
 

 

Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development  

South Coast Natural Resource Region 
 

Suite 200, 10428 - 153 St 
Surrey BC  V3R 1E1 
Phone:    (604) 586-4400  
Fax:        (604) 586-4444 

 

 

 

January 6, 2021                  Reference:  259899 

 

 

Betty Davison 

Office Manager, BC Nature 

 

Via email: manager@bcnature.ca 

 

Dear Betty Davison: 

 

Thank you for your letter of December 11, 2020, addressed to Honourable Katrine Conroy, 

Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development, regarding 

the petition opposing the mining approval at Quadling Quarry.  I have been asked to respond.   

 

The Provincial government shares the concerns of BC Nature regarding sensitive wildlife 

species, particularly occupied raptor nests with eggs or young. The Province works together 

with the federal government, municipalities, First Nations, and stakeholders to responsibly 

manage and conserve these and other sensitive species in B.C. 

 

While the Peregrine Falcon anatum subspecies rebounded significantly following the ban on 

organochlorine pesticides (e.g. DDT) in the 1970s, concerns regarding slow recovery had led 

to the assessment of this subspecies as “of Special Concern” federally in 2007, and on the 

B.C. “Red list” in 2011. However, recently an assessment by the Committee on the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife in Canada resulted in a “Not at Risk” determination in 2017, due to 

evidence of a 13.5% increase in Canada and a 110% increase in B.C. over the 20-year period 

from 1995 to 2015.  Population increases of Peregrine Falcons have also been documented 

recently in the South Coast Region, including an increase in the number of known occupied 

sites from 15 to 21 from 2010 to 2015.  

 

Under the B.C. Wildlife Act, nests of Peregrine Falcons and other select species are protected 

year-round, whereas the nests of most songbirds, including Cliff Swallows, are protected only 

during the breeding season. Provincial Best Management Practices (BMPs) recommend no-

disturbance buffers surrounding raptor nests (e.g. 50 meters in urban areas), but these are not 

considered enforceable under the Wildlife Act. 

 

Under the Wildlife Act, a Regional Manager or their delegate may provide a permit to allow 

destruction of a raptor nest site. Similar to other development proposals with potential 

environmental impacts, the Mountainside Quarries application will be assessed according to 

the BC Environmental Mitigation Policy. This policy specifies on-site restoration or 

ecologically equivalent offsets when residual impacts are predicted to remain after avoidance  
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and minimization measures are implemented.  For removal of raptor nests, avoidance of 

disturbance during the breeding season and replacement with nest platforms or nest boxes are 

common mitigation measures. Monitoring to assess the effectiveness of mitigation measures, 

and to respond with adjustments where necessary, is also an important component of 

mitigation.  

  

Thank you again for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Allan Johnsrude, RPF 

Regional Executive Director 

 

pc:  Honourable John Horgan, Premier 

 

Honourable Katrine Conroy 

 Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations 

 and Rural Development 

 

Scott Barrett, R.P Bio 

Director, Resource Management 

 

Joshua Malt  

Section Head, Terrestrial Wildlife Resources  

 

Joel Gillis  

Spotted Owl Biologist 

 

 

  


