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Premier John Horgan March 12, 2021
122-2806 Jacklin Road
Victoria, BC
VIB 5A4

Dear Premier

This year, as part of the 50th Anniversary of the Ecological Reserve Act and the Elders Council
for Parks in British Columbia’s initiative to recognize prominent British Columbians for their
contribution to protected areas, the Elders Council for Parks in British Columbia, along with the
Friends of Ecological Reserves and BC Nature, will be asking, our patron, the Lieutenant
Governor to recognize the University of British Columbia’s Plant Ecology professor, Dr
Vladimir J. Krajina, as a pioneer for his efforts in developing the concept of ecological reserves
to support Canada’s implementation of the International Biological Program and for facilitating
the British Columbia government’s leadership in becoming the first jurisdiction in Canada to
pass legislation to establish and manage ecological reserves.

In addition to our request to the Lieutenant Governor, we write to ask that your government issue
a Proclamation to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Ecological Reserve Act, which
passed unanimously after second reading in the BC Legislature on April 2, 1971 and, as a
meaningful commemoration of the 50th Anniversary, we ask that your government commit to:

« Designate additional Ecological Reserves, starting with the current seven proposals (Pink
Mountain, three old-growth sites on the Sunshine Coast and three Eocene fossil sites in
the B.C. Interior)

« Complete the systems plan for Ecological Reserves and use it and an advisory council
involving scientists and Indigenous peoples to guide future designations

« Recruit volunteer wardens for each Ecological Reserve currently without a warden and
explore opportunities for First Nations stewardship and co-management

« Allocate $125,000 to the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy to
support the wardens for stewardship expenses including boundary signs, GPS
equipment, travel and communication.

« With the assistance of the wardens, complete management planning direction for all
Ecological Reserves, including updates to documents prepared before 2000.

« Allocate $100,000 to the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy to
improve stewardship of existing Ecological Reserves by involving First Nations, other
levels of government, the private sector and civil society.



We would be pleased to meet with you or a designated representative, to discuss further

Yours truly,
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for Colin Campbell

Rick Page Harry Crosby
President Chair President
Elders Council for Parks in Friends of Ecological Reserves BC Nature
British Columbia
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cc. Her Honour Janet Austin, Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia
cc. Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy

cc. Deputy Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy



