to a subsequent year if
expenses related to the revenue will not occur until that subsequent year.

(d) Investments
Investments are initially recorded at fair market value at the date of acquisition and are subsequently

adjusted to fair market value at the reporting date with the adjustments recognized as investment
income in the Fund in which the investments are held.
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(e) Tangible Capital Assets

Tangible capital assets are expensed on acquisition. Tangible capital assets consists primarily of
office equipment.

(f)  Financial Instruments
(i) Measurement of financial instruments
The Federation initially measures its financial assets and liabilities at fair value.
The Federation subsequently measures all its financial assets and financial liabilities at cost
or amortized cost. Changes in fair value are recognized in the statement of operations in the

period incurred.

Financial assets measured at amortized cost on a straight-line basis include cash, accounts
receivable, investments in GICs and term deposits.

Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost on a straight-line basis include accounts
payable and accruals.

The Federation has not designated any financial asset or financial liability to be
measured at fair value.

(i) Transaction costs

Transaction costs related to financial instruments that will be subsequently measured at fair
value are recognized in the statement of operations in the period incurred. Transaction costs
related to financial instruments subsequently measured at amortized cost are included in the
original cost of the asset or liability and recognized in net income over the life of the
instrument using the straight-line method.

(g) Contributed Services
The Federation does not keep records of the service hours provided by volunteers to carry out its
service delivery activities. Because of the difficulty in determining the fair value, these contributed
services are not recognized in the financial statements.

(h) Income Tax Status

For income tax purposes, the Federation is a non-profit organization exempt from income taxes under
Section 149(1)(l) of the Canadian Income Tax Act.

3 FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

Transactions in financial instruments may result in an entity assuming or transferring to another party one
or more of the financial risks described below. The required disclosures provide information that assists
users of financial statements in assessing the extent of risk related to financial instruments.

(a) Fair value

The fair value of current financial assets and current financial liabilities approximates their carrying
value due to their short-term maturity dates. The fair value of long-term financial liabilities
approximates their carrying value based on the presumption that The Federation is a going concern
and thus expects to fully repay the outstanding amounts.
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4

CASH

Cash is composed of the following components:

2020 2019
$ $
BC Gaming Fund 29,285 28,713
Operating Fund 74,114 27,689
Total 103,399 56,402
INVESTMENTS
INTEREST
INSTITUTION INSTRUMENT MATURES RATE FAIR VALUE
$
Vancity Savings Credit Union Term Deposit February 23, 2021 1.65 % 21,226
Vancity Savings Credit Union Term Deposit March 4, 2021 1.65 % 30,415

Vancity Savings Credit Union

COMMITMENTS

In 2017, The Federation renewed the agreement with the Elders Council for Parks in British Columbia.
Under the agreement, the Elders Council provides The Federation with office space in Mount Seymour
Provincial Park Heritage Centre. In return, The Federation will provide the Elders Council with
administrative support services of 6 days per month.

Term Deposit

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

The Federation is related to the BC Naturalists' Foundation by virtue of the Federation's ability to exercise
significant influence over the Foundation. Transactions with this related party include donations received

March 4, 2021

by the Federation ($19,000 in 2020 and $20,500 in 2019).

These transactions are in the normal course of operations and have been valued in these financial
statements at the exchange amount which is the amount of consideration established and agreed to by the

related parties.

1.65 % 30,415

82,056
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8 INTERNALLY RESTRICTED FUNDS
2019 Transfers Revenue Expenses 2020
in (out)
$ $ $ $ $
Conservation Fund 1,223 - - - 1,223
Contingency Fund 15,107 - - - 15,107
Education Fund 492 - - - 492
Important Bird Areas Fund 4,551 - - (4,551) -
New Club Fund 614 - - - 614
Science Fair - 1,025 - (1,025) -
Tom Bearss Fund - - 1,260 (1,260) -
Trans Mountain Pipeline Legal Fund 189 - - (189) -
TOTAL 22,176 1,025 1,260 (7,025) 17,436

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
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9 EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED GRANTS AND DONATIONS
2019 Transfers Revenue Expenses 2020
in (out)
$ $ $ $ $
GRANTS
BC Gaming - Magazine - - 30,000 (15,000) 15,000
BC Gaming - Harnessing Nature (883) (5,996) 16,000 (6,890) 2,231
BC Gaming - IBA 2,000 - 20,000 (8,585) 13,415
Ecological Reserve Wardens 3,864 - - - 3,864
IBA - BC Field Ornithologist 239 - 2,000 (2,000) 239
IBA - McLean Foundation 168 - - - 168
IBA - Nature Canada EO 16,031 (9,472) - (4,629) 1,930
IBA - Nature Canada LAF - 9,472 10,000 (1,737) 17,735
IBA - TDFEF 988 - - (988) -
Nature Canada - Sitka 772 - - (772) -
Roberts Bank Terminal 2 - - 60 - 60
Wildlife Viewing Programs 1,122 - - - 1,122
TOTAL 24,301 (5,996) 78,060 (40,601) 55,764
DONATIONS
BC Naturalists Foundation Fund (Note 7) 16,708 - 19,000 (16,865) 18,843
Bert Brink Scholarship Fund (Note 7) 8,943 - 2,000 (2,000) 8,943
Rene Savenye Scholarship Fund (Note 7) 3,638 - 1,550 (1,500) 3,688
Other Restricted Donations 385 - - (385) -
TOTAL 29,674 - 22,550 (20,750) 31,474

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
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10

COVID-19

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization categorized COVID-19 as a pandemic. The potential
economic effects within The Federation's environment and in global markets due to the possible disruption
in supply chains, and measures being introduced at various levels of government to curtail the spread of
the virus (such as travel restrictions, closures of non-essential municipal and private operations, imposition
of quarantines and social distancing) could have a material impact on The Federation's operations.

