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The Federation of B.C. Naturalists
Office: 321-1367 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9
phone: 737 3057 fax: 738 7175

FEDERATED CLUBS
LOWER MAINLAND

Regional Coordinator: Daphne Solecki
3672 West 1st Avenue, Vancouver,
VGR 1H2 (tel:/fax: 736 9471)

Alouette Field Naturalists:
12554 Grace St, Maple Ridge, V2X SN2
D: Duanne van den Berg (463 8743)

Bowen Nature Club:

RR#1, Site F, Box 27,

Bowen Island, VON 1GO

D: Cathy Robertson (947 2388)

Burke Mountain Naturalists:

Box 52540, RPO Coquitlam Centre,
Coquitlam, V3B 7J4

D: Jude Grass (520 3706)
Alt.Mike Griffin (942 5326)

Central Valley Naturalists:
c/o 7271 LeFeuvere Road,
Mount Lehman, V4X 2C1
D: Johanna Saaltink (856 4982)

Chilliwack Field Naturalists:
Box 268, Chillwack, V2P 6J1
D: Birch Van Horne (795 5108)

Delta Naturalists' Society:
4992 Stevens Lane, Delta, V4M 1P1
D: Anne Murray {943 0273)

Langley Field Naturalists Society:
Box 56052, Valley Centre Post Office,
Langley, V3A 8B3

D: Martin McNicholl (294 9333) .

Pender Harbour & District Wildlife Soc.:
Box 220, Madeira Park, VON 2HO
D: Ann Barker {883 2689)

Royal City Field Naturalists:
125 Bonson St.,

New Westminster, V3L 2J9

D: Norma Boutillier (430 8033)

Squamish Estuary Conservation Society:

Box 1274, Squamish, VON 3GO
D: Jim Wisnia (898 2000)

Sunshine Coast Natural History Soclety:
Box 543, Sechelt, VON 3A0
D: Tony Greentfleld (885 5539)

Vancouver Natural History Society:

Box 3021, Vancouver, V6B 3X5

D: V.C. (Bert) Brink {224 7078)
Linda Kingston {525 0420)
Melanie Marchand (985 3720)
Daphne Solecki (736 9471)

White Rock and Surrey Naturalists Soc.:

Box 75044, White Rock, V4A 9M4
D: David Dunnison (538 5288)
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VANCOUVER ISLAND

Regional Coordinator: Tony Embleton
2643 Victor Street, Victorla, V8R 4E3
(595 6812)

Arrowsmith Naturalists:
Box 1542, Parksville, VOP 2H4
D: John Mackenzie (752 8689)

Comox-Strathcona Natural History Soc.:

Box 3222, Courtenay, VON 5N4
D: Joan Cartwright (334 2272)

Cowichan Valley Naturalists' Society:
Box 361, Duncan, V9L 3X5

D: Nils Hoeg (748 85086)

Alt. Audrey Hoeg (748 8506)

Mitlenatch Field Naturalists Society:
Box 413, Heriot Bay, VOP 1HO

D: Heather Kellerhals (285 3570}
Alt. Allan Brooks (337 8180)

Nanalmo Field Naturalists:
Box 125, Nanaimo, VOR SK4
D: Charlene Lee {753 4386)

Pender Island Field-Naturalists:
RR#1, Pender Island, VON 2MO
D: Jan Kirkby (629 3381)

Salt Spring Trail & Nature Club:
Box 203, Ganges P.O.

Salt Spring Island, V8K 2V8

D: Don Flook (653 9202)

Victoria Natural History Society:
Box 5220, Stn B., Victoria, VB8R 6N4
D: Tony Embleton (595 6812)

Tom Gillespie (361 1694)

THOMPSON-OKANAGAN

Regional Coordinator: Mike Chappell
2050 Fisher Road, Kelowna,
VIW 2H2 (763 1437)

Central Okanagan Naturalists Club:
Box 396, Kelowna, V1Y 7N8
D: Mike Chappell (763 1437)

Cec Dillabough (862 8254)

Friends of Mount Revelstoke & Glacier
Field Naturalists:

P.O. Box 2992, Revelstoke, VOE 250
Janice Jarvis (837 5007)

Kamloops Naturalist Club:
Box 625, Kamloops, V2C 5L7
D: Wayne Jennings {374 8338)

North Okanagan Naturalist Club:
Box 473, Vernon, V1T 6M4
D: Frank Paul (542 7629)

Peter Blokker (545 8297)

North Shuswap Naturalists Club:
Box 162, Celista, VOE 110
D: Helen Akrigg (955 2963}

Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists:
Box 1181, Osoyoos, VOH VO
D: Harold King (495 6907)

THOMPSON-OKANAGAN cont.

Similkameen Naturalist Club:
Cawston, VOX 1CO
Gabi Hollmann (499 5404)

Shuswap Naturallsts Club:
Box 1076, Salmon Arm, V1E 4P2
D: TBA

South Okanagan Naturalist Club:
Box 23003, Penticton, V2A 8L7
D: Joe Fitzpatrick (492 5895)

Vermilion Forks Field Naturalists:
Site 19, Comp. 12, RR¥#1,
Princeton, VOX 1WO

D: Madelon Schouten (295 7078)

NORTHERN BC
{includes Peace, Cariboo, North Central)

Regional Coordinator: Sandra Kinsey
RR#5, Site 18, Comp. 9, Prince George,
V2N 2J3 (963 8381)

PEACE

Timberline Trail and Nature Club:
9049 Elwcod Drive,

Dawson Creek, V1G 3M8

D: Ellen Schoen (782 4485)

CARIBOO

Bella Coola Trail and Nature Club:
Box 3, Bella Coola, VOT 1CO
D: Lis Karup (799 5932)

Quesnel Naturalists:
P.O. Box 4296, Quesnel, V2J 3J3
D: June Wood (249 5532}

Williams Lake Field Naturalists:
Box 4575, Williams Lake, V2G 2V6
D: TBA

NORTH CENTRAL

Bulkley Valley Naturalists:
Box 4209, Smithers, VOJ 2NO
D: Ewvi Coulson (846 5649)

Mackenzie Fish and Game Association,
Environmental Section:

Box 149, Mackenzie, VOJ 2C0

D: Alan Simcoe (997 2634)

Prince George Naturalists Club:
Box 1092, Stn. A,

Prince George, V2L 4V2

D: Jack Bowling {963 7837}

Skeena Valley Naturalists:
RR#4, Water Lily Bay Road
Terrace, V8G 4V2

D: Judy Chrysler (798 2535)

KOOTENAY

Regional Coordinator: Greg Ross
RR#2, Site 4, Box 34, Cranbrook,
V1C 4H3 (489 25686)
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Arrow Lakes Naturalist Club:
RR#1, Site 5, Comp. 45, Nakusp,
VOG 1RO

D: Dr. Bill Sones (285 4542)

Boundary Naturalists Association:
Box 2194, Grand Forks, VOH 1HO
D: Ruth Kuhl

Nelson Naturalists:
P.O. Box 893, Nelson, V1L 6A5
D: Heather Neville (352 9954)

Rocky Mountain Naturalists:
P.0. Box 791, Cranbrook, V1C 4J5
D: Mildred White (427 3605)

West Kootenay Naturalists' Assoclation:
Box 3121, Castlegar, VIN 3H4
D: Brenda Balaam (368 9677)

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS
& Observers

Alberni Valley Naturalist Society:
3691 Maitland, Port Alberni, VOY 3X5
Shirley Prince (723 68484)

the friends of the rain shadow:
Lillooet

Mayne Island Naturalists Club:
€22, Bluff Way, Mayne Island, VON 2J0
Michael Dunn (539 5745)

Sargeant Bay Society:
P.O. Box 14886, Sechelt, VON 1Y0
Joop Burgerjon

Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society:
Box 711, Duncan, V9L 3Y1
Nils Hoeg (748 8506)

Tumbler Ridge Ornithology Group:
Box 1690, Tumbler Ridge, VOC 2W0

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY

Honourary President:
Dr. Ian McTaggart-Cowan

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Editor's Note:

BC Naturalist went to press before the
Annual General Meeting on April 27 so
does not refelect the new Executive elected
at the Director's Meeting. Please contact
office following the AGM for names and
positions.

President:
Frances Vyse (tel:/fax: 372 8607)
First Vice President: Vacant

Second Vice President:
Allan Brooks (337 8180)

Treasurer: TBA

Recording Secretary:
Melanie Marchand (985 3720)

Past President:
Daphne Sclecki (see page 2)

Conservation Chalir:
Daphne Solecki (see page 2)

Education Chair: - Vacant

The Executive Committee also includes
the Regional Coordinators and the Editor
of the BC Naturalist.

DEADLINE
JULY 1996 EBITION
B.C. NATURALIST
25 MAY 1996

DEADLINES
B.C. Naturalist

The deadline for submitting articles and
advertising is:

EDITION DEADLINE
January 25 November
March 25 January
May 25 March
July 25 May
September 25 July
November 25 September

The distribution date is the first of the
edition month.

4 This Organization is supportedby: )

Province of British Columbia J

)

\_ Ministry of Smali Business, Tourism and Culture
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1996 INTERIOR EAGLE COUNT

On January 14, 1996, 72 members of interior naturalist
clubs {(FBCN affiliates) conducted an eagle count in con-
junction with the annual swan count.

164 Bald Eagles (102 adults, 62 sub-adults) were tallied
along with 5 adult Golden Eagles. This was an increase of
48 Bald Eagles over the 1995 count. The sub-adult
population comprised 38% of the total as opposed to 32%
in 1995. As we have increased the geographic coverage of
the count area over the years, the total number of birds
has also been increasing. As the coverage stabilizes, it will
be possible to make comments about trends after a few
more years of data, but the Adams River sockeye runs
always create an aggregation of birds at that spot. ‘Whether
there are really more eagles in the interior during major
spawning cycles or we are simply seeing a gathering of a
normally dispersed interior population remains to be
studied.

AREA DESCRIPTIONS

Merritt to Douglas Lake

South Thompson River - Kamloops Lake

east to Hwy. #5

South Thompson River - Hwy. #5 to cement
plant

South Thompson River - cement plant to
Pritchard

South Thompson River - Pritchard to Chase
Chase to Anglemont - Little & Big Shuswap Lakes
Tappen to Sicamous - Shuswap Lake

Sicamous to Enderby - Shuswap River, Mara Lake
Peachland to Osoyoos & USA border

Mabel Lake '

Enderby to Mabel Lake - Shuswap River
Kamloops Lake to Savona

Kelowna Area - Okanagan Lake

Vernon Area - Okanagan Lake

Sterling Creek - Princeton - Allison Lk.

Osoyoos - Sterling Ck along Similkameen drainage
Adams Lake

Kettie River - Christian Valley

Merritt to Spences Bridge

VHOTORECORCGTIOTE [w A ] sviieg

PARTICIPANTS

Kamlcops Area
Geoff Bodman, Jo Chipperfield, Ros Eldridge. Allen
Frissel, Willy Haras, Rick Howie, Wayne Jennings,
Eric McAlary, Syd Roberts, Beth Taylor, Ken Taylor,
Len Taylor.

Shuswap Area
Doris Kime, Frank Kime, Phil Rathbone, Sandi
Rathbone, Tony Rathbone.

Vernon Area
Mary Collins, Ken Dennys, Candace Eikerman, Phil
Gehlen, Wendy Hooke, Brian Holmes, Doris Bolmes,
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RESULTS BY AREA
AREA Bald Golden TOTAL
ad juv ad juv ALL
A g 9 0 0 18
B 0 1 0 0 0
c 6 O 3 0 2]
D 3 0 0 0 3
E 1 0 0 0 1
F 31 22 0 0 53
G 0 0 0 0 0
H 3 0 0 0 3
I 1 3 0 0 4
J 3 1 0 0 4
K 13 2 0 0 15
L 1 © 0 0 1
M 3 3 0 0 6
N 10 3 0 V] 13
8] 4 5 0 0 9
P 1 2 0 0 3
Q 0 O 0 0 0
R 11 11 2 0 24
S no count
TOTAL 102 62 5 0 169

Phil Jones, Terry Lodge, Terri Lodge, Ernie
McNaughton, Bob McVicar, Daphne Manning, Peter
Mayfield, Hylda Mayfield, Norbert Mertens, Elsie
Nykyfork, John Quirk, Shirley Quirk, Pat Schneider,
Eleanor Serson, Rod Wark, Dean ?.

Kelowna Area
Bill Baker, Joanne Beaulieu, Erna Breiteneder, Walter
Breiteneder, Joan Burbridge, Chris Charlesworth,
Eileen Dillabough, Elke Fischer, Rick Gee, Betty
Greenwood, Don Latta, Judy Latta, Netty Overhoff,
Judy Thoms, DonWilson, Gwynneth Wilson, Robin
Yellowlees.

South Okanagan Area
Stannie Caldwell, Dick Cannings, Eva Durance,
Harold King, Joan King, Laurie Rockwell, Glenda
Ross, Jim Shaver.

Princeton Area
Jerry Herzig, Kim Herzig.

Nicola Valley
Glen Carlson, Margaret Carlson, Murphy Shewchuck,
Wayne Weber.

Kettle River
Bruce Morgenstern, Pearl Morgenstern.

Prepared by
Rick Howie
Kamloops



1996 INTERIOR SwAN COUNT

January 14, 1996 marked the 23rd annual Interior Swan
count as 72 members of naturalist clubs tallied tradi-
tional areas in the Thompson, Shuswap, Okanagan,
Nicola and Nicola drainages. The totals were 82 Tundra
Swans and 258 Trumpeter Swans for a grand total of 340
birds. This is the fourth lowest count since 1981. Five
counts prior to 1981 produced fewer birds than in 19986,
but earlier surveys were less intensive in the Okanagan
and other drainages.

