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File: 39580-20 South Arm Marshes WMA 
Reference: 254429 
 
March 25, 2020 
 
VIA EMAIL: manager@bcnature.ca 
 
Cornelis Visser, Ph.D., P.Geol. 
President, BC Nature 
 
Dear Cornelis Visser: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated January 29, 2020 to the Honourable George Heyman, 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy. Provincial conservation lands, such as 
the South Arm Marshes Wildlife Management Area (WMA), are the responsibility of the 
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD), Doug Donaldson, and I am pleased to respond on the Minister’s behalf. The 
Ministry values the work of BC Nature in advocating for important conservation and 
environmental issues, 
 
The primary purpose of the Fraser River Estuary WMAs is to conserve and manage habitat 
for the benefit of fish and wildlife. They also provide for a range of opportunities for public 
access, including day hiking, hunting and fishing, wildlife viewing, scientific research and 
education and traditional activities of First Nations. While certain public activities within 
WMAs are acceptable, the Ministry shares your concerns regarding the potential negative 
ecological consequences of off-road vehicles operating in tidal marshes within WMAs. 
 
At present, two South Coast WMAs (Pitt-Addington Marsh and Bert Brink) are included in 
the Wildlife Act Motor Vehicle Prohibition Regulation (B.C. Reg. 196/99) to regulates access 
on access roads therein. However, you are correct that there presently does not exist a 
regulation prohibiting operation of off-road vehicles within the remaining South Coast 
WMAs, including the South Arm Marshes WMA. 
 
As per regional policy, any regulation amendment under the Wildlife Act, which would be 
required to prohibit vehicles in the South Arm Marshes, would also require an update to the 
Management Plan for this WMA. While this remains a future priority, the Ministry has 
determined that updating Management Plans for Lhá:lt/Harrison-Chehalis and Serpentine 
WMAs are urgent priorities that need to come first. The Ministry and its’ conservation 
partners will continue to identify resources to update additional Management Plans, including 
for the South Arm Marshes WMA, which will include engagement with First Nations and 
stakeholders such as yourselves. 
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Any violations of the Wildlife Act may be reported to the Ministry’s Compliance and 
Enforcement branch. They can be reached at the 24-hour Natural Resource Violation 
reporting line: 1-877-952-RAPP or 1-877-952-7277. In addition, please report any 
unauthorized operation of motor vehicles in the Fraser River Estuary WMAs to the RAPP 
line; such reports help us maintain a record of activities that may damage WMAs and build 
the rationale for possible future regulation amendments. 
 
The Coordinator of the South Coast Conservation Land Management Program (SCCLMP), 
Eric Balke, would be glad to meet with you to discuss these issues further. Please feel free to 
connect with him to arrange a meeting, at 778-572-2266, or by email (Eric.Balke@gov.bc.ca). 
Please note that face-to-face meetings will not be possible until COVID-19 social distancing 
precautions are no longer necessary. 
 
Thank you for your concern about the ecological integrity of the Fraser River Estuary WMAs. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Josh Malt, MSc, RPBio 
Section Head, Terrestrial Wildlife Resources 
South Coast Natural Resource Region 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
Email: Joshua.Malt@gov.bc.ca 
Phone: 778-572-2269 
 
 
pc: Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of FLNRORD 
 Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
  Eric Balke, SCCLMP Coordinator, South Coast Natural Resource Region 
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