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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

April 7,2021

Honourable Katrine Conroy, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development

Via email: FLNR.minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Conroy:

BC Nature wishes to lend support to the letter sent to you by Dr. John and Mary Theberge regarding
control of wolves in British Columbia. BC Nature stresses the importance of stopping aerial wolf-killing,
and setting aside sufficient protected area for wolves. As apex predators, wolves, as well as bears and
cougars, serve as essential components of our ecosystem. As the Theberges note, more adequate study of
wolves, with increased inventory and monitoring, would provide much needed data whose interpretation
should make for better management decisions. However, managing wolves, or any other species, without
regard to a holistic ecosystem management plan, falls short of the goal of a healthy, sustainable, British
Columbia. Such studies could lead to updates to outdated trapping and hunting regulations (e.g., bag
limits) and the cessation of trophy hunting. We do not support the ongoing aerial killing or poisoning of
wolves, including the efforts to sustain endangered caribou herds. BC Nature does support government
policies that arise from working with local and aboriginal governments, and actions that account for
ethics, morality, and public/societal views as well as science, towards wolf and other large predator
management.

Our organization represents more than 50 naturalists’ clubs and 6,000 members’ province-wide. Our
membership consists of dedicated naturalists, including scientists, who are connected to, have expertise
in, and have concern for the preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms
inhabiting them, and that definitely includes wolves. We support any effort to promote the integrity of our
natural ecosystems, not only to protect their biodiversity, but also to protect our lives and the lives of
future generations in British Columbia.

We look forward to your response to our concerns, with as much specificity as possible about intended
action and the rationale behind it. Know that we wish to engage in discussions that lead to solutions.

Sincerely yours,

e
Harry Crosby

President, BC Nature

cc Honourable John Horgan, Premier of BC premier(@gov.bc.ca

Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation
ABR.minister@gov.bc.caMurray.rankin. MLA@leg.bc.ca

Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of State for Lands and Natural Resource Operations
Nathan.cullen. MLA@leg.bc.ca
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