Discussion

The tally of 82 Tundra Swans was the third lowest with
only 1991 & 1993 showing lower totals. Juveniles com-
prised 18.5% of the population which is within the range
of 17-29% that has been recorded over the period of the
count. The 10 year average for juveniles during the period
1973-83 was about 26%.

Trumpeter Swans were below last years total of 412 with
atotal of 258, continuing the second year of a decline since
the 1994 peak of 693 birds. Juveniles comprised 20.6 %
of the population which is statistically equal to the mean
of the last 10 years which was 21%.

The absence of Tundra Swans on the South Thompson
River {4 in 1996} was dramatic when one contrasts this
with the historic high count of 685 in 1985. Temperatures
had been mild throughout December and no ice was in
evidence along the entire river. However, water levels had
risen to elevations never before recorded in December or
January since measurements were initiated in 1911. As
evident in the graph, water levels began to rise above
normal about mid October 1995, but the increase was
slowed by a brief cold spell in early November. After Nov.
11, water levels rose to a peak that remained one metre
above average for the first 3 weeks of December before
beginning a slow decline. By count day on Jan. 14, water
levels were still about 0.6m above normal. (The chart
shows water levels above a zero reference point on a set
gauge and should not be read as actual water depths
which are considerably deeper.)

The increased river depths likely made foraging difficult
for the shorter-necked Tundra Swans and forced them
into the few shallow areas remaining. Conflict with
Trumpeter Swans would have increased and the larger
birds may have dominated the limited aquatic foraging
sites. The Tundra Swans appeared to have left the area by
early December, leaving only Trumpeters behind.

The 65 Tundra Swarts on the Shuswap River is 2-3 times
historic high counts and during some winters, no birds
are found on this system. This suggests that while not
necessarily a preferred area, the Shuswap River between
Mara Lake and Enderby was able to provide sufficient
forage for an enhanced but still small number of birds,
despite increased water levels. These birds may have
moved from the South Thompson River.

The wintering Tundra Swan population has declined
dramatically on 5 occasions during the past 23 years.
These low populations have ranged from 40 to 130 birds.
The intervals between low populations has decreased
from 8 years between the initial two depressions to 5, 2 &
3 years between the successive depressions. In all cases,
foraging conditions on the main wintering habitat along
the South Thompson River have not been ideal for the
smaller Tundra Swans. During 4 of the § winters, exces-
sive shore ice has made traditional foraging sites unavail-
able. During the winter of 1996, it is postulated that
excessively deep water hampered foraging for Tundra
Swans. Thus, low numbers of Tundra Swans on the South
Thompson wintering area appears closely linked to the
availability of foraging habitat as epposed to any real
fluctuations in the post-breeding populations. A more
detailed discussion of the population trends will be avail-
able in a summary of the first 23 years of data, currently
in preparation.

The somewhat less dramatic but nonetheless sharp de-
cline in the wintering Trumpeter population over the past
2 winters is perhaps confounded by the abnormally high
water levels of 1996. During other years when habitat
availability for Tundra Swans may have been limiting, the
Trumpeter populations continued to increase. The au-
thor is unsure whether management actions in the United
States continue to create circumstances that are resulting
in unstable wintering behaviours or whether there are
other causative factors. In the aforementioned 23 year
summary in preparation, I hope to have further informa-
tion to aid the discussion about Trumpeter Swans.

RESULTS BY AREA
AREA TUNDRA TRUMPETER TOTAL
ad juv ad juw
A 0 0 1 0 1
B 0 0 9 2 11
(& 4 0 14 6 24
D 0 0 73 11 84
E 0 0 49 21 70
F 0 0 4 4 8
G 0 0 0 0 0
H 52 13 13 4 82
I 0 0 2 0 2
J (o} 0 0 0 0
K 0 0 3 1 4
Ii 0 0 34 4 38
M 10 3 1 0 14
N 0 0 0 0 0
O 0 0 0 0 0
P 0 0 0 0 0
Q 0 0 2 0 2
R 0 (o} o} 0 0
S not counted
TOTAL 66 16 205 53 340

cont. on page 6
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South Thompson River

Metres

o
O

1-Oct
o7
014 -
028

4-Nov &

AREA DESCRIPTIONS

Merritt to Douglas Lake

South Thompson River - Kamloops Lake east to Hwy. #5
South Thompson River - Hwy. #5 to cement plant
South Thompson River - cement plant to Pritchard
South Thompson River - Pritchard to Chase

Chase to Anglemont - Little & Big Shuswap Lakes
Tappen to Sicamous - Shuswap Lake

Sicamous to Enderby - Shuswap River, Mara Lake
Peachland to Osoyoos & USA border

Mabel Lake

Enderby to Mabel Lake - Shuswap River
Kamloops Lake to Savena .

Kelowna Area - Okanagan Lake

Vernon Area - Okanagan Lake

Sterling Creek - Princeton - Allison Lk.

Osoyoos - Sterling Ck aleng Similkameen drainage
Adams Lake

Kettle River - Christian Valley

Merritt to Spences Bridge

UWOUTOZECORCTIOMEOOW >

PARTICIPANTS

Kamloops Area
Geoff Bodman, Jo Chipperfield, Ros Eldridge, Allen
Frissel, Willy Haras, Rick Howie, Wayne Jennings,
Eric McAlary, Syd Roberts, Beth Taylor, Ken Taylor,
Len Taylor.

Shuswap Area
Doris Kime, Frank Kime, Phil Rathbone, Sandi
Rathbone, Tony Rathbone.

Vernon Area
Mary Collins, Ken Dennys, Candace Eikerman, Phil
Gehlen, Wendy Hooke, Brian Holmes, Doris Holmes,
Phil Jones, Terry Lodge, Terri Lodge. Ernie
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Levels 1995-96

—e—1995-98
|~ Mean

2-Dec
b9 -
D16 -
D23 -
D30

g-Jan
J14 -

McNaughton, Bob McVicar, Daphne Manning, Peter
Mayfield, Hylda Mayfield, Norbert Mertens, Elsie
Nykyfork, John Quirk, Shirley Quirk, Pat Schneider,
Eleanor Serson, Rod Wark, Dean ?

Kelowna Area
Bill Baker, Joanne Beaulieu, Erna Breiteneder, Walter
Breiteneder, Joan Burbridge, Chris Charlesworth,
Eileen Dillabough, Elke Fischer, Rick Gee, Betty
Greenwood, Don Latta, Judy Latta, Netty Overhoff,
Judy Thoms, Don Wilson, Gwynneth Wilson, Robin
Yellowlees.

South Okanagan Area
Stannie Caldwell, Dick Cannings, Eva Durance,
Harold King, Joan King, Laurie Rockwell, Glenda
Ross, Jim Shaver.

Princeton Area
Jerry Herzig, Kim Herzig .

Nicola Valley
Glen Carlson, Margaret Carlson, Murphy Shewchuck,
Wayne Weber.

Kettle River
Bruce Morgenstern, Pearl Morgenstern.

Prepared By:
Rick Howie
Kamloops
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MycoLoGgIicAL MEMORIES

This past year marked the first time that I began to look at
fungi with more than a passing glance. A trip to the Queen
Charlotte Islands in a battered VW van meant that [ had
lots of opportunity to get down on my knees and learn all
about mushrooms and toadstools. My travelling partner
and I became mycological friends, scon scanning the fields
and forest for a flash of gold, red or brown that might mean
a new friend, or, at the least, a feast for dinner.

I think I had always assumed that mushrooms looked the
same, mostly varying shades of dull brown, barely distin-
guishable from the soil and dead leaves on the forest floor,
But I soon discovered that they are incredibly diverse and
even flamboyant. While some are tiny and humble, others
are flagrantly ridiculous. and extravagant. Who couid
forget the sight of a fly amanita (Amanita muscaria) grow-
ing near the base of a conifer, its cap as red as a summer
sunset, sprinkled with white flakes and as large as a dinner
plate? Small clusters of sulfur tufts (Naematoloma
Jasciculare) are almost fluorescent, with yellow caps and a
greenish centre. And what is the practical purpose of the
colouration of the violet cort (Cortinarfus violaceus), a tall
and elegant mushroom that is a deep amethyst colour,
with a texture like crushed velvet? As completely frivolous
as one of Liberace’s costumes, but just as unforgettable
(some might say unforgivable).

itis easy for anyone who has been bitten by the mycological
bug to become addicted to the thrill of finding new species
to identify in the woods. My friend and I quickly developed
ahabit of grabbing compasses, some apples, rubber boots,
and our battered guidebook, and tramping off into the
nearest stretch of forest. Other campers and hikers
thought we were a little crazy, especially because we often
went into inhospitable areas in all kinds of weather. One
memorable “stroll” was a six hour slog through a mosquito
infested swamp, as mossy and oppressive as you could
imagine, while another was a scramble up the side of a
steep mountain, climbing over fallen logs and boulders, all
in the pouring rain. But we loved every minute of itl We
were definitely fools...if we hadn't braved the downpour on
the mountainside I would have never found a cluster of
ruffled black chanterelies, or a toothy Hydnum repandum
{the hedgehog mushroom).

Our progress was often incredibly slow, especially if you
are accustomed to hiking for the purpose of arriving
somewhere. On our mushroom jaunts, there was no clear
destination. Often, the most amazing specimens are
located under your feet, (or hidden under a nearby log).
The lessons learned are useful ones; be observant, and
peer around and under everything. Perhaps a Zen master
could use mycological meandering as a way to illustrate
the importance of being keenly aware of the world in the
present moment, and not to yearn for a far off summit.

For those who are new to the world of fungi, the good news
is that they are very approachable. Even a ramble through
a city park or nature reserve can yield some unknown and

wonderful specimens. The Shaggy Mane, an elongated,
curly gray wig of a mushroom, pokes it nose through the
grass along many country roads, and eventually will
disintegrate into a black inky puddle, that can be used to
write with if you dip in a paintbrush. Fungi will sit
patiently as you poke it gently, peering under its cap and
examining the stalk. Binoculars are unnecessary, and
you don't have to sneak up on them on tiptoes. They are
particularly fun to discover with children, but learning
about mushrooms can bring out the kid in anyone. {How
dignified can you fook when you're on your hands and
knees, muttering Latin names under your breath as you
thumb through a battered guidebook?)

Of course, as with any outdoor activity, a word of caution
must also be offered to the enthusiastic amateur mycolo-
gist. Mushrooms, if identified incorrectly and ingested,
canbe deadly. The warnings we received as children were
given for a good reason. Many of the seemingly innocu-
ous brown or white caps growing near home or in the
woods are not for human consumption. Eating a poison-
ous type of fungi can cause a mild reaction (like an upset
stomach or vomiting) to severe reactions. Some mush-
rooms (like the Amanita ocreata) are fatal if ingested. The
greatest difficulty in gathering edible wild mushrooms is
that can be easily confused with the ones that are a
definite no-no. Don't go into the forest with a few vague
recommendations that may be incorrect: the idea that a
poiscnous mushroom will turn a silver coin black, for
example, is completely false and could lead to a danger-
ous meal. People have been fooled, and have been made
very ill as a result, or have died.

Douse common sense and a healthy dose of respect when
locking for fungi. Find a reputable and easy-to-use
guidebook, with clear descriptions and illustrations, and
never eat a mushroom until the specimen in question
matches every characteristic without exception. Take
the time to learn about the fungi in your area, and go for
a few hikes before attempting to find edible ones. If you
have the slightest doubt about a particular mushroom,
leave it alone.

A Final Note: One question which emerged for us as we
explored the Charlottes was whether deforestation has
affected the fungi population. The Haida Gwaii archi-
pelago has already been extensively logged for many
decades, and we wondered whether some spectes of fungi
may have been adversely affected, or even made extinct.
Also, does the commercial harvesting of chanterelle and
matsutake mushrooms have a negative impact upon the
forests they live in (for example, trampling of under-
growth, raking of moss, etc.). Ide not know if anyone is
currently researching any of these questions, but I would
be interested in hearing if anyone has any information
regarding this.

Cecilia Greyson

Vancouver
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IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS

The Canadian debate of the merits of free trade is not over,
and conservation remains a key issue. How will economic
activity linked to free trade affect the environment? The
jury is stili out'on this question, but there is good news.
An environmental commission spawned by North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has sponsored a
program to identity and protect North America's most
significant bird habitats. And Canadian Nature Federa-
tion (CNF) is at the heart of the program.

The program, modestly labelled Tmportant Bird Areas’ is
a global conservation campaign spearheaded by the UK-
based BirdLife International (IBA). The IBA program
offers a standard approach to identifying key areas of bird
habitat around the globe. Conservationists use biologi-
cally-based, consistent criteria to evaluate sites and then
identify the world's most important bird habitats. The
criteria help determine globally-important areas, as well
as those important at continental or national scales.

IBA sites can be habitats that each country has a global
responsibility to protect. Work to protect these sites,
including conservation strategies, monitoring plans and
on-the-ground advocacy, then follows.

Partnerships at all levels of the naturalists community is
vital to sticcess of this program, and in Canada we are off
to a good start. The Canadian Nature Federation and Bird
Studies Canada (BSC), the BirdLife co-partners in Canada,
launched the program together with start-up funding
from the North American Commission on Environmental
Cooperation.

Bird Studies Canada (housed at Long Point Bird Observa-
tory) is tackling the technical side, gathering and analys-
ing datato evaluate candidate sites. The Canadian Nature
Federation is focussing on national and international
advocacy and building provincial partnerships. Provin-
clal nature organizations, working with local clubs. can
use the IBA systems to nominate candidate sites and
eventually foster their conservation.

