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December 16, 2019 

 

Shawn Hedges, RPF 

Acting Executive Director/Deputy Chief Forester 

Office of the Chief Forester 

Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 

Via email:  Shawn.Hedges@gov.bc.ca 

 

Dear Mr Hedges,  

 

Thank you for your careful reply (Reference: 251522) to BC Nature’s letter regarding aerial 

glyphosate spraying in British Columbia. We nevertheless continue to harbour serious concerns, 

which we will detail in this reply. 

 

1. We do not know the government’s aerial spraying policies. It seems that local input affects 

spraying decisions and different logging companies abide by different policies.  

 

2. We certainly agree with the objective of achieving diversity and ecosystem resilience. 

a) How do the current reforestation forest management policies achieve set targets for these 

 objectives and how are they measured?   

b) What level of enforcement is contemplated and have any enforcement actions been 

 taken?  

c) Are these objectives part of the Forest and Range Practices Act, Wildlife Act, Forest 

 company Stewardship Plans, and other associated laws and regulations? 

 

3. We suspect that aspen and birch may not be significantly reduced at the landscape level of 

many thousands of hectares but we strongly suspect that they are at the scales of 1000 ha or 

less. Can you shed light on this effect of looking at the problem at different spatial scales. 
 

4. A 17% reduction in annual brushing in the Cariboo region is admirable, but 17% of very 

little would be less impressive. 

a) How does this achievement compare to other regions or province-wide over the last 10 

years?  

b) We do not know how any one sprayed area compares to others: could the herbicide 

application be affecting a potential critical habitat or species?  

c) Might the timing of application be important for life cycles and populations of some of 

the organisms such as birds, insects, and small mammals? 

 

5. We continue to wonder about the non-target effects on non-competitive species and aquatic 

systems. Effects on berry and other plants, reptiles, amphibians, insects, song birds and other 

organisms such as microorganisms are likely to be significant. See this recent article by 

forester Lisa Wood: https://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/the-herbicide-

glyphosate-persists-in-wild-edible-plants-says-unbc-professor-1.23639762 and review of  
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glyphosate toxicity for animals: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321822115. Do we 

understand the cumulative, synergistic, and longer-term effects of glyphosate use? 

  

6. We consider aerial spraying of 11,000 ha, conducted annually for 10 years, to be a substantial 

area. We suggest that besides their ecosystem values, fast-growing aspen and birch are suitable 

market species. 

a) How does your Ministry account for changes in marketability of species over the next 50 

to 100 years? 

b) We note that you write “temporarily set back competing vegetation” and wonder about 

the importance of those early growth stages to the ecosystem, and how great a negative 

effect these competitors have on the merchantable species.  

c) Does the Ministry require a specific amount, distribution, and composition of 

broadleaved or mixed forests on the landscape consistent with the natural range of 

variability for the various regions and predicted climate change? 

d) If so, what are these values, and how are they derived and enforced? 

e) Might partial cutting (e.g., retaining 50% or more of the canopy) where shade tolerant 

species such as spruce and true firs are desired, reduce the need for and costs of brush 

control and tree planting, and still attain successful crops? 
 

We applaud the independent assessment of peer-reviewed forest science and best practices 

related to glyphosate use, and would be pleased to receive the completed report, and appreciate 

your attention.  However, we suggest that the government employ the precautionary principle 

and utilize other known safe mechanical, biological, and chemical alternatives where tending is 

required. 

 

Yours truly,  

 

 

Cornelis (Kees) Visser, Ph.D., P. Geol.  

President, BC Nature 

 

cc:  

Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and 

Rural Development FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca  

 

Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 

ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca  
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