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From: The undersigned concerned scientist and naturalists 
 
Premier Christy Clark 
PO BOX 9041 
STN PROV GOVT 
VICTORIA, BC 
V8W 9E1 

 
Dear Premier Clark, 

 
The British Columbia Government's recently proposed changes to the Agriculture 
Land 
Commission (the Commission) Act greatly concerns many scientists for three 
reasons. 
First, the revised changes to the governance and decision-making structure of 
the Commission reduces the ability for science to inform land use decisions. 
Second, the shift to divide the decision-making process regarding land 
classification into southern and interior zones will increase pressure to remove 
land from the reserve at a cost to the general good. And finally, the rationale for 
the division of the province into two jurisdictions, based simply on the value of the 
crops, overlooks the importance of other values associated with agricultural lands 
such as habitat for wildlife, endangered species, and contributions to ecosystem 
services. 
 
Agricultural lands that occur in all regions of the province hold many values other 
than simply crop production. These areas contain wetlands, streams, ponds, 
riparian areas, woodlands, hedgerows, and uncultivated grasslands that are 
either adjacent to or integral to farm operations. These areas are instrumental in 
protecting functioning healthy ecosystems and in many cases, these diverse 
services help boost agricultural production. Many of the ecosystems 
encompassed by the Agricultural Land Reserve are rare in British Columbia and 
they provide habitat for a number of the Province's most threatened or 
endangered species such as the Burrowing Owl, American Badger, Yellow-
breasted Chat, Sage Thrasher, Nooksack Dace, and West Slope Cutthroat Trout. 
Other more common species that occur on Agricultural Land Reserve land are 
integral to agricultural production. These species range from soil microbes that 
sequester carbon below pasturelands, to birds such as the Western 
Meadowlarks, swallows, and Common 
Nighthawks whose populations are already declining. Species prized for hunting 
such as deer and elk also use so called marginal agricultural lands. These 
species decline when agricultural lands are removed from production, marginal 
lands are converted to more intensive uses, or nonagricultural developments are 
permitted on agricultural lands.  
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Allowing more nonagricultural uses on ALR land and the release of more lands 
from reserves will have the unintended consequence of threatening many 
important ecosystems and, by extension, many valuable species including 
species-at-risk. 
 
Changing the current structure of the Commission to one that does not incorporate 
scientifically-derived information is deeply-flawed. Additionally, making changes to such 
an important piece of provincial legislation without consultation with the public, the 
agricultural industry, or scientists in general prevents relevant information and viewpoints 
to factor into informed decision-making. Allowing the agricultural industry to move 
forward with alternatives that incorporate science-based decision making within the 
current legislative framework are valid alternatives to altering the current reserve 
framework. These and other options should be explored because failing to incorporate 
alternate view points and scientifically derived information into the Commissions' 
decision-making framework threatens the health of British 
Columbia's ecosystems and endangers its biodiversity.  
 
The lack of a process to access and incorporate science-based information into 
the proposed framework threatens the biodiversity of British Columbia's 
ecosystems and the sustainability and security of agricultural production in a 
changing climate. 
 
We call upon the government of British Columbia to include scientifically derived 
information in 
the evaluation of the impacts of changes to Agricultural Land Reserve that may impact 
the health of British Columbia’s ecosystems and species at risk. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Loren Rieseberg, Fellow Royal Society of London, Fellow Royal Society of Canada, 
Canada 
Research Chair in Plant Evolutionary Genomics, Professor, UBC 
Sarah Otto, Fellow Royal Society of Canada, Director of Biodiversity Research Centre, 
Professor, 
UBC 
Eric Taylor, Director Beaty Biodiversity Museum, Professor UBC 
Jeannette Whitton, Curator Beaty Biodiversity Museum, Professor UBC 
Lauchlan Fraser, Canada Research Chair in Community and Ecosystem Ecology, 
Professor TRU 
Amy Angert, Canada Research Chair in Conservation Ecology, Assistant Professor UBC 
Jonathan Moore, Liber Ero Chair of Coastal Science and Management, Assistant 
Professor, SFU 
Lacey Samuels, Botany Department Head, Professor, UBC 
Elizabeth Gillis, Professor, VIU 
Greg Henry, Professor, UBC 
Karl Larsen, Professor, UBC 
Tom Sullivan, Profesor, UBC 
Roy Turkington, Professor, UBC 
Maja Krzic, Associate Professor, UBC 
Gary Bradfield, Associate Professor, UBC 
Louis Gosselin, Associate Professor, UBC 
Karen Hodges, Associate Professor, UBC 
Darin Irwin, Associate Professor, UBC 
Julia Baum, Assistant Professor, UBC 
Alida Janmaat, Assistant Professor, UFV 
Laura Wegener Parfrey, Assistant Professor, UBC 
Anne Salomon, Assistant Professor, UBC 
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Jennifer Williams, Assistant Professor, UBC 
Art Bomke, Professor Emeritus, UBC 
Alan Lewis, Professor Emeritus, UBC 
Judith Myers Professor Emeritus UBC 
William Harrower RP Bio, PhD Candidate UBC 
Elizabeth Kleynhans PhD Candidate UBC 
Anya Reid Phd Student, UBC 
Alisha Hackinen MSc Student 
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