Europe embarked on its IBA program in the early 1880s
and published a directory to Important Bird Areas in
Europe in 1989. The resulting campaign to protect
identified sites can claim a number of successes. Several
countries, notably Turkey, Poland, Croatia, France, Hun-
gary, Spain, Latvia and Denmark, have improved the
protection of IBAs through the establishment of national
parks or protected landscapes, expansions of existing
protected areas, and other modifications of land use. In
1988, when the European IBA review was completed, only
25 percent of the sites were protected. Effective advocacy
doubled the number of sites protected by 1994.

In addition to the well-established Eurcpean IBA pro-
gram, a directory of IBAs of the Middle East was published
in 1994 and IBA programs are now underway in Africa and
Asia.
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The strength of the IBA program comes from every partici-
pating country contributing to a truly global conservation
effort. The world wide network of IBA partners provides a
strong united voice advocating protection of habitats - -
from influencing international policy down to the vital
grass roots action needed to make conservation happen
on the ground. Here in North America, the Mexican,
American and Canadian BirdLife partner organizations
and other bird conservation groups are working together
to implement an effective bird conservation plan for the
continent. The IBA program is a vital cornerstone of the
plan.

Starting in spring 1996, site nominations for Canadian
IBAs will be solicited from ornithologists, bird conserva-
tionists, birders and naturalists across the country. Bird-
watchers will be seeing their work and data from bird atlas
projects, monitoring programs and bird-banding being
put to use in this effort.

For copies of the IBA criteria or site nomination forms,
please write to: Caroline Schultz, Canadian Nature Fed-
eration, 1 Nicholas Street, Suite 520, Ottawa, Ontario,
KI1N 7B7.

The World's Mcst Important Bird Areas

It is fitting that the IBA program was launched in Canada
during an Olympic year. Canadian IBA candidates will be
advanced and judged, using objective criteria, to see how
they measure up to important bird areas around the
globe. Bird population data are evaluated in four catego-
ries in this ‘competition’. Only some related to where you
can see the most birds. No medals will be awarded to the
sites that rise to the top, but flags will be raised - - red flags
that will help focus conservation efforts at their protec-
tion.

1. Habitats of endangered, threatened or vulnerable
species. For example, Diefenbaker Lake in south-
west Saskatchewan is likely to be declared a globally-
important IBA. It's shores are home to the largest
population of Piping Plovers in North America, and
sustains close to 5% of the world’s population of these
globally-threatened shorebirds.

2. Habitats of species with restricted ranges. This
category covers endemic species, those that live in
one geographical area and nowhere else. Many sites
in Mexico may be declared globally-important IBAs
because of the endemics they support. But Canada
may not have any sites in this category.

3. Habitats of species restricted {o a biome or a
unique habitat. This category covers groups of
species that, though not endemics, are confined to a
unique or highly threatened habitat.




4. Habitats supporting important congregations of
species. These site support species that may be
vulnerable because they congregate at a limited
number of sites when breeding, wintering, or migrat-
ing. Most of Canada's IBAs are expected to fall in this
category. Lake Erie's Long Point is an good example
of a candidate globally-important IBA. It supports up
to 10% of the North American population of Redheads
and 10-5% of the North American population of
Canvasbacks congregate there each year.

Not all areas of significant bird habitat will qualify as IBAs.
The goal is to identify and target for conservation the most
critical areas which will be internationally-recognized.

OxraNacan Bic Day CHALLENGE
19 May 1996

Contact a Cannings! Dick - 604 496 4019

19 May: Count Day
20 May: Brunch, hot tub and count talley at
Naramata.

OxavagaNn MounNTAIN PARK

CrirrER COUNT
25 May 1996

Saturday, 25 May is the date for the 4th annual count of
flora and fauna (critters!) in Okanagan Mountain Provin-
clal Park. This year, the South Okanagan Naturalist Club
is organizing the even with the help of the Central Okanagan
Naturalists Club and BC Parks staff.

The count goes most of the day with the count-up and a
catered barbecue (about $7.00 each) at Okanagan Lake
Frovincial Park north of Summerland starting at 5:00
p.m. Count terrain varies from easy walking to mountain
hiking.

If you are interested in taking part {come for the Big Day
Challenge the long weekend before and stay over!), call
Eileen Dillabough, 604 862 8254, or Brenda Thompson
604 764 4296 for the Kelowna end of the Park and Eva
Durance, 604 482 3158, or Laurie Rockwell, 604 494
7558 in Penticton.

Vancouver NATURAL
HisTory Sociery’s Birp Count
25-26 May 1996

This year we hope to involve as many people as possible,
so mark it in your calendar and take part in this fun way
to raise money for nature! New to birding? What a great
way to learn some birds and to meet some people. Come
out for an hour or a day, on your own or in a group, by foot,
bike, rollerblades or car. Afterwards, join us for a “post
count” function, where we'll hand out some drink, food
and awards. Contact Jeremy Gordon, VNHS, Box 3021,
MPO, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3X5.

Mount RoBsoN BIrp BLiTz
1-2 JuneE 1996

This year's Blitz will be held at Mount Robson on the
weekend of 1-2 June. So bring your canoes, hiking boots
and binoculars and join us for a great weekend of birding
in the Rocky Mountains.

Contact Gail Ross at 604 565 6378 (Prince George} for
further information.

SkAGIT VALLEY PROVINCIAL PARK
BIRD-A-THON
7, 8 & 9 June 1996

You are invited to a bird-a-thon and free camp-out in the
new Skagit Valley Provincial Park. The group campsite
has been reserved from Friday afternoon to Sunday noon.
This one day 24 hour bird-a-thon takes place all day
Saturday. Organization of birding routes takes place
Friday evening. Experienced and beginner birders are
welcome!

The Skagit Valley Provincial Park is located at the south
end of the Silver Hope Road on a good gravel road (a 50
minute drive). It is a transition zone between the coastal
and interior forests with 197 bird species recorded. The
event will aid in educating the publie as to the wildlife
viewing opportunities of the Skagit area and information
gathered will aid in the compilation of a bird checklist for
the Skagit Valley.

If you would like to attend, reserve your campsite, or
receive more information please contact Lee or Denis
Knopp at 604 858 5141 or write ¢/o 47330 Extrom Road,
Chilliwack, B.C. V3R 4V1,

StrAaTHCONA PROVINCIAL PARK
Birp SEARCH
8-9 JuneE 1996

This is a Strathcona Wilderness Institute Annual Event.
Birders are needed to record birds in the Park. Your
choice of areas - hike, canoe or ski. Camping is available.
The Institute is also holding a workshop on 11-12 May
on bird and plant identification in the Buttle Lake area.
For more details contact Betty Brooks, 1630 Seaview
Road, Black Creek, B.C. V9J 1J5 or phone 604 337 8180.

ManniNg ProvNIcAL PARK
BIRD BLITZ

14-16 JunE 1996
Ser Pace 12
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RIGHT ANSWERS, WRONG QUESTIONS?

We cannot doubt the impact of the human species on
Planet Earth - - we have changed, are still changing, the
face of the Earth.

Does ‘Our’ Earth care about our changes? Funny ques-
tion. Why would she? The Earth is neither ‘Our Mother’,
nor does it have feelings such as love, stress, or suffer-
ance... This planet has existed for a long time, it has
undergone incredible changes and still keeps turning.

For now, you and I are part of its dominant species, this
Planet is ours for the taking? Which restrictions would
apply? Purely practical limitations, such as keeping the
nest clean, not too much dangerous pushing and shoving?
Or, are the limitations of a higher order, do they imply
ethics, perhaps rigid morality, fashionable beauty and
political correctness?

For most of us, these questions are irrelevant, because
traditional answers have been carved in our minds.

In you thinking, what is Nature? An ccosystem without
humans, or one invisibly touched by humans? A threat-
ened paradise that could be lost forever? Must we feel
responsible for a, our, Nature? Most of us would say Yes,

I guess.

Although it might be primitive to think tit for tat, keep in
mind that Nature odes not necessarily care for living
creatures: being in the wrong spot at the wrong time will
exchange life for death - - think of tsunamis, blizzards,
earth quakes. (And think about mosquitoes with their
deadly diseases, about far-away elephants trampling veg-
etable gardens, deer eating roses, broom crushing native
vegetation, sprawling urbanization, overpopulation, are
they, we Nature?)

Of course, the question is, if we want to protect Nature,
what part of nature and why? (Ever noticed that cuddly
Pandas, ferocious Siberian tigers, human-like gorillas
and chimps get sympathy, thus, money, while species of
tiny critters disappear at best notice only the elite, experts;
or that the werd ‘urban developer' (earth-modifiers) trig-
gers the association ‘greed’?)

[t seems to me that the concepts Earth and Nature are
vague and flexible, they mean what we want them to mean.

At the moment, we humans are stiil a thriving species with
a fascinating power over living cells. I, and perhaps you,
have no real idea what that implies.

Making sure that our children continue our privileged life
styles here in the Western World, while making sure that
the Third World gets better, while at the same time
preserving all that is left of ‘Nature'? What an incredibly
tall and blurred order! (Of course, if there were less people
on the planet our problems would be less! I am always
amazed that a relatively simple measure of world-wide
mandatory birth control in an unacceptable infringement
on ourrights. You and 1 are still animals which want their
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own personal genes to populate the earth. [, my nearest
and dearest, must continue to live, no matter what the
cost; onlyvery few people can accept voluntary or ‘prema-
ture’ exists from this earth. Discussion of this subject is
so painful and suspect that a balance between emotions
and rational thinking still seems light years away.)

Human love to replace guestions and problems with
answers and solutions. Conservation plans are conceived
and implemented. The now politically correct wheels of
the green bandwagons roll on, ready to crush the Earth
Destroyers, Nature Attackers and Profiteers. We mustact
now, the end is near, doing anything is better than doing
nothing...

Could be envision a world that is openly and totally
human-centered? We have already taken the Earth. We
have modified it for our human use and enjoyment in such
a radical way that we might have hastened the arrival of
the only certainty of life - - death. We are beginning to
understand that some new danger is surrounding us,

In view of the future, our next step is not so much
‘speaking for Nature who cannot speak for itself, but
simply working on our own species’ survival. A survival
that depends on zillions and zillions of other living celis.
Unfortunately, we are not exactly sure which. Pandas,
mountain gorillas, mosquitoes, deer, broom, urbaniza-
tion perhaps? (I do not say that ‘conservation’ as we know
it now, is ineffective, I try to say that, perhaps, we need to
focus more on ‘innovation’.) Instead of standing united
against our species’ self-inflicted enemies and using all
our creativity and compassion, we have founded a diverse
three class world order: Nature's Greedies, Nature's
Ignorants, and Nature’'s Protectors.

While busy waging our battles, we can neglect basic
questions, since our group's received wisdom provides
solutions,

You and I need to think more.

Ingeborg van Driel
Cobble Hill

" I Great Migration Vacation

May 25-26, 1996
'h
«3&;

Contact:
Columbia Valley Lodge
B804 348 2508
Box 2669, Golden, B.C.
VOA 1HO

$250 - $275*
=

Natural History Tours
a ;“% 1S
e

Explore one of Canada's most extensive and productive natu-
ral wetlands at a time of year when wildlife activity is at a peak.

« Fees cover all tour expenses including food,
guiding, accommodation and transportation.
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Plants of Langley: A Nature Trail Guide to Campbell
Valley Regional Park, Langley Field Naturalists. 113
pages, 1996.

This book will be of interest to anyone interested in
identifying and learning about wild plants in Langley.
Although intended as a nature trail guide to Campbell
Valley Regional Park, many of the plants described are
common throughout southwestern BC. The descriptions
of selected plants are presented with an emphasis on
wildlife use. Each description is accompanied by a life-
size photocopy of the plant's leaves, There is also a chart
showing the blooming times of wildflowers and a list of all
the plants that have been recorded in the park.

Leaving a Living Legacy: Using Conservation Cov-
enants in BC. William J. Andrews and David Loukidelis,
West Coast Environmental Law Research Foundation.
Vancouver. January 1996. 76 pages.

A Conservation Covenant is a voluntary, written agree-
ment between the owner of land and a conservation
organization in which the landowner agrees to protect the
land in certain ways. While legislation passed in 1994
technically allows landowners to grant covenant to any
person designated by the Minister of Environment, Lands
& Parks, this guide focuses exclusively on conservation
covenants that are held by conservation organizations.
Any of the federated clubs of the FBCN who are consider-
ing the possibility of holding a conservation covenant
should study this booklet before proceeding. It is of
interest to note that the club would not have to be
registered as a charitable organization under the federal
Incorne Tax Act.

Protection of Aquatic and Riparian Habitat on Private
Land: Evaluating the Effectiveness of Covenants in
the City of Surrey, 1995. S. D. Inglis, P. A. Thomas and
E. Child, Fisheries & Oceans Canada, Vancouver. 1996.
37 pages plus appendices.

This study surveyed the effectiveness of Section 215
covenants for protecting fish habitat in two municipalities
in the lower mainland - the City of Surrey and the District
of Maple Ridge. It contains information on fish habitat
protection, a backdround on covenants, covenant compli-
ance description, results of field and residential surveys,
and evaluation of covenant use. The study found that the
overall frequency of encroachment for the covenanted
properties was high at 75%, even though 96% of the
responsible parties claimed to be concerned about stream
habitat.. The study indicates that Section 215 covenants
alone are not effective in protecting fish habitat in Surrey
under the current management regime.

Cassiar Strategic Planning Assessment Project. Elander
& Assoctates; Salasan Asscciates Inc. January 1996, 31

pages.