The extent of the impact of this outbreak and related containment measures on The Federation's
operations cannot be reliably estimated at this time.



Federation of British Columbia Naturalists
BC Nature Board and BC Nature Club Directors 2020-2021

BC Nature Executive Committee

Position Name Email
President Harry Crosby harry_crosby@telus.net
Vice President Vacant
Past President Alan Burger aburger@uvic.ca
Director at Large Rick Gee rdgee@shaw.ca

Treasurer Barbara Towns btownsadv@gmail.com
Secretary Susan Thorne swthorne.78@gmail.com
Secretary-Alternate Vacant

Conservation Chair Peter Ballin pjballin@mac.ca
Kootenay Regional Coordinator Wendy Maisonneuve maisll@telus.net

Lower Mainland Regional Coordinator | Sheila Puls shelia@puls.ca
Northern BC Regional Coordinator Walter Thorne swthorne.78@gmail.com

Vancouver Island Regional Coordinator

Gaylia Lassner

gaylialassner@gmail.com

Thompson Okanagan Regional Coordi- | Gary Hunt garyalan.hunt@gmail.com

nator

Education Chair Margaret Cuthbert blueheron@birdsonthebay.ca
Awards Chair Margaret Cuthbert blueheron@birdsonthebay.ca

IBA Coordinator Liam Ragan liamragan@redpollconsulting.ca
NatureKids President Rebecca Clapperton Law | executivedirector@naturekidsbc.ca

NatureKids - Executive Director

Leslie Bol

president@naturekidsbc.ca

BC Naturalists Foundation - President

Stephen Partington

sparting84@hotmail.com

Lower Mainland Region Club Representative

Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club Hank Roos
Alouette Field Naturalists Jennifer Tayes

BC Great Blue Heron Society Gillian Anderson
Burke Mountain Naturalists Victoria Otten
Chilliwack Field Naturalists” Society Janne Perrin

Delta Naturalists Society Anita den Dikken
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society Marg Cuthbert
Langley Field Naturalists Kathy Masse

Little Campbell Watershed Society David Riley
Pender Harbour & District Wildlife Society Carole Logtenberg
Squamish Environmental Conservation Society Rachel Shephard
Stoney Creek Environmental Committee Wendy Snyder
Sunshine Coast Natural History Society Rand Rudland *
Surrey Environmental Partners (SEP) Deb Jack

Nature Vancouver Bev Ramey, Janet Snell
Whistler Naturalists Society Shawn Mason *
White Rock and Surrey Naturalists Society Carol Monaghan
WildResearch Angela Bond *

75




Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee

Kathy Masse

Kootenay Region Club Representatives

Fernie Nature Club

Mike Bentley

Rocky Mountain Naturalists

Wendy Maisoneuve

West Kootenay Naturalists” Association

Joan Snyder

Whitebark Pine Ecosystems

Randy Moody (New Club)

Northern BC Club Representatives

Bulkley Valley Naturalists

Anne Hetherington

Kitimat Valley Naturalists

Walter Thorne

Delkatla Sanctuary Society

Margo Hearne (New Club)

Mackenzie Nature Observatory

Jeanne Shaw

Northern Amphibian Naturalists Society

Norma Kerby

Prince George Naturalists

Dave Leman

Quesnel Naturalists Lorna Schley
Timberline Trail & Nature Club Meredith Thornton
Williams Lake Field Naturalists Fred McMechan

Thompson-Shuswap-Okanagan Club Representatives

Central Okanagan Naturalist Club

Fran Fisher

Kamloops Naturalist Club

Gary Hunt

Kamloops Thompson Trail Alliance

Cori Dixon *

Lillooet Naturalists

Vivian Birch Jones

Nicola Naturalists Alan Burger
North Okanagan Naturalists Club Pamela Jenkins
Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists Dwayne Flexhaug
Shuswap Naturalists Club Dianne Wittner
South Okanagan Naturalists” Club Alex Bodden
Vermillion Forks Field Naturalists Donna Hills
Vancouver Island Region Directors

Alberni Valley Nature Club

Sandy McRuer (New Club)

Arrowsmith Naturalists Toni Wyckoff *
Comox Valley Naturalists Society Sharon Niscak
Cowichan Valley Naturalists Society Bruce Coates
Nature Nanaimo Michael Stebbings

Rithet’s Bog Conservation Society

Andrea Sanders

Rocky Point Bird Observatory

Andrew Harcombe

Salt Spring Trail & Nature Club

Kees Visser *

Victoria Natural History Society

Claudia Copley

* denotes new director (within the last 12 months)

[Welcome to the New BC Nature Club Directors!
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