Minister of Environment
and Climate Change

Ministre de 'Environnement et
du Changement climatique

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH3

MAR -5 2021

Mr. Harry Crosby
President

BC Nature

c/o Ms. Betty Davison
Office Manager
manager@bcnature.ca

Dear Mr. Crosby:

Thank you for your letter of December 11, 2020, regarding climate change and
the introduction of Bill C-12, the proposed Canadian Net-Zero Emissions
Accountability Act. | regret the delay in responding.

Your letter raises an important issue: ensuring that Canada achieves its
greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of 30 percent below 2005 levels by
2030, en route to net zero by 2050. The Government of Canada has committed
to exceeding this target as well as to announcing a new Nationally Determined
Contribution prior to the 26th session of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, which is scheduled to take place in November.
Nationally determined contributions embody the efforts by each country to reduce
national emissions and adapt to the impacts of a changing climate.

Recently, the Government of Canada released A Healthy Environment and a
Healthy Economy, its enhanced plan to build a better future with a healthier
economy and environment (www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/
climate-change/climate-plan/healthy environment_healthy economy_plan.pdf).
This plan builds on the work done to date and efforts that are already under way,
and will enable Canada to exceed its current 2030 emissions reduction target
under the Paris Agreement.

As you know, Bill C-12, the proposed Canadian Net-Zero Emissions
Accountability Act, codifies the federal government’s commitment for Canada to
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. This legislation requires the Government of
Canada to set national emissions reduction targets at five-year intervals for 2030,
2035, 2040 and 2045, and to develop emissions reduction plans for each target,
as well as to explain how each plan will contribute to reaching net zero in 2050.
The first emissions reduction plan is due within six months of coming into force.
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Bill C-12 will also ensure that the Government provides an update on progress
toward achieving the 2030 target at least two years prior to 2030. Moreover, the
Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development will have to
examine and report on the implementation of the measures to achieve the target
at least once every five years after Royal Assent.

In addition, Bill C-12 establishes an advisory body to provide advice and conduct
engagement on optimal pathways to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. This
advisory body will provide an annual report to which | must respond publically.

The reporting under Bill C-12 will complement Canada'’s reporting obligations to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. These include
the annual submission of a national inventory report detailing Canada’s
greenhouse gas emissions for every year dating back to 1990. Under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Canada also submits a
biennial report every two years and a national communication every four years.
These reports provide extensive information on Canada’s actions to address
climate change and projections of its future emissions.

In sum, the measures in Bill C-12 (the Canadian Net Zero Emissions
Accountability Act) will operate together with the reporting requirements under
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to ensure that the
federal government is accountable for a clear target-setting, planning and
reporting process for the entire period leading to 2050.

| look forward to hearing from you via the opportunities that will be provided

under Bill C-12 for public participation in relation to the development of targets

and greenhouse gas emissions reduction plans. As well, | appreciate your taking
the time to provide your recommendations on how to improve the proposed
Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act. The federal government will
consider them as the Bill moves through the legislative process and committee
study at the House of Commons.

Please accept my best regards.

Sincerely,

%@244

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, P.C., M.P.