This project was commissioned by the Skeena Inter-
Agency Management Comumittee to research and evaluate

RECENT PuBLICcATIONS OF INTEREST T NATURALISTS

factors affecting strategic land use planning for the Cas-
siar forest district. It is intended as a public document to
encourage further discussion concerning strategic plan-
ning among both government agencies and interested
groups and individuals. Areasidentified as being environ-
mentally important include riparian zones and valley
bottoms, arid slopes in the Telegraph Creek area with rare
plant communities, and valley bottoms used by woodland
caribou.

On the Road to Sustainability: A Synopsis of Provin-
cial Sustainability Initiatives. Commission on Re-
sources and Environment, Victoria. February 1996. 140
pages plus appendix 1.

This document contains background papers that were
developed to support the Dunsmuir III initiative - a
grassroots review of the provincial sustainability strategy.
It contains descriptions of 32 different sustainability
inftiatives that are currently underway in the province.
Dunsmuir Il was intended as a follow up to Dunsmuir |
(1988) and Dunsmuir 11 (1991) conferences sponsored by
38 organizations interested in the development of a pro-
vincial land use strategy. Because of lack of funding it is
not possible to proceed with the Dunsmuir IIl preparatory
sessions that were scheduled for Kamloops, Prince George
and the Lower Mainland.

Nisga's Treaty Negotiations Agreement-in-Principle.
Government of Canada, Province of British Columbia and
the Nisga'a Tribal Council. February 15,1996. 127 pages
plus Appendix A to P.

This historic agreement should be studied by every feder-
ated club in the FBCN. It will not necessarily have any
direct bearing on areas of the province other than the
traditional lands of the Nishga'a Nation but the content
and wording of this agreement is almost certain to influ-
ence the many other treaties that are being, or will be,
negotiated in other parts of the province. One would
expect that the sections on backcountry recreation ten-
ure, protection of historic sites, parks and ecological
reserves, access, fisheries, wildlife and environmental
assessment and protection will be addressed in all future
agreements. While there may be some aspects of this
agreement-in-principle that will not be popular with natu-
ralists, it is important o recognize that there are many
competing land use issues at stake. In general, it is an
environmentally sensitive document and should be sup-
ported by the environmental community.

Lost Streams of the Lower Fraser River, Fisheries &
Oceans, Pacific Region. 1996. Posterl, Map.

This map illustrates the lost streams of the Lower Main-
land as aresuit of urban, agricultural and industrial land
development. The flip side of the map shows how inter-
ested citizens can become involved in stewardship of local
streams.

compiled by Dick Stace-Smith
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BIRD LATIN AMERICA

Southern Mexico Oct 12-26 ‘96
with Gomez de Silva & Jaramilio
S0 + enedemics and the ancient Mayin

cily of Padengue! Expect to seeaver
300 different birds on this wur,

Grand Chile Nov 3-20 '96
with Jaramillo & Burke

Iiaday trip covers Tierralel Fuega.
Araucaniat central Chile & the north.

‘* Fabulous Argentina Nov 30 -
Dac 20 '96 with Jaramiilo & Burke
A couplele 3-week trip covering the

country’s nuggor hivding deas. Montezuma
Crogendola

OTHER TOURS:
Ecuador - Feb 2-22, 97 Point Pelee - May 7-18. 97
A-week trip includes the Andes. Famous PrPelee. Alganguin Park &

Pacilic Slope & western lowlands.  the entamgered Kirtland's Warbler,
Venezuela- Mar 1-15, '97  Alberta - June 28 - July 9. 97

Expect o see aver U0 Tawland Wondertul hirding. incredihle
furest hirds & Tepui endemics. wildlite & specticular seenery!

Call: (604) 231-9661 or 1-800-373-5678

PO, Box Y4072 Richmond BC V6Y 444 Fax: (604 2319482

F-Mail: birdtoungieagie-cyvecom Web Page: Rttpafis wweagle-cyecondbindiours?

" Eagle-Eye Tours Inc.

CITY

HEY THERE!!! I'VE MOVED...

Please help us keep the mailing list up-to-date so that
you get your B.C. Naturalist on time. Fillinyour old
and new address and return to the office. Thank you
for your prompt notification.

NAME

OLD ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE

CITY

NEW ADDRESS

POSTAL CODE

CLUB

TELEPHONE

(Please list all FBCN clubs you are a member of)

Date that you moved

AFFILIATION

mail to:
FBCN - Address Change
321-1367 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9

14th Annual

Manning Park Bird Blitz
June 14th, 15th & 16th

Welcome birders and want-to-be birders, to one of the most
spectacular spots to count birds in the province!

E.C.Manning Provincial Park, just a few hours away from
Vancouver, provides some of the most spectacular scenery and
diverse bird habitat in one park.

You can head up mountain trails to the breathtaking vistas of the
Hozameen range or wander trails beside the Lightning lake chain
or Similkameen River.

There is something for everybody!

Free camping from 3pm Friday afternoon to noon on Sunday.
Friday night get together and late night owling.

Saturday, all day birding and evening N

barbeque, bird check and guest speaker .

For more information
please call Michael Tilitzky at 871-1193.
301-234 East 5th Avenue

Vancouver, B.C. V5T 1H3

May

25 Deadline for copy and ads for the July BC
Naturalist.

25 Okanagan Mountain Park Critter C (page 9).

25-26 Van NHS Bird Count (page 9).

JUNE

1-2 Mount Robson Bird Blitz (page 9).

2 Fraser River Festival - Deas Island (page 24).

7-9 Skagit Valley Bird-a-thon (page 9).

8-9 Strathcona Prov. Park Bird Search (page 9}.

810 Regional Director's Meetings. Contact Re-

' gional Coordinator for date & details.

15 FBCN Lower Mainland Regional Meeting -
Squarnish,

14-16 Manning Park Bird Blitz (page 12, and BCFO
AGM (page 20),

Jury

6 4th Annual Chilliwack Butterfly Count. Con-
tact Lee Larkin at 604 858 5141 for details.

28- ffg FBCN Exploratory Camp - Lorna Lake
{page 31),

. FBCN Executive Meeting - TBA,

SEPTEMBER

8-10 Regional Director's Meetings. Contact Re-

Up anp CoOMING. . .

gional Coordinator for date & details.
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@ Raven

ALK

Your Federation in Action: information, committee reports, projects and concerns

PRESIDENT's MESSAGE

Well, this is supposed to be my swan song, but I'm not
much of a singer, and who would call a swan’'s honking a
song anyway? Though I must admit, we were quite
entertained with the sounds of a hundred and more
chorusing on Trangquille pond last fall as they gathered
before deciding which way to ge for the winter. Apparently
alot of them chose not to stay on the South Thompson this
year - our 23rd annual count of Trumpeters and especially
Tundras, was down considerably. The low numbers are
being blamed on record high water in the river - making
the bottom of the river a lot further down than their necks
could stretch. To continue with the analogy, the past two
years have flown by - [ must have been having fun!

Aslwas writing this piece, [ was mulling over the past two
years, and wondering if anyone ever reads the columns
I've written, when I had a series of phone calls. I would like
to share them with you to show the range of things we get
ourselves involved in as naturalists.

The first was in response to a call l had made earlier to talk
to the spokespeople of the major provincial environmental
organizations about a possible grasslands field seminarin
Kamloops. The Canadian Parks And Wilderness Society
(CPAWS) called a meeting to see if FBCN and CPAWS could
work together on grasslands. We had some concemns
about their approach, and have since discovered they are
going ahead on their own, and are pushing for a Provincial
or National Grasslands Park in the Churn Creek area of
the Fraser Canyon (already partially protected under the
Cariboo Land Use Plan). At the tirne of writing we have had
some preliminary discussions about our own FBCN Round
Table to discuss our position on all aspects of grasslands:
the three grasslands communities, grasslands manage-
ment including ATVs, land stewardship, concerns of the
ranching community. We would also discuss a strategy for
ensuring critical grasslands are well represented in the
12% protected areas system. If any members are inter-
ested in joining us, phone me,

Thenext callwas from an FBCN member who was phoning
because she had read my last President’s Message. She is
a professional photographer and was offering photos for
the next poster we produce as her contribution to the
cause. We talked about trips we had made to the north of
BC and swapped impressions of beautiful Boya Lake Park
(- if you haven't discovered it yet, go there, it's well worth
the long drive).

The third call was from a member of my local Fish and
Game Club. He's retired and spends a lot of time fixing
broken boat docks and toilets at a popular local fishing
lake. He'd watched a bluebird trying to get into his truck,
presumably looking for a nesting place. Could I tell him
where he could get a couple of bluebird boxes to put up on
an old fence line near the lake? Our Club has ten bluebird
routes that have been monitored for the last 14 years or
sc and have sold countless boxes to people to put up in
their backyards or, like this gentleman, on fenceposts cut
in the grasslands.

The last call was from Iris Griffiths, a past Director from
Pender Harbour. Iris wanted to fax me a piece she had
written about why Native peoples aren't going to public
meetings about protected areas. We discussed it at the
Director's Meeting after the AGM in April; your Club
Director should have a copy, along with information on
how to get involved in the Regional Advisory Committees
to the land claims.

That's just a small sample of the activities that we as
naturalists are involved in, the people we come into
contact with, the things we like to do. Maybe they describe
the things you are involved in. [ don't think we can afford
any more not to become involved, not to get out and stand
up for what we think is important. And if you'd like the
Federation to help you achieve your goals, just ask, that's
what we're here for,

Although my term is up, I'm not leaving altogether. I will
be around as Past-President for a year and will continue
to push for ATV licensing. I will also continue with what
I started on over four years ago, before I was asked to sit
on the Executive - and that is working to make Cordillera
even better than it already is.

Thank you everyone for your support and encourage-
ment, it's been a goeod two years. Good luck in all your
projects whatever they may be. We will all appreciate your
efforts to protect our natural heritage, to teach others
about it, and to restore places that need restoration.

Since I'will no longer be “in charge” by the time you read
this, if you call me at 372-8607 with questions, com-
ments, suggestions about Federation affairs, or just want
to shoot the breeze - I'll give you the phone number of the
new President.

Frances Vyse

e ——
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Alouette Fleld Naturalists have been busy helping out
the local Provincial Park - Golden Ears - by being a
volunteer trail clearing crew. Seems five of them spent a
cold sunny day working for five hours on the Alouette
Mountain Trail. ° They were also instrumental in post-
poning the cutling down of two historical maple trees,
(planted in 1902} by requesting Hydro leave them for
another year so that they could gather seeds for an official
planting when the arca becomes as Heritage Park.

Burke Mountain Naturalists and some Aloustte Field
Naturalists paid avisit to Maplewood Flats on a foul wintry
rainy day and despite the weather spotted a Great Grey
Ow}, the first for that area! s They also have a library
display that makes the round of the local libraries. «Two
BMNers noticed that important wintering bird habitat,
such as bramble/brush areas and hedgerows, are being
cleared through misapplied landscaping practices and
brought it to the attention of GVRD Parks as well as an
article in the local paper. Hopefully something will be
done about this.

Central Valley Naturalists are now represented on the
Abbotsford Environmental Advisory Committee, and, of
course, by the time this is printed » they will have hosted
the FBCN AGM and will be able to get back to their more
peaceful pursuits of just naturalizing!

Chilliwack Field Naturalists are keeping an eye on
development in the Ryder Lake area and are conducting
ficld trips every two weeks to the area to doresearchon the
birds, plants, wildlife and other land uses in this area.

The Delta Naturalists' Society hosted the Regional Meet-
ing (Lower Mainland, that is) in March, starting off with a
field trip to Boundary Bay followed by the meeting in the
afternoon. Eight out of the thirteen clubs sent Directors.

The White Rock and Surrey Naturalists are concerned
that, despite monthly meetings held over the past two
years, very little progress has been made by the Ministry
of Environment Lo follow up the Public Advisory Commit-
tee plan for the Wildlife Management Area at Boundary
Bay. It seems that the foreshore is used as a helicopter
pilot training landing area and there appears to be no
regulation at any level of government to prevent this
activity.

The Cemoxz-Stratheona Natural History Society are
celebrating a major victory with the announcement in
February by Environment Minister Sihota that Seal Bay
Forest has been designated a protected area and turned
over to the Regional District. The 1,800 acre forest is
adjacent to Seal Bay Nature Park. ¢« In an article by
member Nelson Mclnnis on “Who Killed Cock Robin?” he
tells of the apparently senseless killing of an immature
Olive-sided Flycaicher by two crows who had been chas-
ing it, finally caught it on a neighbours lawn and finished

CHAT

it off. On another occasion a good friend and his wife were
enjoying their morning coffee on their sundeck, watching
their resident hummingbird when it was set upon by a
couple of starlings, they did him in and left him lying at the
foot of a shrub. Other friends whilst watching a Common
Loon and her two little ones were witnesses to another
‘murder most foul' as they watched a goldeneye drake
planed in and landed quietly about 25 feet away from the
loons. He was completely harmless. Without any prelimi-
naries the mother loon dived. Whilst they watched, this
normally peaceful bird rocketed up through the water and
impaled the hapless duck on her sharp powerful bill. The
goldeneye keeled over and died. The loon dipped her beak
in the water, shook off the blood and returmed to her
young. For what reason? Who knows?

The Cowichan Valley Naturalists' Soclety is concerned
about the cutting down of cagle nesting trees so are going
to be inventorying Bald Eagle nests in the local area. They
will then let the landowner, conservation office and local
government have this information. Then, if a tree is cut
down, legal proceedings could be taken against the owner
by the MOE. + The club has received funding for the
construction of kiosks on the interpretive walk by the
Trout Hatchery and they expect to be working on this
soon. ¢ They have also been busy these past months
clearing broom at Eves Park. ¢ A garage sale is proposed
for May to help ratse funds for their on-going projects.

