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14 March 2014 
 
The Honourable Gail Shea, 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, 
Ottawa, ON 
Via Email: gail.shea@parl.gc.ca 
 
RE: Proposals to expand aquaculture development in Baynes Sound  
 
Dear Minister Shea, 

I write to you on behalf of BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), to express our 
deep concern regarding proposals to expand aquaculture development in Baynes Sound 
on Vancouver Island.  

BC Nature is a non-profit society of naturalists in British Columbia with over 5,000 
members, and is the lead provincial group for the Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program in 
BC.  This is an international program coordinated by BirdLife International and partnering 
with non-profit, environmental organizations in 170 countries around the world.  

The ecological richness of Baynes Sound is demonstrated not only by its high suitability 
for aquaculture, but also by the globally significant K’omoks Important Bird Area located 
there. The Sound is one of the most important areas for wintering water birds in BC. 

If aquaculture development increases incrementally in Baynes Sound, not only may 
aquaculture become unsustainable, but the ecosystem may be altered in detrimental 
ways.  BC Nature therefore calls upon the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to halt 
all new aquaculture in Baynes Sound, until such time that a cumulative impact 
assessment can determine the viability of expanded shellfish farming and its broader 
impacts on the natural ecosystem. 

We appreciate your attention to our concerns and our request for a moratorium on 
aquaculture in Baynes Sound, and look forward to hearing your intentions at your 
earliest opportunity.  

Sincerely, 

 
John Neville 
President 
Federation of BC Naturalists (BC Nature) 

cc Honourable Steve Thomson, Minister of Lands, Forests and Natural Resource Operations - 
FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
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Rudi Mayser - Manager, Authorization, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations - rudi.mayser@gov.bc.ca 
March Klaver,  Senior Aquaculture Advisor, DFO - March.Klaver@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Michelle Manning - Aquaculture Management Coordinator, Aquaculture Resource Management, 
DFO - michelle.manning@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Diana Trager, Aquaculture Management Division, Director, DFO - diana.trager@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Transport Canada (general email address) - pacnwp-penpac@tc.gc.ca 
Brent Magee - NWP Officer/Navigable Waters Protection Program/Transport Canada -
 brent.magee@tc.gc.ca 
Bruce Jolliffe- Area "A" Director, Comox Valley Regional District - bjolliffe@comoxvalleyrd.ca 
The Honourable Don McRae - MLA, Minister of Social Development and Social Innovation -
don.mcrae.mla@leg.bc.ca   
The Honourable John Duncan - MP, Vancouver Island North - john.duncan@parl.gc.ca  
Dennis Chalmers - Fisheries Management Officer Provincial Government -
dennis.chalmers@gov.bc.ca  
Laura Busheikin, Islands Trust, Denman Island Trustee - lbusheikin@islands.bc.ca 
David Graham, Islands Trust, Denman Island Trustee - dgraham@islandstrust.bc.ca 
Peter Luckham, Denman Island LTC, Chair - pluckham@islandstrust.bc.ca 
Aquaculture, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations - 
authorizingagency.nanaimo@gov.bc.ca 

Vanessa Scott - vanessa.x.scott@gmail.com 
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