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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

November 10, 2020

Hon. Terry Beech, MP
Sent Via Email: terry.beech@parl.gc.ca

Re: Requesting Your Support for Nature Protection in the Federal Budget

Dear MP Beech,

BC Nature applauds the federal government’s excellent leadership in agreeing to scale up
efforts to protect nature, as brought forth in the throne speech on September 23 and at the
UN Biodiversity Summit on September 30™. We are encouraged by commitments to protect 25
percent of land and ocean by 2025, and 30 percent by 2030, and agree that reaching these
ambitious targets will yield numerous positive consequences by generating economic benefits,
mitigating climate change, and reversing biodiversity loss and species collapse—all while
advancing reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. We wish to ensure that implementation will
bring success, and we are willing to participate in bringing the targets to fruition.

With the House of Commons back in session, and a fall mini-budget imminent, we encourage
you to support the Green Budget Coalition’s recommendation that the federal government
invest $4.8 billion over the next five years to conserve nature through the expansion of marine
and terrestrial protected areas, as well as Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas. We have
lots to do in BC; for example, we need to implement the recent old forest recommendations
and remove net pen salmon farming from West Coast waters. By advocating for federal nature
investments, you will be supporting a more inclusive and sustainable future for your
constituents—something our community needs and deserves.

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents more than 50 naturalists’ clubs and
6,000 members province-wide. Our office is in your riding. Our membership consists of
dedicated naturalists, including scientists, who are connected to, have expertise in and concern
for the preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit
them. We support any effort to promote the integrity of our natural ecosystems, not only to
protect their biodiversity, but also our lives and the lives of future generations of British
Columbians. Visit our website at https://www.bcnature.ca to see what we do and what we
have done to protect nature in BC.
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We are eager to meet you and discuss the Green Budget and nature protection with you. And
please let us know if you will express support for these important recommendations to the
Minister of Finance and advocate that active protection of nature be part of upcoming budget
announcements.

Yours truly, >
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Harry Crosby

President, BC Nature
Camp Coordinator — BC Nature
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