Nanaimo field Naturalist Gwen Johnston has been
conducting weekly Wednesday walks for 40 years, the last
25 as a member of the Nanaimo Club. Now that is
dedication for you! e There are evidently plans for a
Botanical Garden in Nanaimo and the club is hoping to be
involved as this would make a great home for plants
salvaged from in front of the bulldozers. « Bruce Cousens
has an interesting article about his resident flickers
roosting in his flicker nesting boxes during the winter. As
he says, it make more sense for a resident cavity nesting
birds to do this than hanging about on exposed tree
trunks, tempting predators.

Victoria NHS naturalists have an article about the Brant
Festival which has become a really big thing amongst
birders. At this years event here was art, carving, and
photography on exhibition as well as a craft sale and
family events. * The Board of the VicNHS has authorized
the formation of the Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) and
they hope to begin the legal process of forming the
foundation within a few months.

Central Okanagan Naturalist Club members are still
working away at reporting the ‘Wetlands of the Month'and
there is a write-up in every newsletter on a different
wetland. Their Conservation Comimittee has a meeting
regularly and watch-dogging and investigating concerns
in their area.
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The Kamioops Naturalist Club has done an Interior
Eagle Count (as have many of the other clubs) but as their
area has increased they cannot say whether the increase
in birds is because of this but as the coverage stabilizes
they should be able to make comments about trends after
a few more years, (Editor's Note: See page 4 for article.)

North Okanagan Naturalist Club members are treated to
a ‘Discovery Table' at their monthly meetings, what a good
idea.  The Executive were busy early in J anuary brain-
storming. They locked at the purpose and function of the
club and set goals and objectives for 1996,

The Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists kindly sent me their
Spring-Summer Qutings schedule which, asis always the
case when it is out of one's own area, looks much more
interesting than what we have planned, however, they
don't tell me what the club has been up to lately and I'm
quite sure they have been as busy as the rest of us fighting
the good environmental fight. So please don’t hide you
light under a bushel and let me know what you are doing.

The South Okanagan Naturalist Club are holding an
Amateur Photo Contest in May with 1st, 2nd and 3rd
prizes in seven categories. Winning photos will be dis-
played at the Penticton Museurmn during Environment
Week 2-7 June.

The Quesnel Naturalists are working on producing a
newsletter to be published on a regular basis. I am looking
forward to receiving it. In the meantime they sent a sheet
with the past year's activities listed. ‘Ten hikes, two canoe
outings, one evening walk, one evening barbecue, one pot
luck supper, one Christmas Bird Count. Monthly meet-
ings were held January tc May and September to Novem-
ber. In addition the club hosted the Fall General Meeting
of the FBCN, an undertaking that June Wood (now their
Club President) attacked with enthusiasm. The result
was a venue which enabled the FBCN Executive to con-
duct business with dispatch and to enjoy ancillary activi-
ties; early moming birding, field trips, evening slide shows
and the excellent presentation by the Baker Creek En-
hancement Scciety of their plans to rehabilitate Baker
Creek, a stream passing through West Quesnel'.

Williams Lake Field Naturalists report that 18 years ago
they were asked to take on the project of installing 1,000
Mountain Bluebird nesting boxes in areas of poor condi-
tion rangeland in the Chilcotin. The aim was to try and
increase the Mountain Bluebird population in the hope
that they would control grasshoppers. Presently around
13 nest box routes are being maintained by club mem-
bers. On some routes bluebirds are nesting in 60% of the
boxes on others it is up to 90%. Biological control of
grasshoppers seems to be working. Anna Roberts says
that to her knowledge no grasshopper spraying has
occurred in the Riske Creek area since the nest box project
began.

Bulkley Valley Naturalists held a Bat Box Workshop in
February and in a sociable few hours seven of their

members assembled 20 boxes. » Also gleaned from their
newsletter is the fact that there has been another salmo-
nella outbreak at the feeders this winter. Ground feeding
birds like redpolls and grosbeaks seem to be the most
affected and they wonder if we are doing the right thing by
feeding birds,

West Kootenay Naturalists' Association The first item
I saw when I opened the newsletter was that “The moon-
light walk to the top of Dove Hill was cancelled due to lack
of moonlight'. I can sympathize with that although I don't
think itis as bad as a whole months outings cancelled due
to heavy rain which is what frequently happens down here
at the coast. e They had a visit from Dick Cannings for a
Dinner Meeting, on Burns Night, I gather.

Somenos Marsh Wildlife Scciety will be approaching
North Cowichan with a request for funds from the Forest
Reserve Fund to aid in the construction of more boardwalk
and wildlife viewing stands. s They are constructing a
booth in the shape of a bird blind with fold down capabili-
ties in order to be easily transported and quickly reassem-
bled for mall displays. What a good idea. ¢ Also the club
is hoping to have a Great Blue Heron Festival sometime
this fall.

Thetis Park Nature Sanctuary Association, COn Sunday
14 April the Association hosted a Flower Appreciation Day
in the park. There were a number of information displays
and guided tours through the park. ¢ Evidently filming
was carried out in the park when it was still under
management of the City of Victorla and a helicopter
perched on a rock outeropping in a rare and endangered
Garry Oak ecosystem within the Nature Sanctuary and
the route selected to move equipment and workers re-
sulted in tearing up moss covered rocks - the restoration
of which requires decades, and yet could have been
avoided. In spite of damage of this kind, the 22 January
editorial refers to the film making industry as an ‘eventu-
ally non polluting industry’. The Presidents letter to the
editor reported the damage that resulted from the filming
in the Thetis Lake Park and pointed out that as a result of
the Association's protest Capital Regional District Parks
adopted a policy on filming that requires a security deposit
to permit site restoration but also prohibits destruction,
collection or trampling of vegetation and work on week-
ends or statutory holidays.

Duanne van den Berg

FBCN FarL GeNeraL MEETING
4-6 OcToBer 1996
Hosted by North Shuswap Naturalists
Meetings at Celista near the famous Adams River sockeye

run. Information and Registration Form in the July
Edition of BC Naturalist. Mark your calendar now!
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JoaN CARTER

A TRIBUTE FROM THE
NreLsoN NATURALISTS

John Carter - a co [ounder and chairperson of the Nelson
Naturalist - was killed in avalanche 26 February in
Kokanee Glacier Provincial Park. John had a great
passion for life in the wilderness and was dedicated to the
preservation of parks and wilderness areas, particularly
the Valhalla and Kokanee Provincial Parks. Conserva-
tion, preservation and restcration of the natural world
was a matto he lived by, always encouraging members to
write letters in support of wilderness areas in jeopardy.
He led many field trips, giving of his knowledge and love
of the outdoors. Sharing with his own children that love,
he had vision of a Junior Naturalists group for Nelson. We
hope each year to plant a tree in the wilderness in honour
of John for he touched our lives in a deep, profound and
lasting way.

John was involved in our community in a multitude of
ways, from working on survey crews on the High Arrow
and Mica Dams after high school to the recent reconstruce-
tion of the Silver Spray and Slocan Chief Cabins in
Kokanee Glacier Park. He held various contracts with BC
Parks and the Forest Service and supervised the building
of many cabins and trails, including the Gibson Lake-
Kokanee Glacier Trail. He had also worked as a Park
Ranger in the Glacier Park, was involved in avalanche
management and control and was one of the founding
members of the West Kootenay Rescue Groups in the early
1990s and remained active with the group, currently
know as the Nelson Search and Rescue Society. He had
a long-time involvement with Scouting. He was a serving
Trustee of the Robson Community Memorial Church and
a co-owner of the Osprey Nest Nature Company, a nature
store in Nelson.

His friends have described him as “a legend of the West
Kootenays”, “well-respected and cared about”, "a man of
the mountains”, with “a spiritual affinity with the wilder-
ness and the protection of the wild. He was a kindred

spirit.” “His spirit ... is there forever.”

John was a deeply devoted father to his sons and a true
and dedicated friend to many throughout the Kootenays
and beyond. He will be greatly missed.

FElaine Moore
Nelson Naturalists

INTERIOR (GRASSLANDS

Tue LatesTt IN THE FBCN
FRAGILE NETWORK
PoSTER SERIES

Showcasing the Grassland Ecosystem, this colourful ad-
dition to our poster collection will be a valuable educa-
tional tool.

Covering less than 1% of the province, grasslands none-
theless support many native plant and animal species. To
quote from the text on the back of the poster "The
ecological systems are unique in our nation and many of
their species are rare or threatened with extinction; some
have been extirpated and one natural grassland ecosys-
tem, the Peace River grassland has been committed to the
plow".

The poster is available from the FBCN office. Please let us
know the number of posters you need and where you
intend to distribute them.

Land for ivature Initiative

Diractor: Robert AB. Phillips, FCSLMBA
New Project Coordinator: Andrew Bales, MA, Dipl Ed
Lower Mainland Coordinator: Emma Child, MA, BS: (Hon)
Okanagan Resource Coordinator: Kelly Chapman, RPBio, BS¢
Okanagan LRMP Coordinator: Leah Hartley, BES, MCIP
Okanagan Development Coordinator: Doreen Olson
Vancouver Island Project Assistant ; Steve Watsan
Sumas Prairie Coordinator: Denis Knopp

1009 - 207 West Hastings Streat
Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7
tel: 604 878 0826 or 669 0711
fax: 604 929 1842
email; Robert_Phillipsi@sfu.ca
intemet home page: http.//edie cprost.
sfu/~jacsen?/land4nature. html

Land for Nature Committee: Allan Brooks - Chatr,
Dr. Bert Brink, Dr. Dick Stace-Smith,
Daphne Solecki, Frances Vyse, Nils Hoeg
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LAND FOR NATURE

AN InitiaTive By THE FEDERATION
or Britise CoLumsia NATURALISTS

SunsHINE CoastT CONSERVATION STRATEGY

Representatives of 19 local clubs and organizations met 6
March in Bechelt to begin a Sunshine Coast Conservation
Strategy. The meeting was a long-awaited response by
Land for Nature to requests for assistance on inventory
work from the Pender Harbour and District Wildlife Soci-
ety and a number of environmental groups and commu-
nity associations on the Sunshine Coast. This new
initiative will address the need for inventory and mapping
of the important natural sites on the Coast and will
provide an overall plan to protect these sites and the
environmental resources on the Coast.

In preparation for the meeting, base maps were obtained
and Environmentally Important Site nomination forms
were sent to groups throughout the Coast. Some partici-
pants care prepared with completed forms for sites they
wanted to nominate, while others were more interested in
a strategy to protect the whole environment, believing the
issues facing the Coast to be much broader than can be
addressed by an inventory of specific sites. To respond to
these differing views, two complementary efforts were
begun:

1. Identification of Environmentally Important Sites,
and

2. A strategie planning process for protecting the re
sources of the Coast.

Government representatives noted that without a record
of important natural areas they can unwittingly approve
development in critical natural areas. It was also noted
that without a strategy for conserving natural areas, the
considerable volunteer time put in by local naturalist
chabs and community groups to identify and take inven-
tory of sites can sit unused by developers and decision
makers.

To begin the EIS identification process, completed forms
and additional nominations were collected, for a total of
20 initial sites. Land for Nature has begun the task of
accumulating in one place all of the existing information
on DFG, Ministry of Forest, and Regional District maps.
Additional blank forms were distributed and a large base
map has since been placed at the Sunshine Coast Re-
gional District office, where participants can mark their
nominated site. {Progress will be reviewed at the next
meeting, scheduled for 10 April at the Rockwood Lodge,
Sechelt.) The information will be used to create an
educational map that can be displayed at public places to
increase awareness of streams, wetlands, parks and

natural areas on the Sunshine Coast. The information
will also be an invaluable resource to local and senior
government when reviewing development applications.

To address the need to give the site nomination process a
broader context, a strategic planning process was begun.
Participants made a list of some 40 issues affecting the
environment on the Sunshine Coast, then grouped these
into five major issues:

Water

Biodiversity (Preservation)
Urban & Land Development
Pollution

Social

WOOwe

The list has been distributed to participants and other
interested parties for discussion at subsequent meetings.
The purpese of this process is to create a single plan, a
statement of priorities and actions that represents the
voice of the environmental groups of the area, and suggest
a course that will be beneficial to the whole community.
While a number of models are available for a conservation
strategy (e.g., the South Okanagan Conservation Strat-
egy) the model being used on the Sunshine Coast is
essentially the strategic planning process for local groups
as outlined in the Stewardship Series handbook “Commu-
nity Stewardship”. At subsequent meetings, the list of
issues will be revisited, and goals, objectives and specific
actions will be defined for each issue:

[ Goal A

T ' T

| Objective | Objective

1 1 1

[Action [ Action [Action | Action | Action

The Sunshine Coast Conservation Strategy has the
potential to be a powerful planning vision. The challenge
in the upcoming months will be to find common ground
amidst the broad cross section of environmental groups
represented at the initial meeting and to embrace the
interests and viewpoints of people whose livelihood de-
pends on a well-managed resource sector.

Andrew Bales

Land For Mature Directory is on page 6
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CONSERVATION REPORT

Tee RIvVERVIEW LANDS

The land-use study of the Riverview Hospital Lands in
Coquitlam began last November. The 244 acre site
{formerly known as Essondale] is part of the 1,000 acres
originally set aside as Colony Farm, and developed
horticuiturally by John Davidson, remembered and hon-
oured as the originator of the magnificent plantation of
native and exotic trees, as well as the first botany profes-
sor at UBC and the founder of the Vancouver Natural
History Society.

As government plans call for the eventual down-sizing of
the Riverview Mental Hospital, with many patients being
placed in the community or directed to two future psychi-
atric hospital sites elsewhere in the province, the present
task is to plan a smaller replacerment hospital and deter-
mine what should be done with the rest of the sixty-one
buildings and the land.

