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Reference:  251522 

 

Cornelis Visser, Ph.D., P. Geol., 

BC Nature, 

Federation of BC Naturalists 

 

Dear Doctor Visser:  

 

Thank you for your email of October 9, 2019, advising Ministers Donaldson and Heyman 

regarding glyphosate use in British Columbia’s forests. I am pleased to respond on behalf of both 

Ministers.  

 

Achieving diversity and ecosystem resilience is a key objective of this government and is 

considered across all treatments. Hence the government agrees that aspen, willow and other 

deciduous trees and plants provide a wide range of important values that need to be managed 

across the landscape. To that end, reforestation policy has steadily evolved with respect to 

incorporating broadleaves into reforestation prescriptions to meet a variety of objectives, 

including biodiversity, ecosystem integrity and resilience and more recently fire resistance. 

 

Our researchers have conducted and reported on numerous brushing trials in reforested areas 

over the past several decades across the province, comparing untreated controls to a full range of 

options for managing competing vegetation. Based on this ongoing research into the impacts of 

competing vegetation, the ministry now allows significantly increased levels of broadleaves in 

managed stands on appropriate sites. Licensees have indicated that the changes made in the 

Cariboo region have reduced annual brushing programs there by an average of 17 percent. 

 

The use of glyphosate is sometimes necessary on high brush prone productive sites to 

temporarily set back competing vegetation so that the desired crop of new trees can reach a free 

growing and productive state. Glyphosate is applied on a relatively small area of the provincial 

timber harvesting land base and has declined from an average of 13,802 hectares for the last five 

years and higher historical levels. Roughly 11,000 hectares of crown land were treated with 

glyphosate for silviculture in 2018 representing 0.04 percent of the 25 million hectares available 

for harvesting in BC and 0.44 percent of the tenured area on crown land that has an outstanding 

reforestation obligation.  

 

The BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy (ENV) administers the 

Integrated Pest Management Act and Regulation, the primary regulatory tools governing the use 

of pesticides in the province. The Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program of ENV promotes 

IPM and environmental stewardship and ensures compliance with the Integrated Pest 

Management Act and Regulation. 

 

Staff in ENV rely on Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) to identify 

risks from the use of approved pesticides. Based on their 2019 decision, the PMRA indicated that 

they believe there is no new information that alters their most recent re-evaluation of glyphosate 

and stated there are no significant risks to human health or to the environment when used 



according to the label and the Integrated Pest Management Regulation (IPMR). The levels 

experienced by the public both directly and indirectly are not expected to result in any health 

concerns. 

 

One of the primary public concerns regarding the use of glyphosate in forestry is the perception 

that by using it to control competition of broadleaf species such as trembling aspen, broadleaves 

are being eliminated from the landscape. These claims however are not supported when 

analyzing the level of deciduous components at free-growing, or the increase in mixed deciduous 

stands over time as a result of forest management. 

 

A 2008 Forest and Range Evaluation Program review of species diversity pre and post-harvest in 

BC found that the amount of deciduous mixed stands at free growing increased from 2,811 

hectares before harvest to 55,614 hectares in the Northern Interior Forest Region for all reporting 

periods. In the Northeast and Omineca Regions, where most herbicide treatments take place, the 

average number of deciduous stems/ha remaining at free growing following earlier aerial 

herbicide treatments was 864 and 445 stems per hectare, or 27 percent and 15 percent of the total 

stand species composition.  

 

On a final note, I am pleased to advise that earlier this year the Office of the Chief Forester 

initiated an independent assessment of peer-reviewed forest science and best practices related to 

glyphosate use as a vegetation management tool in BC’s forests. The assessment is being 

conducted by FPInnovations in the context of the current array of forest values and objectives, 

such as biodiversity, carbon sequestration, wildfire, natural range in variation of species, and 

wildlife. The goal of the review, which should be completed shortly, is to help inform the 

development of future policy and research needs to promote the establishment of healthy and 

diverse forests. 

                                                                                              

Thank you for your interest in the management of BC’s forests. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shawn Hedges, RPF 

Acting Executive Director/Deputy Chief Forester 

Office of the Chief Forester 

 

pc:       Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource  

   Operations and Rural Development 

Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 