Burke Mountain Naturalists (BMN}, along with the
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society, has a seat on the
thirteen member Advisory Comrmittee set up by BC Build-
ings Corporation, the "owners” of the property. The study
is being directed by Spaxman Consultants, along with a
number of sub-consultants.

To date these consultants have conducted as resource
assessment and have carried out individual interviews
with a number of stakeholders, including the members of
the Advisory Committee. A heritage report has recom-
mended that five of the major buildings have heritage
value along with theland and trees which surround them.
There is a great desire among many stakeholders, includ-
ing BMN, to retain all of the exotic trees - many people
referting to them as the arboretum. From the naturalists'
point of view the environmental report of the consultants
is excellent, coinciding with the vision expressed by the
BMN. The recommendation is to save intact all of the land
containing natural habitat: the 'backyard’, a treed strip
right across the top of the site; the old orchard, a large area
of old field and deciduous forest at the southern end; and
a smaller area of deciduous forest and shrubbery along
the Lougheed Highway. In fact, two species of trout were
found on the Riverview side, as well as salmon on the
Colony Farm side.

Working for only two or three days, the environmental
consultant found on the grounds signs of some species of
special interest: a Red-tailed Hawk nest, a Great Blue
Heron roost, two Cooper'’s Hawk nests, and signs of
Northern Saw-whet Owl, a Barred Owl, a Western Screech
Owl, Ruffed Grouse, Black-tailed Deer and Coyote. Not
mentioned were signs of beaver-cut trees that can be seen
along the southern entrance to the ground.

In spite of this very favourable environmental report,
there is no guarantee that the land will be saved. Many of
the stakeholders interviewed stressed the importance of
the arboretum and of the heritage aspects of the land, the
value of this green oasis in the middle of a growing urban
area, the need to retain the green link between Colony
Farm and Mundy Park above, and, above all, the necessity
of maintaining adequate land and hospital space for the
mentally ill, who the first beneficiaries of this land.
However, the mandate of BC Buildings Corporation, arnong
other things, is to “provide optimal social and economic
return to the provincial taxpayer”.

This means that profitable uses must be found for the
present buildings if they are to be saved, and does not
prectude the sale of some land to developers if necessary.
So far a number of uses have been suggested, but upon
preliminary investigation there are as yet no firm recom-
mendations. The public is invited to atiend Open Houses
and Public Information Centre in late April. There is also
a Cornmnunity Information Line (604 878 8990) and com-
ments may be mailed or faxed to Riverview Lands Plan-
ning Team. c¢/o Cormerstone Planning Group, #22 - 1551
Johnston Street, Vancouver, V6H 3RS Fax: 604 684
6201. Finally if you would like to make a brief presenta-
tion at a Public Ideas Forum on 8 May you are asked to
pre-register by 2 May by calling 604 687 5896.

Joan Spira
Burke Mountain Naturalists

CyprESs ProvinciaL PARK
UPDATE

The Cypress Provincial Park Master Plan drama contin-
ues with the new Master Plan still not signed as of the end
of March. If negotiations between BC Parks and the park's
commercial ski operator, Cypress Bowl Recreation (CBR),
are not completed by early June, CBR's lawsuit against
the government, filed in January 1995, may be heard in
court.

But if the proposed Master Plan is approved as it now
stands, over 50 acres of the park's old growth may be cut
for commercial ski expansion. It is worth noting that the
ski season this year at Cypress lasted barely two months,
due to insufficient snowpack. Naturalists may wish to
write Premier Glen Clark and Parks Minister Moe Sihota,
urging them to reconsider the wisdom of allowing the
logging of old-growth containing thousand-year old trees
- in a park - for a few weeks of skiing per year,

Katharine Steig
Chair, Friends of Cypress Provincial Park
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Canadian Nature Federation Conference
~,
2 A Natural Meeting Place
Winnipeg, Manitoba
August 15 - 18, 1996

Wes J. Tretiak

Conference Registrar{Treasurer
306-2393 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2H4

Phone: (204) 261-1960
e-mail: 102770.2414{@compuserve.com

PLanNING A MaLL

Or LiBrRARY DispLAY?

The FBCN would be pleased to supply your club with
FBCN brochures and copies of the B.C. Naturalist to
assist youwith displays, educational workshops, etc.
The office also has posters and other publications for
sale. The FBCN display is also available but should
be booked early. Please write or phone the office well
in advance of your event to allow time for mailing or
delivery.

YOUR

B.C. NATURALIST
IS LOOKING FOR ...

Articles on BC's:
e natural history
sightings, observations
* educational projects
surveys, bocks, activities
* conservation issues
share experiences or opinions

Contributions of:
* poems, short stories
s drawings
* photographs

Items for, about and by:
¢ youth

Please send materials to:
Jude Grass, Editor
103-7065 Stride Avenue
Burnaby, B.C. V3N 1T3

FronT COVER

ROUND-LEAVED SUNDEW
{Drosera rotundifolia)

Glistening droplets of sticky fluid lure and trap insects,
which arethen digested by the plant. Pojar and MacKinnon
{Plants of Coastal British Columbia, page 351}, com-
ment: "the common name is thought to come from a
misspelling of the Saxon work sin-dew, which means
'always dewy', which it is.

Photo: Al Grass
Rolley Lake Provincial Park

Grass Clippings

Notes from the Editor...

It is with regret [ pass on the news of the resignation of
Frieda Davidson as FBCN Administrative Officer.

Frieda was a great supporter of the BC Naturalist and
never missed an opportunity to "get the Nat” out to public
meetings, displays, nature houses, etc. She also filled in
most admirably as Ad Manager for a period of time, and
following cach edition got copies (and bills!) out to our
Advertiser and in her 'spare’ time managed to find new
ads. Ieven managed to get her to do proof reading when
my regular team wasn't available. Her friendly and
outgoing manner will be missed throughout the FBCN,
along with her extensive knowledge of our clubs, their
members and activities.

I wish her well in her new endeavour.
JFG

1996 CommMmunITY

DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

LocaL LEADERSHIP FOR
SusTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Aunique educational forum called the Community Devel-
opment Institute (CDA} will take place this summer in
Nelson, BC from 29 July to 2 August. An opportunity to
learn practical skills and exchange knowledge and expe-
riences with others. Will feature theme day addressing
globalization and BC forests, plus workshops and activi-
ties on a wide range of environmental issues. For more
infoermation, contact Shannon Daub, Social Planning and
Research Council of BC (SPARC), by phone at 604 736
8118 or by fax at 604 736 8697.

E e e =
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REecCENT CHANGES IN
CoMMON AND SCIENTIFIC
NaMEs oF BIRDS OCCURRING
IN BriTisH CoLumMmBIA

Every few years a group of professional ornithologists,
comprising the Committee on Classification and Nomen-
clature, review scientific studies of birds in North America.
Their findings, which consider differences in morphology,
vocalizatiens, habitat preferences, interbreeding, and mi-
gration patterns, result in updates to the official list of
North American birds published by the American Orni-
thologists' Union known as the Check-List of North Ameri-
can Birds. This large book lists changes in scientific
names of birds in North American because of generic
allocation, changes in common names to conform with
International standards, newly described species, changes
resulting from splitting from extralimital forms, and cor-
rects spellings for birds.

The last major check-list (sixth edition) appeared in 1983
and the seventh edition is scheduled for publication in
1997. Meanwhile “supplements” are issued frequently to
keep us informed of recent changes. As of 1995, the
changes that affect birds in British Columbia, include the
following nine species:

FORMER NAME NEW NAME

Great Egret Great Egret

Casmerodius albus) {Ardea alba
American Golden Plover American Golden-Plover
{Pluvialis dominic Pluvialis dominicus)

Rufous-necked Stint Red-necked Stint

Common Black-headed Gull  Black-headed Gull
Eurasian Skylark Sky Lark

Serub Jay
Aphelocoma coerulescens)

Rufous-sided Towhee

Western Scrub-Jay
Aphelocoma californica)

Spotted Towhee

Britisu CoLuMBIA

FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST

6TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
14-16 JuneE 1996

ManniNG Parg LopGe
MannING ProOVINCIAL PARK, B.C.

Friday 14 June - 7 p.m.
Registration and wine and cheese receptions to be held in
the Similkameen Room of the Restaurant Building.

Saturday 15 June
Morning;:
AGM participants will take part in the Annual Manning
Park Bird Blitz (page 12).

Afternoon:
Guest Speaker and the BCFO Business Meeting,

Evening:
Banquet and Owling Trip.

Sunday 16 June
Field Trips

For more information please contact BCFO President
Marian Porter at 604 531 5747 or fax 604 535 9049,

. ‘d%fuﬁ Wed. - Sat. 10:00am - 5:00pm

Naturescapc,- Inviting nature
into your garden, Sylvia Piticoil
will show us how lo get ihe
butterflys, frags and bugs back in
the garden. free leciure 1.5 hrs.

RAINFOREST
GARDENS

13139 224TH ST. RR#2 MAPLE RIDGE, BC V2X-7E7
TEL 604-467-4218 FAX 467-318! email info@rainforest-gardens.com

{Pipito erythrophthalmus Pipilo maculatus]
Sharp-tailed Sparrow Nelson's Sharp-tailed
Sparrow
(Ammedramus caudacutus) (Ammeodrarnus neisoni
Northern Oriole Baltimore Oriole (neB.C.)
(leterus galbula) Icterus galbula
Bullock's Oriole (s B.C.)
{Icterus bullockii)
R. Wayne Campbell
Victoria
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Treat Yoursel
To Unforgettable Weekend
Learning Adventures
* bircs * wildflowers » basketry « art
* drurmn making * butterflies * photography
* nature writing * marine ecology kayak
* zeology backpack & more!

Call for a frec catalog:

North Cascades Institute (360) 856-5700 qi[.,‘ 209

2105'State Rte. 20 Sedro-Woolley. WA, 98284-9394'




PREDATION ATTEMPT BY THE NORTHERN Pyamy-OwL
AT A Brack-BACKED WOODPECKER NEST SITE
iN THE EAsT KooTENAY REGION OoF BRriTISH COLUMBIA.

On 13 June 1995, while searching for woodpecker nesting
sites in a prescribed burned forest along Fenwick Road
north of Cranbrook in the east Kootenay Region of British
Columbia, I recording an interesting fleld observation.

The Northern Pygmy-Cwl (Glaucidium gnoma), know to
nest in abandoned woodpecker cavities, was observed
exiting from a hcle in a burnt ponderosa pine tree, 94
centemetres from the ground. The owl was observed re-
entering the cavity head first and exiting in the same
manner. The owl then flew to a nearby branch where the
cavity remained within its view. Initially, these observa-
tions were interpreted to mean the discovery of a pygmy-
owl nesting site. However, once the owl retreated after the
second observed entry, loud vocalizations from inside the
cavity could be heard up to 152 metres away. Within
moments, two adult Black-backed Woodpecker (Picoides
arcticus) arrived at the site, giving alarm calis and flying
atthe owl. The young ceased calling and the owlremained
motionless during the harassment by the adults, but

eventually flew into the forest. The adult woodpeckers.

remained very agitated for 10-15 minutes before resum-
ing their parental duties of feeding the nestlings The
young resumed their loud vocalizations when the adults
left the immediate area.

In British Columbia, the Northern Pygmy-Owl has been
recorded with young from early June to late August
(Campbell et al. 1990). Although the owlwas not observed
with prey, it may have been searching for food to feed its
young. This owl has varied diet which consists of birds,
small mammals, large insects, reptiles, and amphibians
(Bent 1961). I would conclude from this observation an
attempt at predation on nestling of the Black-backed
Woodpecker. It is unknown whether the owl had made a
kill in the nest cavity, which measured 5 cm in width and
4.4, centemetres in height.

It is interesting to note that Bent (1264) makes reference
to the continuous chattering of young woodpeckers in the
nest site. In my own field notes from July 1993, with six
hours of observation at a nest site near Nelson, the calls
of the young were continuous except when one of the
parent birds entered and remained in the cavity or when
a Red Squirrel (Tarnigasciurus hudsonicus) approached
within 45 centemetres of the entrance. At this nesting
location, the calls of the young could be heard up to 305
metres away.

The encounter raises a few interesting questions: are the
young, due to their loud vocalization, more easily detected
by predators such as the Northern Pygmy-Owl and the
Red Squirrel? Do the adults limit their feeding territory to

within the auditory distance of then nestlings’
vocalizations? Although it all scunded like shatter, is
their a distinet change in the vocalizations of the young
that signal alarm and bring the parents speedily and
defensively to the nest site?

REFERENCES

Bent, A.C. 1961. - Life histories of North American birds
of prey. United States National Museum Bulletin #170.
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 482 pp.

1964. Life histories of North Amerjcan wood-
peckers. United States National Museum Bulletin #174.
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 334 pp.

Campbell, R.W., N.K. Dawe, [. McT.Cowan, J.M. Cooper.
G.W. Kaiser, and M.C.E McNall. 1980. The birds of
Brtish Columbia. Volume 2. Non passerines (Diurnal
bird of prey through woodpeckers). Royal British Colum-
bia Museum and Canadian Wildlife Service, Victoria. 636

pp.

Linda M. Van Damme
Nelson
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Heritage Learning Programs:

Mount Revelstoke and Glacier National Parks

Mount Revelstoke Wildflowers

With Pat Dunn - Park Naturalist

Explore wildflower meadows at their peak of bloom.

Sessions: July 27, Aug 10 & Aug 17

Cost per session: Adults $25.00, Seniors $18.75, Children $12.50

Safe Travel In Bear Country

With Michael Morris - Park Ecologist

Leare how to identify bear habitat and to stay out of trouble.\

Sessions: June 22, July 13, Aug 24 & Sept 14

Cost per session: Adults $25.00, Seniors $18.75, Children $12.50

Nature Photography

With Mas. Matsushita - Park Photographer

£
=1 Y-

An intimate interpretation of landscape through your camera.

Sessions: Aug 2-3 & Sept 20-21
Cost per session: $50.00 per person

For Detatls Contact:
Mount Revelstoke and Glacier National Parks
P.O. Box 350, Revelstoke, B.C. VOE 2S0
Phone: (604) 837-7500 Fax: (604) 837-7536

WILDERNESS WATERS

Natural History Expeditions

Experience some of Canada’s most remote and
spectacular wilderness areas with skilled guides
and expert naturalists. Since 1972 our adventures have
emphasized nature and solitude rather than whitewater.
River, coastal and land explorations from 6 to 12 days
starting at $1325. Suitable for all ages and abilities.
Tatshenshini and Alsek Rivers
Drift through the largest protected area in North America

Ivvavik National Park & Firth River
See the Yukon tundra come alive under the midnight sun

Baffin Island's Lancaster Sound

Spring marine mammal & seabird spectacle with
Inuit guides

Ts’yl-0s and Chilcotin-Fraser

Ezxperience BC's amazing variety, fiords, grasslands
and new Ts'vl-08 Park

CANADIAN RIVER
EXPEDITIONS

PO. Box 1023-BCN, Whistler, BL. VON 1B0

1-800-898-7238 i604) 938-665? - :

xico?

Galapagos A Narural History 24,95
Mexico: A Hiker's Guide 10 Mexico’s Namral History 23.95
A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica 51.95
A Naturalist's Mexico 24.95
A Guide to the Birds of Mexico & N. Central America 58.95
A Handbook of Mexican Roadside Flora 26.95
Fishes of the Gulf of Mexico 24.95
Coral Reef Fishes Indo-Pacific and Caribbean 24.95

the field-naturalist

Para las naturalistas
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with Eric Damer

PERSPECTIVES

Popular hilarity has it that a distraught hiker once asked
the guide, “Are we lost?” The guidereplied, “We're not lost,
but the trail is.” Regular readers of this column - if there
should be such creatures - will no doubt recognize that a
common theme is how people make sense of or under-
stand the natural world. Being lostis one of the best ways
I know to jolt us into realizing that, when we go on trips,
nature is not simply there, but part of a broader under-
standing that we bring with us as we tromp around.

I - or rather, a friend of mine really - has only been truly
lost once. A couple of close calls, too, perhaps. Well, okay,
this friend of mine has been lost one and a half times if you
cournt the little mix-up on the trails on Burke Mountain,
but IThoeld the trail builders at least partly responsible, and
vou know who you arei

Anyway, the one true lost session came aboutas the result
of breaking several cardinal ‘rules’. Having left the group
to explore the old growth forest a little further ahead, my
friend decided to take a short-cut to catch up. Thefirst cut
across a switch-back, was short and uneventful. If one
worked well, two would be even better. I... er, he knew
exactly where to go. The problem was, the trail was on the
nose of a ridge; so going downhill even slightly in the
wrong direction would quickly put one far away from the
bottom of switchback.

Not reaching the trail as quickly as supposed, still certain
as to where was where, it becarmne worrisome to note a
rather large creek (a small river, actually) where one ought
not be. Could it be, perhaps, that the internal map was
wrong? If that creek was the only one it could be, the trail
was very lost indeed!

This situation forced a considerable reconstruction of the
mental map of the area, and it was not easy. It meant
letting go of the certainty that lead to this spot in the first
place. It meant building the understanding because a
single piece of compelling evidence didn't fif, and read-
justing the interpretation of other evidence. And then this
new mental map had to be trusted for a safe return in the
drizzle that had begun.

But all's well that ends well. The story had a speedy and
happy (if not a touch lucky) resolution. I'would guess that
others have had similar experiences, too. The immediate
lesson is that there is wisdom in sticking to a trail, but the
story also illustrates how one's mental map shapes the
interpretation of evidence and guides behaviour. Some-
times, though, certain evidence is so compelling that it
forces the creation of a new map.

I would argue that this happens in areas other than
geography. Sure there are plenty of times when you just
want to sit back and enjoy the meadow, or drink in the
atmosphere of a magical forest grove. But even contem-
plators want to reach the next vista or find the way back.
Other times, we want to know what bird this is, or whether
the valley has been glaciated or not. And sometimes we
might wonder whether popular names for lichens are a
blessing or a curse. We want to know what's important to
notice and how it fits together.

Sometimes it takes a long time to fit things together, or
find the right evidence. I was amused to hear that
someone finally figured out how a bumblebee could fly,
but to most of us it was obvious - explanation followed
observation. But yet we send people into wild areas to look
for Spotted Owls - observation follows explanation. Our
mental map not only tries to organize our observed
information, but it also helps us look for certain evidence.,
Sometirmnes seeing (or hearing, smelling, tasting, feeling) is
believing, but sometimes we find what we are looking for.

Differences are even more noticeable in comparing atti-
tudes toward nature. Some people look at a forest and
say, “Ahh, what natural delights!” Others see a load of
fence posts and paper fibre. Neither response is the forest
itself; each comes from a different way of understanding
the forest and selecting different evidence. The question
then becomes: which one is better, and how do we decide?
Ways of understanding can stay the same for long times,
or they can change [(for the better, one hopes). I myself
subscribe to “progressive conservative” policies: don't
change with every little passing tid-bit, but be ready for
the inevitable change. Changing mental maps can alsobe
fun - with practice, we can interpret “get lost”™ as an
invitation to expand our understanding.

VANCOUVER ISLAND

NATURE DAY-TRIP ADVENTURES

* CARMANAH VALLEY BY SEAPLANE
_ ® [SLAND ECOSYSTEMS BY KAYAK

® EXPERT NATURALIST GUIDES

* COURMET PICNICS!

Victoria 480-9560  Toll Free 1-800-840-4453

Coastal Connections

B C NATURALIST MAY 1996

PAGE 23

S ———————————"———— e —————



TO AM TO4 PM
DEAS ISLAND REGICNAL PARK
DELTA, B.C.

COME ABOARD
THE LIVING WORKING RIVER

Several Lower Mainland Naturalist Clubs will be on site
with displays and hand-on activities for all ages. Drop by and visit!

Baat rides and tours, photo contest, salmon cooking demos,
entertainment, storytelling, concessions and mare!

Information: @ _______ LT St

.. FREE PARKING

ﬁ:’ysreater‘lancuuver Regional District FREE A& DMlSS 1ON

Parks Department

' UBC Educational Travel
Randy Stoltmann Wilderness:

Hiking, Photography and Rafting

with Graham Osborne and John Clarke - May 31-June 2

Wildflowers of Northeastern British Columbia
with Wilf Nicholls - July 25-30

Northern Majesty: The Tatshenshini River
with Deid Fraser - July 15-26

Birds, Beasts and Flowers of South Africa
with Syd Cannings - October 5-25

The Galapagos Islands: A Naturalist’s Delight
with Syd Cannings - March 17-28, 1997

For information on these natural history programs or other
programs with a cultural focus - including New York &
Washington and The Queen Charlotie Tslands - please call
(604)822-1466 or write to:

FRfoTal Ecducational Travel

] UBC Continuing Studies
o 5397 lona Drive

Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1Z1
Fax: (604)822-1499

Axia Wildlife

The world's first multimedia field guides!

3 d'" n Bytes

6665 East Hastings, Burnaby, BC V5B 1S4
For more information call us at 2¢g8-3468

NOW IN OUR 18TH YEAR

EINOCULARS

and

SPOTTING SCOPES
for

BIRDING and
NATURE STUDY

by

BUSHNELL
BAUSCH & LOMB
CELESTRON
KOWA

NIKON

LEUPOLD
STEINER
SWAROVSKI
ZEISS

Vancouver Telescope Centre
102-2220 West Broadway at Yew
Vancouver, V6K 2E3 738 5717

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD
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CLOSE'UP ON NATURE with Al Grass

WHITE-LINED SPHINX
(Hyles lineata)

Looking like a delta winged fighter plane, the White-lined Sphinx shows its membership in the great family of moths,
the Hawk-moths or Sphingidae. They are also known as Sphinx Moths, because of the way the larvae hold themselves
- a fanciful allusion to the great sphinx of Egypt. Sphinx moth larvae are equipped with a ‘hom’, which is sometimes
mistaken for a stinger. The caterpillar can't sting you with this awesome looking structure - it just seems intimidating.
The larva of the white-lined Sphinx feeds on a wide variety of plants; (Llewellyn Jones, 1951) lists fireweeds (Epilobium,
spp.) Fuschias, Apple (Malus, spp.), Plum (Prunus, spp,}, Current (Ribes, spp.) and Chickweed (Stellaria, sp.).

When hawk moths are seen in flight, it is something truly wonderful to behold: with their long eoiled ‘tongues’, they
sip nectar of a wide variety of flowers, including Phlox {Phlox, sp.). (pers. abs.).

The specimen pictured here was photographed at Mount Seymour Provincial Park, near Vancouver (June).
LiTERATURE CITED:

Llewellyn Jones, J.R.J. 1951. An Annotated Check List of the Macrolepidoptera of British Columbia. The
Entomological Society of British Columbia, Occasional Paper No. 1.

Experience our Okanagan as never hefore! wil
Cycling the Kettle Valley Raiibed and other gentle slopes
ieads ug fo new adventures: Riding an historic steam frain,
sighteeeing from 4 floatplane, or sailing on the lake and
mare, For a unique, affordable heliday you won't

soon forget, contact us,

SUNOK & ADVENTURE TOURS
RR #3, Dale Meadows Road, Summerland, BC. VOH 1Z{
Phone: (604) 494-8346 or 1-800-431-3344

d Inside Nature Programs

% Hands-on group programs
for pre-school/school, adult
% qualified interpreter/leaded
% natural history resources
provide hands-on
learning fun for all ages!
Call or Write for a free brochure!
27477-32A Ave. Aldergrove, B.C. VAW 312 857-9467
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¢
Clayoquot Sound +» Cathedral Lakes t

xperience British Columbia’s most treasured wilderness areas, the temperate rainforests of Clayoquot Sound or the
Ealpinc meadows of Cathedral Lakes. Learning in the Wild takes the classroom out into the field with some of

B.C.’s most respected scientists and wilderness guides.
The two-week program begins with one week based at Capilano College in North Vancouver, where classroom
instruction and field and boat excursions will cover topics of biodiversity, ecology, ethnobiology, natural history,
environmental issues and ethics. Following this introduction, participants will travel to either Clayoquot Sound or
Cathedral Lakes for field studies.
Our program is designed for people from all walks of life who are reasonably fit, and are looking for an active and highly
educational holiday. Each field school is limited to 20 participants, with a student-to-instructor ratio of less than 10 to
one,
Instructors for this program include:

Dr. Jim Darling and Dr. Alejandro Rojas — Clayoguot Sound

Dr. Keith Wade and Dick Cannings — Cathedral Lakes

Steve Charleson and Senen Charleson — Elders, Hesquiah Nation.
Program Dates: June 24-July 7 OR July 8-July 21

Cost: Clayoquot Sound $2,395 « Cathedral Lakes $2,295 — includes all student
expenses during the two-week program except accommodation in Vancouver.

For more information on the program, inquiries about Vancouver accormodation options, or registration, please Call
Liz Morton in Extension Programs at (604) 984-4901. .
== Capilano
s College

check us out on the internet
http //vvv com/~vaseux
A\

CUSTOM CHARTERS ABOARD OUR 45' LUXURY MOTOR YACHT

Sr!ecodyéu&ongy o @uo&laﬁ 6lme-u7a
T of Wi LOultlife
and (Saenoc Cooast.

Mitlenatch Island Seabird Colony

Guided day cruises with shore trips. Weekly summer rentals on a nature sanctuary.
Peaceful surroundings, new buildings, all
amenities, attractive furnishings.

One bedroom townhouse suites with full kitchen

Vaseux Lake Lodge

Excursions to Desolation Sound
and Beyond, Princess Louisa Inlet,

Southern and Northern Gulf Islands, and bath. 1996 construction. Only four units on
and San Juan Islands. property.
Great swimming, kayaking, canoeing, fishing.
Onboard accommodations for up to six guests. No power boats on the lake. No jet skies!
Trips from 4 hours to week-long. Pets by permission.
Book your group now. Relax on the deck or go exploring.
located halfway between Penticton and
SUNSTAR Yachts Ltd. Osoyoos
2020 Pine Place, Courtenay, Vancouver [sland, BC, VIN 3C1 Call 642 3930 for brochure or to book.
Phone (604)338-2520 Fax (604) 338-2542 e mail vaseux@tnet.net
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A Toap TALE

Some people say that toads are ugly (but that would not
be aJerry’s Rangerl). Actually toads have a special beauty
all their own, as well as being very interesting animals to
watch.

The body of a toad is covered with bumps (warts) and this
has led some people to believe that if you pick up a toad,
you'll get warts. Not true. The skin produces poison that
helps protect the toad from being eaten. It's a good idea to
wash your hands after you've pick up a toad: then gently
put it back where you found it.

The toad that most people find in BC Parks is called the
Western Toad (Boreal Toad in some books). Itis a sort of
greemnish/brownish colour with a yellowish stripe down its
back. The Boreal Toad lays its strings of eggs in water, but
for much of the year it lives in the forest, where it feeds on
insects, wood bugs and even slugs. Toads can't leap into
the air like frogs, rather they crawl to escape danger.
Robert Degraff (The Book of the Toad, page 11) gives an
interesting explanation for this.
“When a frog and toad were released into a class-
room at the same time the frog-leapt wildly about
and was tired after five mimutes, the toad on the
other hand was ‘slow and steady’, showing no signs
of tiring. The toads”, Mr. Degraff goes on to say,
“have a bigger hearts than the frogs and that they
are smarter too” (he says they have to because they
are ‘slower and much more vulnerable”.

Did You Enow?

Toads can figure out a maze far more quickly than
frogs can!

Toad You So!

o Listed as foods for Bufo boreas, (the scientific name
for our ‘big toad) include: sowbugs, spiders, moths,
daddy long-legs, ants and earthworms.

¢ You can find Bujo in the sky:

The conspicuous stars in the constellation Bufo
are 15 and some are remarkably bright and consid-
erable; in the head there are only two, one is near
the extremity of the mouth and is small; the other,
which may be called the Toad's eye is avery fine one
of the second magnitude.

Toads are sensitive creatures that should be treated with
kindness and respect. They are wonderful animals about
which their is much to be learned. Why not take up toad
watching? Please don't collect toads or anything else from
BC Parks.

Did You Know?

Some mushrooms are called “Toadstools”

- find out why.

Happy Tead Watching
Al Grass for
Jerry the Moose
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AND

Na""ﬁcy Baron

Field Weekends
* Okanagan Wine n' Wildlife Tour Oct. 4-6
Dick Cannings and Margaret Holm

Natural Histery Tours .

For information and booking of Natural History
Tours, call Fraser MacLean at Great Expeditions,
257-2040 :

* Queen Charlotte Islands Boat Cruise... Aug. -8,

* AriZona's Sky Islands...Sept.-12-22, Dick Can‘ﬁings
¢ Florida....Feb. 1997 David Stirling
* Galapagos and Ecuador...May.7-26, 1997 Keith Wadé

* India and Nepal Wildlife Trek...Sept.-Oct., 1997
Nancy Baron

INFORMATION

BOOKING COMIN '«‘
caiL 323-5322°  COLLEGE h

C & Journal of Britsh Colembiz Natural History

IS IT RUNNING OUT?

Have you renewed your subscription?

Cordillera is 2 magazine rich in information

“The Nation’s finest natural history magazine”

PAGE 28

The next issue is coming soon.

about our spectacular Province.
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NATURE VENTURE

1996 EDUCATIONAL TOURS

22 RIDDLE

What is the name of the B.C. fown that Naiure Veniure
travels to that could be called a fishy appendage?

Call us with the answer and receive a 5% discount (tp fo
$100) off any of the piograms below.

222

’

SouthWe’st:A‘?bhaedi'bgical Ruins
K
Waterfalls & Wonder: Wells Giay Park

1dli r:them wilf_ancmuver Is. .
Mount St. Helens & Mt. Rairiier
« ““Olympic National Park

Nature Venture Tours and our experienced guides are
committed to providing high quality programs through small
group experience. We focus on those looking for an
introduction to nature and provide local experts for insight
into little known areas.

NATURE VENTURE T
8260 Amberwood P, Bu

il: venture@jumpp r
Web Home Page: www.jumppoint.com, niurefindex;, tml

Tel. 444-.3311

A o s o a0 4 D 2 03 ik RPN A Sy S s M3 e

Subscription Order Form

Name: __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____

Address: _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ ___

FBCN Members: $15
Club: ; or Direct Member (O3
Others / Institutions: $20

Amount Enclosed:

Mail to:

Cordillera Subscription Dept
Box 473

Vernen, B.C. V1T 6M4

2 3 225 £ e i e 0 v o e O e Y D 1 S 958 o . S S . A 8. i e e o]

Make cheques payable to “FBCN: Cordillera”

X G G O TR A D X e D WO W e €

F T e e e e e e e o e e € e e e o . T v



NANCY GREENE AND SILVER STAR - OR
BLunT TALK ABoUT NATURAL CONSERVATION

With natural conservation in mind, I was led by the affair
at Gustafsen Lake in late 1995 to ask “Can a place be
made sacred, even now, and if so, how?”, far more being
at stake in the confrontation that most would care to
guess. That was why I wrote the copyrighted article
Conservation With a Spiritual Basis, (BC Naturalist Janu-
ary 1996), wherein 1 expressed fears that no conserved
area is safe.

Soon after that, a letter to the 17/x/1995 Province
reported that all national, provincial, and regional parks
in the Kootenays had since 1993 been open to
deconservation for logging, and that Nancy Greene Pro-
vincial Park, north north-east of Rossland, started to be
logged in fall 1995 without public consultation or notice.
Previously, near Revelstoke, Hamber Provincial Park had
gone.

On 22 /xii/ 1995 the Vancouver Sun reported that part of
the Silver Star Provincial Park, north north-east of Vernon,
would be consumed by a golf course. There had been no
public consultation or notice.

Donation or prejudiced sale of private land for nature now
seems for no good cause. Why should private property be
donated or sold or expropriated when later political changes
or lack of momney or recreation could alienate or ruin the
area, letting new owners reap gigantic profits?

Efforts to conserve Burns Bog in Delta could be conserva-
tion's acid test. What applies to it, applies elsewhere.

If Burns Bog were expropriated, later money to block
drainage would not be found. The bog would dry and die.
Local pressure for development is so intense that it would
be privately carved up. The present owners will naturally
wish to forestail such prospects.

If part of the bog were donated or sold under future cost,
money to block drainage on all sides would be needed,
unless this were done by roadbeds privately financed for
adjacent development. Failing this and suitable muniei-
pal plans, drying, airborne fertilizers, and recreational
damage, which is already considerable, would bring the
conservation to naught. This would give private landown-
ers cause to pave their property with concrete rather than
lose it for unsustainable and thus fraudulent conserva-
tion.

We see this predicament to be complicated by what in
ultimate practical effect is like a conspiracy when we
consider the extreme folly of allowing increased commer-
cial use of Cypress Provincial Park. It paves the wayto the
proposed new ski resort at Brohm Ridge, north north-east

of Squamish, which can hardly be contested environmen-
tally when development is allowed in provincial parks.
Brohm Ridge could complicate matters in Cypress Bowl.
Suppose party Ain park P is restricted in increase of use,
so gets a compensating public loan. Suppose, after that,
party B starts resort  on private land nearby and later
custom brings success. Party A can then fail loan
payment due to diverted custom, unless further expan-
sion in park P brings future added compensating custom.
Recreationers and sports shops near and far support
party A, so more encroachment on park P follows. Party
A's earlier expansion there was not just the thin edge of
the wedge, for with parties B's opening of resort Q, it
swiftly became the thick edge.

Can the two developments be as separate as they seem?
When we find out, will anyone care?

Consider unseen parties who, unconcerned for posterity
and future ecological security but full of ingenious fore-
sight for profit, wish to torpedo natural conservation.
Deconservation of Nancy Greene and Silver Star Provin-
cial Parks without public consultation or notice dissuades
property owners from donating or selling land for nature.
Iflocal unions urged this deconservation, or were induced
thereto by potential buyers of private property facing
conservation needs, who are the villains?

Has anyone save those who profit seen the connections
and foreseen the sequence? How soon can conservation-
ists see that by accident or intent, they are outflanked,
and develop and coordinate their own equally ingenious
tactics?

How many are bothered by this crisis? Are the silent and
secret cynics and apathetics who sneak away from mili-
tancy making things worse, or were they right, by default,
all along?

Two ad hoc stopgap practical remedies can be tried. One,
initiated by Dr. V.C. Brink, is to change the Park Act so
that no park may be attacked without legislature debate,
which serves as public notice.

The other, which I urge all to pursue, is to call for a law
whereby donation or sale or expropriation of land for
nature provides for future compensation, no matter how
distant, to the former owner or heirs, if the land is
deconserved. In helping owners, this will help conserva-
tion.

The two stopgaps are only fingers in the dyke. The real
struggle is yet to come.

Roger Ashton
1533/15/1/ 1996 Vancouver
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scz) [ Lake Okanagan [
Parks %‘3

‘Resort

PRESENT

Nature 76

JUNE 26-28

Birders Outings * Botany Walks
History Hikes ¢ Local Guides
Wine Tasting Reception

Interpretive Dinner featuring BC Park’s
SCOTT ALEXANDRER, Interpretive Specialist

Enjoy a Natural Experience in the Okanagan Valley

Nature'96 Package includes all activities, interpretive dinner,
two nights accommodation, Nature'96 Kit and more!
Only $99.00 per person, plus taxes, based on double occupancy.

LAKE OKANAGAN RESORT
2751 Westside Road, Kelowna, B.C.V1Y 8R2
604-769-3511 » Fax 604-769-6665 * 1-800-663-3273 (Canada or UsA)

NATURE 96’

Introducing Nature 96', a fun filled nature retreat in the
beautiful Okanagan Valley. You hosts for Nature 96 are
fleld naturalists from the Central Okanagan Naturalists’
Club and BC Parks. They have organized an exciting
selection of activities to be enjoyed by all participants.

- Nature 96’ will begin with a wine-tasting reception featur-

ing local Okanagan valley wines. The evening will be
informal and fun with slide shows, soft music, and
breathtaking Okanagan scenery. This will be a great time
for participants and quests to mingle and to get to know
each other.

Early morning brings the first of two days of interesting
nature outings and other recreational fun. Choose among
a selection of topics; birding outings, botany walks,
history hikes, interpretive sessions, and more. Enjoy the
knowledgeable enthusiasin of the local field guides, or
take a relaxing break to enjoy the peaceful surroundings

" of Lake Okanagan Resort.

Ahighlight of Nature 96, is the interpretive Buffet Dinner
scheduled for the second evening. The dinner features
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Scott Alexander, a well known interpretive field specialist
with BC Parks. Scott brings a wealth of knowledge and a
uniquely entertaining style which provides memorable
experiencesfor people of all ages. he will keep participants
on the edge of their seats as they learn about wildlife and
botany of the Okanagan.

Lake Okanagan Resort is the home base for Nature 96'.
Located on the westside of Okanagan Lake, 17 km North
of Kelowna, it is a Super Natural location ideally situated
in Okanagan wilderness. This full service, four diamond
resort offers a vast array of amenities accommodation,
and fine cuisine. Participants will enjoy the luxurious
surroundings and naturally beautiful setting of the re-
sort.

So come and join us for Nature 96’ and meet some new
friends, enjoy a relaxed retreat, and keep a memory of
Super Natural experience.

To book you space, or receive a package of information,
call Lake Okanagan Resort at 1-800-663-3273.
Rod Lampard



FBCN CAMP NEWS

FBCN 1996 ExpPLORATORY CAMP

Lorna Lake is a jewel, located some 10 km (as the crow
flies) north of Warner Lake in the Southern Chilcotin.
At the 8,300 foot level and fed by the glacier on the
north side of Mount Warner, Lorna Lake is accessible
by air on by foot. You fly by float plane from Tyax Lodge
or hike 2-3 days from Jewel bridge on Gun Creek.

There are many places to visit - Mount Warner,
Graveyard Valley, Little Paradise, the Dil-Dil Plateau,
etc. As we camp at timberline, the area is open and
accessible with the emerald green lake at our door-
step.

The plane will take aload of 1,000 pounds gross going
in and 500 pounds coming cut. Weather and time of
day are determining factors. We park at Tyax lodge -
distance from Vancouver - 275 km.

You will need cooking and sleeping equipment plus
your food. If possible, arrange to cook with someone
to eliminate extra weight. Each flight will be weighed
so cut back where you can. Tarps will be supplied,
don't forget your stove fuel.

Cost of the camp:
If you fly in and out
If you hike in and out

$275
$150 **

Important New Information:

« **The option of hiking in or flying in is available only

for the first week. Everyone will fly in the second

week.

Full Payment is required by June Ist.

o Details will be mailed to participants after that date.

+ Camp equipment will need to be taken in with those
who fly in the first week and will need to come out
at the end of the second week.

Reference Maps:
Topo 1/50,000 92003
1/250,000 92J 14

LorNA LAKE

NorTH oF MoUNT WARNER
28 Jury 10 3 Aucust 1996 AND

4 AvcusT To 10 Aucust 1996

REGISTRATION FORM

FBCN ExrLoraTORY CAMP
LorNA LAKE

Name(s)

Phone

Address

City Postal Code

Member of which Club(s)

Which week will you attend?

If you wish to attend this camp please complete the
attached registration form and include your cheque
payable to FBCN - Camp and include a 4 x 9 I
stamped self addressed envelope. We cannot take
reservations without a non refundable deposit of |
$50. Please send to:

|
Barbara Blow l

#2-1811 Purcell Way |
North Vancouver, B.C. V7J 3H4 |
Tel: 604 987 8492 |
I

I

I

Please make cheques payable to:
FBCN - Camp

— e i— — —— — —c—— — T — — — — s
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1 REGULAR {Direct)** $ 15.
(1 LIFE : $400.
] SUBSCRIPTION (organizations)$ 15.

**This is for Direct membership to FBCN only.

Amount enclosed

A charitable tax receipt will be issued for
donations over the direct membership fee.

New Membership _____ Renewal FBCN Direct

FBCN DIRECT MEMBERSHIP

Name

Address

City Prov.

Code Tele. No
Send to:

Membershin Secretary
Federation of B.C. Naturalists
321- 1367 West Broadway
Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9

5/96

B.C. Naturalist is published six times a year by
The Federation of B.C. Naturalists

321- 1367 West Broadway,

Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9

Return Postage Guaranteed

MAIL»POSTE

[Z Y e ey v ——yr—]
Pantags il Post pape

Vancouver, B.C.
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